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2aomu Baths, lligatons, Fot Sﬂu'nyd

HAMMAT GADER, ISRAEL: = THE NATURAI

POOLS OF HAMMAT GADER ATTRACT OVER
ONE THOUSAND VISITORSDAILY, THEWATER
FTEMPERATURE AVERAGESS85DEGREES FALI=

RENHEIT, YET IS IMMENSELY REFRESHING,
OTHER  ATTRACTIONS AT THE TTAMMAT

GADER PARK ARE THE EXCAVATIONS OF THE
SECOND LARGEST NETWORK OF BATHS IN
THE ROMAN EMPIRE, AND POOLS OF AlLIl-
GATORS NOW BEING BRED IN THE HOLY
[LAND,

BY RALIPL VAN KIPPEN
It is the largest, possibly the mest magni-

ficent nerwork nf Roman barhs found anywhere
in the world,” so saying, Nlickey Geago leads

us off to inspecr the excavations of the barhs
at Hammat Gader,

“Follow me, and we'll go and see the alli-
gators,””  And off we troop, following behind a

young man with a New York azcent called Guy
Ben Moshe, Alligators?

Hammat Gader s quite remarkable: fr
nestles on the shore of rhe River Yarmuk.in a
deep valley - not far from the legendary Sea
of Galilee, 1t has natural hot mineral springs,
whnse water gurgles to the surface at an amaz-
ing 125 degrees fahrenheit, And it was here thart
the Romans built a vast, elaborate network of
bath hous=s, Nickey Geago, our guide, cama to
lsrael fifteen yoars ago from the tiny fishing
village of Mousehold on England's Cornwall

past, Few rraces of a Cornish accent remain
he is an Israeli now and is ane of T"u: excava-
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tors of the Reoman bharh 'IIf[l}]{_‘ r} Bhaths of

[Mfammar Gader have been known for millenia,
[ he first century B,C Greek T':"i\'l-ll'l', Estra=
ho, wrote about them; so did geographer El
NMukadas in the rent! contury and rhe 13kl cen«
tury .[r.-'-‘.:“'h 1.":1\"'H|_-' hrori Huparchi,

Ihe landscape arnund Hagwmar Gader has
changed |Lnr i |ir‘|r since rthese ancientrravelers?
visirs, The |11 ion was alwavs lush = but
now 1he g“,-_l”,._._,-._ is Intensificd with erove afrer
grove of bhanana trees, The drive o lammar
Gader is fascinaring. The road turns awav from
the Sea of Galilee and follows rhe courss of the
Yarmuk River, which flows, deep in a canyvan
o the uth, As the road twists and turns,
neck - wrenching visras open up, one of which
is of the girdered bridee acrnss the canvon
arrying rthe now defunct [lejaz railway lines
which once rook tra‘pns from Ilaifa e Baghdad,

[he entrance to the actual park of Hammat
Gader has a wild-west look with log fences and
turnpike - style roll boorhs - bur thar
raonism is quickly surpassed by rthe overwhelm.
ing sight of the excavations of the barhs,

inach-=

FHE BATHS

[ he haths builr ar [fammar Gader were, ac-
cording ta the fourth century Greek historian
Eunapeis, “the second largest in the R
Empire,"” Thev were in consrant use during rhe
2nd and 3rd centuries, were extensively resrored
in the 7thcentury and fell into disuse inthe 9rh
century, afrer which centuries of earth, dehris
and neglecr ronk over

||I-!_\f' rn he removed in a
series of excavarions srarting in 1979,

foman

I.ike Roman baths all over the world, rhe
FHammat Gader bath complex incorporated dif-
ferent pools for differenr purpeses, The Frigi-

cold water poal; the Tepidarius -~
i:|n||; and the Caldarium =
the hor water poal -= were all constructed so
as best to urilize the hor warer of the natural
springs., The genius of Roman engineering is
evidenr everywhere, [Extensive use was madeof
lead pipes for water supply and drainage; there
were intricate hearing and conling sysrems, and
a whole array of sophisticated accessories were
used by rhe Roman rs in their attempt to
create optimum bathing conditions,

HE HAT 1. OF PILT.ARS is possibly rhe most
magnificent of all, "This wa Fepidarium,’”
which held the most comforrable water tempera-

darium « rhe
the lukewarm water

designe
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Vhe Black Whale Offens
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We fearure over twenty
specialty seafood items including

* FRESH ABALONE
* LIVE MAINE LOBSTER
* STEAK
* PRIME RIB
* LAMB CHOPS

DINNER SERVED 5 PM to 2:30 AM
7 DAYS A WEEK

Live Entorfainment, Dancing & Appetizers ‘Hl Dawn
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HANIMAT
EXCAVATED
THERN ISRAEL SITEOF HANMMAT GADER

GADER, ISRAEL.

ROMAN

[ HI
NOR=-
THIE
YATHIS 18 THE SECOND

ENTIRE RONMAN EMPIRE -
AND HAS BEEN EXTENSIVELY UNCOVERED
DURING  FOUR  YEARS OF ENCAVATIONS
WIHICIH BEGAN IN 1079,

- PART OF
BATHS AT THE

NETWORK OF I
FARGEST IN THE

rure of all 1.{Il\l_:.. W rows Irl"llll_'lr.-i nnee sup-
porie | an enarmous roaf that reached 14 meters
1have the floor, It is awesome ro redlize rhat
the roof rose another 18 feer above the recons
structed arch, Fhe Fall of Pillars has been
identified as the site of the famoas orgies,
wirthaut which no self -« respecting Roman hath
would be complete,
[_EPERS PO
[he discovery of the [ EPERS" POOT caused
iderable excirement amang the archaenlogi-
cal commuriry, since rhe pool marches exacrly

orh century
visited the

the description recorded by the
traveller Antonius Plakenria, who
(Conrinued on page 9)
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