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Israel's 35 years of independence (1948-

1983) are rooted in 35 centuries of Jewish life
in the l.and of Israel, In these 35 years, Israel
has built a modern, democratic state, absarbed
hundreds of rhousands of newcomers and de-
veloped ifs economy, while being compelled to
defend its very existence,

People;
srael regained irs independence to become a
homeland for the Jewish people, and the majority

of its population are Jews, At the same time,
Israel is a pluralistic, egalitarian society in
which people of different religions, ethnic ori-
ginsg and social rraditions co-exist, and every
citizen is equal before rthe law,

In 1948, about 800,000 people lived in the
country = 630,000 Jews and 150,000 Arahs and
Druze, 1In 1983, Israel's rotal popularion is
4,010,000, of which more than 600,000 comprise
the counrry's Arab and Druze communities,

Since 1948, Israel has welcomed more than
1.7 million Jews, coming from more than 100
countries, Many were survivors of the [lolo-
caust in Eurape or Jews forced to flee from
Arab lands, Otherswere immigrants who wanted
to participate ip the rebuilding of the Jewish
[nday mare than half of the country's
popularion s Israel = born,

state,

Popularion Distriburions

Iscaelis hasically anurban society, Almosg
Q0 percent of all Israelis live in mare than 112
urban centres and three major cities -- Jeru-
sdlem, the capial (pop. 410,000 Tel Aviva
Jaffa (pop, 336,000); and [oifa (pop. 230,000),
Nearly half of Israel's totall population lives

in the coastal plain berdering the Mediterran-
ean, from Nahariya in the north to Ashkelon
in the south.

In 1946, fewers than 10 [sraeli rowns had
‘i'li'l_]] iions of over ]H'I‘l“".f: fl_r(i.i_\' there dre
ar least 65, Some are new development rowns
built since the early 1950°'s, each hased on a
comprehensive plan for housing, employment,
distribution of services and the siting of new
indusrry,

Return to rthe land has beenone of the cen-
tral efforts of modern Israel Some [0 percent
of all lsraelis today live in 123 rural centres,

230 kibhdtzim and 360 moshavim, T e kibbutz --
thie best - known of Israel's coaperative agri=
cultural villuges -- is demncratically - run

community in which all properiy is callecrively
wned and work isorganized an a shared hasis,
About 2.8 percent of Israel’s population are
kibbytz meéembers percent of all
Israclis live on a mushav-=2a caoper irpve village
inwhich each memher family owns and operates
frs own farm, but markering and services are
organized or mmunal basis,
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Education:

Education is allocated a major portion of
Israel's national budget, In 194849, 135,000
youngsiers atrtended school in Israel; currently,
over 1,25 million children and youth areenrolled
in the country's education system, In Israel,
education is free and compulsory for all child-
ren aged 5 - 16, and free for rthose who continue
through high school.

Today, B8 percent of all three - year olds
and 97 percent of all four - year - olds in
Israel attend preschool programmes -- the
highest rate in rhe world, About 116,000 stu-
dents are currently enrolled in Israel's seven
accrediteds universities and other institutions
of higher learning., Recently, mare than 30,000
adulrs annually are raking courses, either through
the Open University or in various other pro-
grammes designed to upgrade skills or offer
basic knowledge,

Sacial Services:

During 35 years of statehood, Israel has
2nacted a4 broad range of social legislation,
Every lsraeli is guaranteed 4 basic minimum
income, and all those unable to provide fortheir
own needs are eligible for social assistance,
At the same time, emphasis is on rehahilitation
services to help people to help themselves, The
number of faimilies receiving social assistance
has declined from 44,0000 i 1955 to 23,300 in
1982,

he Nationa' [nsurance Institute provides
social security benefits, including family allow-
ances graded in favour of families wirth many
children. Unemployment insurance, disabiliry
payments, marerpity benefits and nld-age pen-
sinns are available o all workers,

A upique  programme for rhe social and
physical rehabilitarion of disadvamaged neigh-
hourhonds, Project Renewal, combines efforts of
government .I_;:r.'m‘ic:%, i-:l.l.-:lH!!‘.l(_'IIII'IH'I[][]”IL‘H.!]\d
local residents in facilitating practical solutions
for long - standing problems,.

