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LLAS VEGAS ISRAELITE

COSTA RICA & GUATEMALA NEED RABBIS

NEW YORK -« The Academy for Jewish
Jewish communities Srudies without walls,
of Costa Rica and The visiting group,
Guatemala areinneed consisting of 15 peo-
of rabbis, and Ameri- ple most of Whom are
can rabbinical groups members of the I arin

should be urged to American Committee

supply this need, ac- of AJC's Foreign Af-
cording toa groupof fairs Commission,
American Jewish was led by Howard
Commirtee leaders 1., Greenberger, Pro-
who have just returned fessor and former
from a rwo - week visit Associate Dean of the
to five [larin Ameri- New York University
can countries, School of 1.aw, whois

Among other re- a member of AJC's
commendations, the Board of Governors

and Chairman of the
[Larin American Com-

urged the AJC
the leaders

group
to invite

of the Jewish com- minee, It also in-
munities in these cluded Sergio Nudel-
countries to - parrici= stejer, Director of
pate in the organiza- AJC's office for Me-

tion's Annual Meering xico and Central Am-

in New York in May, erica,

They also reported The counrries visi-
that the Jewish com- ted, in addition to
munity of Venezuela Costa Rica and Gua-
was interested in ob- temala, were Venezu-
taining for  irs adult  ela, Panama andSanto
educarion program Domingo. In each
copies of the study country, the AJC mis-
guides used in the sion met with high
correspondence cour- government officials
ses offered by AJC's and with U.,S, and
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Israeli ambassadors
as well as  with lea-
ders of the Jewish
community,

In a brief sum-
mary 1'&]‘|r1|:'T on his
return to the United
States, Mr, Green-
berger described
some of the group's
experiences,

"We had a very
enthusiasric meeting
with the President of
Costa Rica, Dr, L uis
Alberta Monge, Wwho
reaffirmed his strong
commitment to Israel
as a democratic so=-
ciety,"" he said, and
added:

“Dr. Monge
pared Israel's
tion in the Middle
East, surrounded by
unfriendly neighbors,
to the problems of

com-
isola=

Costa Rica as one of
the few demuacracies
in Central \merica,

“The lIsraeli Am-
bassador i Costa
Rica, David Tourge=
man, confirmed the
fact that relations
hetween Israel and
Costa Rica are
:-‘;H'U'[}EIL’Y than (‘.‘\-"L‘I‘,

with many Costa Rican
students going to Is-
rael to study, and Is-
rael providing instruc-
tors and rechnical
assistance in return,"’

Mr, Greenberger
also reported thatboth
President Monge and
U, 5. Ambassador
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had
the
strides
has made
irs

after a
runaway

Francis McNeil
commented on
““epormous
Costa Rica
in stahilizing
economy
period of
inflation.'" He added:

“Costa Rica is re-~
ceiving increasedeco-
nomic aid from the
U,S,, and is hoping
that the Reagan Ad-
minstration's Car-
ribbean Basin Plan
will be implemented
soon in order to eli-
minare tariffs ontheir
exports to the Lnited
Stares,"’

In his remarks
about rthe Jewish com=-
munity in Costa Rica,
which numbers ap-
proximately 2500ina
population of maore
than two million, Mr,
Greenberger deas-
cribed it as a “‘close

knit group, with an
excellent Jewish
school, a love of

Jewish tradition, and a
deep dedication to
Israel,"’

“lts most immediate
need is a rabbi,'" he
said,

lurning to the Jews
of Panama, Mr. Green=-
berger characterized
them as a “vital com-
munity of abour 3500
people, dedicated 1o
viable Jewish life,"”

He said that
Friday evening the
members of his AJC
mission broke up into
three small groups,
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each of which artend-
ed services in one of
Panama's threesyna=-
gogues Orthodox,
Conservative, and Re=
form, The community
also Supporis twWo
Jewish day schools,
in which 20 per cent
of the student body
are non - Jews, he
said,

“Jews have deep
historical roots inPa-
namanian  society,"
he continued, ‘‘Some
families can trace
themselves back in
Panama for morethan
200 years, and there
is a Jewish cemetery
that is at least 200
years old,"

Turning his atten=
rion to the economic
and political situarion
in Papama, Mr, Green-
berger reported that
rhe country was “just

beginning to be af=-
fected by the world-
wide recession'' and
that ‘'the effects of

the recession on Canal

tolls are yer to be
felt to any great ex-
tent, "’

e described a

conversation with the
First Secretary ofthe
American Embassy in
Panama, who express-
ed the belief rhat the
government there
would ““hold elections
some time toward the
end of this year or
the beginning of next
year, and that the
problems resulting
from rthe evolving re=-
lationship between the
U.S, and Panama in
regard to the Canal

were not insurmourn-
table and were work-
ing out better than
some thought they
would five years
ago.,''

Mr, Greenberger is-
sued a warning, how-
ever, srating rhar*‘the
one message  we gol
from a number of
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including the

Embassy,

the amount
of educational’ aid
being given by the
Sovier Union to Pana-
manian  students in
the way of scholar-

people,
American
concerned

ships. A modest
program of educa-
tional aid from the
United States would

be terriby helpful and

beneficial to Ameri-
can interests,"

In Caracas, Vene-
zuela, the most

cosmopolitan of  the
cities visited by the
AJC leaders, they
found “a very well
organized Jewish
community of about
25,000 with most in=
stitutional bodies un-
der the overall super-
vision of a central
council known as the
Confederation of the
Jewish Associations
of Venezuela,"

“They run a whole
network of Jewish day
schools, have amag-

nificent athleric fa-
cility called the He-
braica, an Askenazi

well as a
kehila, a

kehila as
Sephardic

B'nai B'rith and a
Zionist organiza-
tion,"' Mr., Green-~

berger stated,

“They alsa  share
some of the same
concerns and prob-
lems that are pre-
sent in American
Jewish society == in-
termarriage, assimi-
lation when children
go away to college,
and the general loss
of Jewish identity.
However, the leader-
ship of the com-
munity is broadly
based, and they are
making sincere ef=
forts to bring in

younger professionals
and business people
to take vital leader-
ship roles."
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