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KEY POINT IN LETTER TO

COMMISSI Oil OF IIIQUMY

JERUSALEM (WNS) Premier Menachem
Begin continued to maintain that neither he nor
his government had any reason to suspect that
the Christian Phalangists would commit at-

rocities against civilians when Israel permitted
them to enter the Sabra and Shatila refugee
camps in west Beirut last September.

This was the keypoint made in a letter the
Premier sent to the commission, of inquiry
which is investigating the refugee massacres.
Begin chose to respond by letter to a notifica-
tion earlier by the commision to nine senior
Israeli officials that they could re -- appear before
the commission to clarify testimony that they
delivered 'earlier.

Begin stressed in his letter that the Phalan-
gists had refrained from acts of vengence "or
other irregular actions" against Palestinians in
the two days immediately after the assassination
of Lebanon's President - elect Bashir Gemayel,
the Phalangist leader. According to Begin,
their restraint "eased fears' and "confirmed
our knowledge" that the Phalangists were
"organized, disciplined and cenially controlled
military units."

Begin, who testified in person before the
three-ma- n panel on November 8, added nothing
to his original brief. His letter stressed that
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I Unfortunate Accident
In Beirut

TEL AVIV (WN)
An Israeli soldier was
wounded and two Le-

banese soldiers were
killed when an Israeli
army vehicle was fired
upon near a Lebanese
roadblock in east
Beirut, an army

. spokesman announ
ced. Israeli forces
returned fire and Is-

rael Defense Force
units scoured the
area for the attac-
kers. The incident
was described as an

"unfortunate acci-
dent" by IDF sold-
iers, Lebanese sold-
iers manning a check-
point at the eastern
approaches of the city
were said to have
opened fire in the
direction from which
the shots had come,

killing the two Le-

banese soldiers at
the checkpoint.

In Washington,
the Reagan Adminis-
tration said the Beirut
shootout demonstra-
ted the need for the
rapid withdrawal of
all foreign troops
from Lebanon.

At the
White House, Presi-
dent Reagan was

quoted by the
spokesman Larry
Speakes as saying
that one of the
reasons it was "ur-
gent" to "move for-
ward" with the with-

drawal of troops as
rapidly as possible
was the danger of
violent occurances.

TELL TALES
"One Man Plus The Truth

Constitutes A Majority"

BY IRVIN J. BOROWSKY

(EDITOR'S NOTE; Irvin Borowsky, Philadelphia
comrnanity leader and publishing executive, is

president of the Jewish Exponent and Inside
Magazine.)

Who can deny that the Jewish-peopl- find
joy in taking independent positions on most
issues? Our heritage has taught us to con-

stantly explore, to question, to dig deep in
order to more fully taste and contribute to
the life experience. Throughout the centur-
ies, many of our learned scholars have de-

voted all their days, all their years, to research-
ing, expressing their interpretations of the most
minute passages of Torah and Jewish law. And
who can deny that this creative, truth-seeki- ng

process became the seeds that have sprouted
some of the world's more progressive move-
ments in social and political endeavors?

It is no wonder that this heritage has brought
many Jewish people into professions that utilize
both verbal and written skills such as journalism,
movies, television and other media.

In America, the scope and inventiveness of
the Jewish ability to communicate, to sway,
to influence, has been felt in every sector of
the nation.

Curiously, this ability seems not to have ex-

tended to Israeli media personnel. In present-
ing a reflection of that country to their own

citizens, to Jews abroad and' to the world at
large, their public relations efforts have been
dismally ineffective. The events of the past
few months have been presented as a complete
disaster to the world and permitted Arafat, the
terrorist, to emerge as a hero.

The Israeli leadership must learn the basic
and advanced techniques of public relations and
communications because the real world force
today is Media !!

(Continued on Page 4)

MORTUARIES AND

MEMORIAL PARKS Jp

I1 Yahrzeits Tonight At Beth Sholom
I

YAHRZEITS:
(Friday, Dec. 17, 1982)
Beatrice Krivel
Morry Deitch
Joseph Weiner
Harry Rosenberg
Usher Diener
Albert Goot

.Simon Axler
Max Elster
Benjamin Katz
Max Bluestein
Harold Spector
Jacob Ober
Joseph Haft
Alan Garboos

Charlotte Lebovitz
Moe Sedway
Jacob Marcus
Dorothy Katz
Millard G. Gray
Etta Israelson
Dr. Isaac Goldberg
Bela Willinger
Dora Schlofsky
Molly Weiner
Harry Plotkin
Myer H. Meltzer
Benjamin Spector
Isaac Diamondstone
Fanny Goldberg
Dr. Alexander Mason
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JERUSALEM. ..SHLOMO AHARONI AND NURSE
ELANA ABRAHAM PREPAREFOR HANUKKA AT
THE HADASSAH UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL,
MOUNT SCOPUS. PATIENTS IN THE PEDIA-
TRICS WARDS ARE KEPT BUSY MAKING DREI-DEL- S,

TOPS, FROM EGG CONTAINERS AND
PRACTICE LIGHTING THE MENORAH AS THEY
LOOK FORWARD TO CELEBRATING "THE
FEAST OF LIGHTS."
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