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OUR MAN
IN HAIFA

CARL ALPERT

Clied Ralbbis
one pawe'z{af
Than The President

HAIFA -- The elecrion
Rabbis in Israel has not
attention overseas as the election of Israel's
new President, but the facr is that the Chief
Rahbis have considerably more pawer and in-
fluence than the President. The very institu-
tion of a Chief Rabbi, as a. state functionary,
strange. to Jews averseas, Further-
mare, we have nor one hut two - ane serving

of two new (Chef
drrracted as much

seems

the Ashkenazi community, and the other the
\u‘l'u|;.{ ]'(H.
I'he office dates back to the time of the (ito-

man Empire, when the government assuredeach

Re-elect
Al
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of its religious minorities full autonomy in mat-
ters of concern to them. The religious leader
of the Jews was known as the Haham (the wise
one) and with the addition of the Turkist trans-
lation he became known as [Haham Bashi.

When the British mandate was established
over Palestine after the First World War, the
High Comissioner, Sir He<berr Samuel, wani>l
to assure the rights of the Christian and Moslem
communities, e continued the same principle
of autonnomy, and of course the Jews organized
their religious affairs in parallel fashion, The

csupreme religious aurhoriry, created inl921, be-

came known as the Chief Rabbi,

Fach community is given jurisdiction and
control over macters which in other counrries
fall under civil law, such as marriage, divorce,
alimony, burials, ete, Any artempt by Israel to
¢hange the system - for eximple, to strip the
Moslem Shaciah courts of their jurisdiction over
these areas of religious concern to them, would
cause the entire Noslem world to rise up in
protest, and a revolution would probably break
out at home,

Much of the duy - to = day administration
of these marters is carried on by the Ministry
of Religious Affairs, with which the Chief Rab-
binare is assoclated, The Ministry handles the
concerns of all religious groups in Israel, apd
assures rthe independence and autonomy of each,

[he concerns of the Jewish commuiity are
many, ranging from yeshivas to kashrut super-
vision and to mikvehs, ritual baths.,  In each
local commupity dare religious councils, respon-

Al Levy...

Has always voted to put more police officers
on the streets.

Vigorously supported construction of the
new County Jail Facility and more improve-
ments to the City Jail Annex.

Has always strongly fought for Senior Pro-
grams such as

* the Senior Citizens’ Law Project
which provides free non-criminal
legal aid to Seniors.

e expansion of the Senior Center
on Bonanza Road.

Al has also been a strong vocal proponent
for providing the City with more firefighters
and fire stations, as well as updating fire
safety equipment and techniques.

Al has consistently spoken out against the
Public Service Commission and the exhorbi-
tant utility rate increases along with fighting

for programs aimed at road improvements
and flood control.

COMMISSION

District

Al also works tirelessly to obtain answers for
our difficult mass transportation problems.

And most importantly, Al Levy has always

1 been one of the most available elected offi-
cials in Southern Nevada. His total open door

A Solid Record
On Issues That Count:

During his term on the City Commission,
Al Levy has always pushed to give the resi-
dents of Las Vegas a strong voice on the

City Commission.

policy has never been changed in the four
years he’s served on our City Commission.

LeA\Iry

A STRONG VOICE
FOR LAS VEGAS

Be Sure To Vote May 3rd ... Your Vote Does Count
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sible o the Ministry in Jerusalem, and drawing
their budget from it. Salaries of the rabhis,
religious court judges, and the various officials
and functionaries, are all paid from the budger
of the Ministry.

One of the most troublesome aspects of the
whole institution is that while Israel recognizes
the rights of Christians and Maoslems, Bahais
and Karaites and Samaritans, there is no sucl
recognition of any rights for Liberal or Con-
servative Judaism in an establishment which is
operated by and for orthodox Jews, The issues
involved are going to erupt into open conflic
with increasing frequency.

The Chief Rabhinate has two primary groeus
of operation, One is general supervision of
most rabbinical funcrions in the country; rhe
other is the Supreme Religious Court, which
acts as a court of appeal from the many loca)
rabbinical courts which handle divorce cases,
ind various disputes of religious concern, iy
new agreement, Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi Avrabam
Shapiro and Sephardi Chief Rabbi Mordechai I1i-
ahu will divide their ten year term, One will
serve for five years as Chief Rabbiandthe orhe
as Chief Justice of the Court; for the second
five years they will reverse their roles, Amuong
recent incumbents this had been a matter of
dispute,

[leadquarters of the Chief Rabbinate is o.
cated in Jlechal Shloemo, in Jerusalem, It
sometimes jocularly referred to as the Daric.
a play on the words Varican and dati, the [l
irew waord for “religious,"”

[he Chief Rabbis wereelected by anelecto)
board consisring of 150 members, 80 of thie
rabbis and the remainder civic leaders at large,
Mnst of the slecrors were chosen on rthe hasi
of polttical conspderarions, and the electio
paign was a not very edifying specrable,

[he office of the Chief Rabbi is modified |
the charderer and personality of the ma
nccumes the post, [ this day Chiel |
Avraham Yitzhak Kook, who served

Ashenazic post from 1921 until his deart

iIs regardod as the leading and domin pe =
sonality ih the modern rabbinical hisn
counrry, Flis administration was marl
Courageous rulings wnweh sought 1o (o
halact strict Jewisi [ S T K S 1
madern living, e was succeeded
abbia ‘1.I'/f'l.l}~' i_".!l.i_"."_.' |lerz W Who Canye T
st ifrer being Chief Rabbi of 1rueland,
Herzop |s S . Ihe next Asake
Rabbr wis Shlomo Goren, whe brought
Ham! OvVaacy o the i"-“L"-"H. He earn !] | -
Irooper wings, and had | great stnse of o
dramatic, as evidenced by hHis Blowing
shofar atop Mboum Sina fmong ather ¢
[he successive Sephardi o cupants of the |
n marked by their digniry and s« I
shipy but they were por as well known i
W sg
It 15 penerally expecred thar under the
mini iton of Chief Raois Shapiro and
Parican will entes Cnnservative pe!
S irrerpretation of Jewish law, A |
little: hope o Jews wino da pot subscrib
rrhodoxy

FLONDON (WNS) == A memorialtothe vierims
of the Nazillolocaust is to be opened this summe!
in lyde Park, T ondon, with the consent of 1
British government, The first memarial of its
kind in Britain, it will consist of speciilly
landscaped garden and a stone bearing i Biblical
quotation in llebrew and nglish, Government
ipproval of rhe scheme was announced in I'ar-
llamenr by Neil MacFarlane, Undersecretary ot
the Department of Environmenr.,
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