Hedilth Services in Israel:

“In 1948, Israel”s 66 Rospitals provided 4,620
beds; woday, 33 years later, 27,5000 beds are
ivatlaple in 145 hospitals throughout the country,
Israel’'s doctor - to - popalation ratio of 1:415
is. one of the highest in the world, Over 90
percent of Israel’s popdlation receives c¢ome-
prehensive medical care throughane of the cnun-
try's voluntary hea'th insurance schemes,
Economy;

Froma semi = agricultural économy 35 yedrs
1o, [srael has rapidly develaped into o modern
industrial state, whose GNI? has increased more
than tenfold, Today Isracl is almost self=suffi-
cient in food supply and irs production for ex-
part 18 shifting to rechnhology-based indusrries,
Finance, transportation, communications, con-
stiruction and orher facilities are highly developed
tn serve the countrv's growing economy,

Industry,

From $28 million in 1949, Israel's net export
of goods has climbed to some S48 billioa in
1982,  Today more than 90 percent of all export
gonds dare industrial products, including polished
dianon 55_ 1'|r'r.(‘!_'_qu|I foods, rextiles, chemicals
ind plastics, Recently, over 25 percent of 1s-
rael’s indusirial output has bheen high
nology elecrranic equipment, much of which was
'fl.'\l_']q[.-l'\i 18 a result of close eollaboration he -
tween [srael's scientific research cenrres and
local manufacrurers, About half of Israel's ex-
pocis gn to European countries and abour 20
percent tothe Unirted Stares,

tech-
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Agriculture;

[Staels agricultural economy has been tradi-

tionally based on citrus, However, virtually
every kind of farm produce has been introduced
since the founding of the state, Intensive culti=
vation in fields and hot - houses as well as
revolutionary developments in irrigation and
harvesting have made Israel a world leader in
agricultural production, Since 1948, the area
of land under cultivation has increased from
408,000 acres to 1,075,000 (more than half of
which are under irrigation), while Israel's farm
output has grown from $130 million in 1949 to
about $600 million in the 1980's,

[ourism:

T The tourist industry earned some $900 million
in 1982, 1 year in which more than a million
visitors came tolsrael, attracted by the country’s
geographical diversity, archaeological and reli-
rious sites, and almostunlimited sunshine, About
60 percent of the annual influx of tourists comes
from Europe and some 30 percent from the United
srates.

In 1982, about 23,000 tourists came froml e-
banon and Egypr, in addition to- the 100,000
from Arab lands who have entered Israel annually
via the Jordan bridges since rthey were opened
in 1968,

Culture and the Arts;

Israelis read more extensively thanany other
people: 3,700 hooks are published annually, as
are more than 700 newspapers and magazines,
Concert halls are found throughout the country
and rhe per capita subscriprion to performances
by the Israel Philharmenic Orchestra is the
Bighestin the world, Duance, drama and all kinds
of visual arts are creared and widely dppre-
ciared, Some 90 musceums record more than 4]
million visitors each year, while 235 official out-
door sires and |80 narional parks and nature re-
serves  welcome about 6,5 million people an-
rually,

Fowards PPeace;

"7 Five cimes Tn 33 vears |srae! has been com-
pelled to go to war todefend its right 1o exist.
[he 1978 signing of rthe 1srael - Egypt peace
tredaty marked the beginning of a new era in the
region, After decades of futile conflict, some
ways appear to have opened up ar last for the
gralual development of peaceful and mutually
fruitful relations berween Isruel and its Arab
neighbours, The current negotiations herween
Israel and llebanonhopefully willtake the process
rowards peace one ST furrher,

TEI1 AVIV (WNS) == Two Israell soldiers
were wounded by small arms fire and bazookas
fired from an ambush ar an 1D patral west
of Eian Zahlara, in c¢entral Lepanan, [he
wounded men were evacunred ro o Haifa hospiral
by helicopter while aFmy unirs searched the
area, using flares during the night, Israel Ra-
dio said that since February, sixIsracli soldiers
had been killed and over 30 wounded in 26 inci-
dents in Lebanon.

NEW YORK (WNS) == A npear capacity crowd
of 2,500 peaple, many of them survivors of
Nazi concentration camps and others who foaght
in ghetto resistance movements during World
War 11, garthered at Temple Emanu-El here for
the annual ceremonies marking Yom Ila=Shoah
and the 40th anniversary of the Warsaw Gherrn
Uprising, Many of the speakers focused on the
need to remember the story of the Halocaust and
to retell the heroic deeds of the gherto fighters,
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