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WASHINGTON (WNS) The State Depart-
ment rejected any role for the Soviet Union in
the efforts to resolve the situation in Lebanon,
saying that it does not think "any purpose will
be served by that on the basis of the Soviet
record, or lack of record, in achieving any
constructive breakthrough in the Mideast." The
Department was responding to Israeli Defense
Minister Ariel Sharon's reported overtures to
the Soviets to met together and talk."

TEL AVIV (WNS) V.S. Naipaul, the
writer born in Trinidad of Indian

Brahmin parentage and a long time resident
of Britain, is to be awarded the 1983 Jerusa-
lem Prize for Literature at a ceremony at the
11th Jerusalem Book Fair on April 27, it was
announced here January 25. His latest book,
"Among the Believers" (1981) is a critical
look at Khomeinism and the increasing mili-

tancy of Islam in other countries.

JERUSALEM, Israel: - Jerusalem's Plaza
Hotel this month became the first hotel any-
where in the world (outside the United States)
to broadcast American television news to its
guests on a 24 - hour basis. The Jerusalem
Plaza Hotel is a member of the International
Canadian Pacific hotel chain - and is located
in central Jerusalem.

JERUSALEM (WNS) A Is-

raeli woman was reported "in serious condi-
tion" after undergoing brain surgery at Hadassah
Hospital for head injuries caused by a rock
thrown through the windshield of a military
vehicle she was riding in on the night of Jan-

uary 29. The victim, Esther Ohana of Beit
Shaen, was hit when the vehicle, driven by a
senior army officer, was passing through the
Dahariya Village on the Beersheba- - Hebron
highway. The rock was thrown from behind
the wall of a nearby school. The army clamped
a curfew on the village and 10 suspects were
arrested for questioning.

WASHINGTON (WNS) A Justice Depart-
ment official has admitted that a second coun-

try has turned down a U.S. request for perma-
nent residence for Rumanian Orthodox Arch-
bishop Valerian Trifa of Grass Lake, Michi-
gan. Kathleen "Coleman, the Justice Depart-
ment attorney, who '

presented the government's
case during Trifa's deportation hearings in

"Detroit, said that Italy had joined Switzerland
in turning down the U.S. request to take Trifa.
Coleman said the U.S. will continue to work to
find a home for Trifa.

TEL AVIV (WNS) The direct cost of the
Lebanon war, projected through the end of

March this year, will be 48.2 billion Shekels
(equal at present rate to $1.35 billion), the
army has announced. The army said this figure
goes not include any indirect costs such as the

impact of the call - up of the reserves. The

largest single expense was 23.6 billion Shek-

els (663 million) on expended equipment and
the replacement of stockpiles and the return
to service of material.

TEL AVIV (WNS) Two Katyusha rockets
launched from Lebanon fell inside Israel near
the border kibbutz of Zarit. An army spokes-
man said there were no casualties or damage.
Army patrols are searching for the launchers
and persons who fired the rockets. This is the
third time rockets have fallen on Israel terri-
tory since the war in Lebanon began last June.
Premier Menachem Begin promised at that time
that no more Katyusha rockets would ever fall
on Israel.

BONN (WNS) Karl-Hei- nz Hoffman, who
headed a group of West German rightwing
extremists who received military training in
PLO installations in Lebanon, was charged
in Nuremberg with the murder of Jewish pub-
lisher Shlomo Levin and. his companion,
Frida Poescke, in Erlangen on December 19,
1980. Hoffman was the leader of the so-cal- led

sports group named atter him and which was
outlawed by the Interior Ministry in 1980. Some
15 members of the group, led by Hoffman
personally, later turned up, in PLO military
camps where they trained, in the use of arms.
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