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ROME (WNS) ==
About 15,000 people,
virtually the entire

Jewish population of
this city, attendedthe
funeral servicesheld

October 12 for two
year old Stephano
Tasche, who was
killed when unidenti-
fied gunmen attacked
Jewish  worshippers
outside the main
synagogue, The fun-
eral was an opccasion
of mourning and
catharsis fortheJews
of Rome, The Jewish
community had
blamed the media for
creating a climate
in which violence
against Jews was
permissible and the
release of emotions
at the funeral enabled
a reconciliation of
sorts between Italy's
Jews and the [talian
officialdom,

The terrorist at
rack, in which 37
people were wounded,
including women and
young children ina hail
of machinegun fire
and grenade frag-
ments, came on the
heels of the reception
Eiven to Palestine Li=
eration Organization
chief, Yasir Arafart,
by President Snandro
Pertini and Pope
John Paul 11, Tharwas
seen by Italian Jews
as the legitimization
of a terrorist leader
and arch - enemy of
Israel and the Jewish
people., Jews were
furious  with the Ita-
lian media for what
they considered un-
fair criticism of Is-
rael's actions in l.e-
banon, bordering on
anti - Semitism. The
Rome Jewish com-
munity  isolated ir-
self and rejected all
expressions of sym-
pathy, “Words serve
little purpose,'’ de-
clared Chief Rabbi
Elio Toaff,

At the funeral, how=
ever, Toaff and Presi=-
dent Pertini embraced

and the Chief Rabbi
spoke of reconcilia-
tion, reconstruction

and peace, No Italian
authorities

had been

invited to the burial
services, although the
community announced
that “whoever wished
could come,'” Pertini
came, accompanied
by Premier Giovanni
Spadolini, the only
senior minister who
had refused to greet
Arafar, President
Pertini kissed the
tiny coffin of the dead
child whom the Chief
Rabbi  designated a
“holy martyr"” of Ju-
daism, There were
also Christian friends
among the mourners,
some former partisan
fighters and sur-
vivors of the Holo-
caust which took the
lives of many non-
Jews in Italy during
World War 1];

The president of
the Union of Iralian
Jewish communirties,
Orto Lenghi, spoke
just before the cor-
tage set off on its
sombre march through
the streets of Rome,
He said the procession
had been decidedonto
“break through the
isolation’ into which
Rome’'s Jews plunged
themselves after
Saturday's tragedy,
The cortege moved
slowly from Ti-
berine Island which
houses the Fatebene-
fratelli Hospital where
many of the injured
in the terrorist at-

tack were treated
and where young
Stephano’s mother,
recovering from
wounds wartched rear-
fully, to the main
synagogue where
Rabbi Toaff recited
prayers, It ended
in front of the Pan-
theon, The marchers
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included a massive
turnout of teenagers.
They carried signs
reading, ‘“The Jewish
People Live,' and
““We Italians are all
wounded Jews'' along
with many other pla-
cards,

But while
ciliation was in the
air, the mood of the
mourners remained
bitter, Most Jews
boycotted - an official
day of mourning Oct,
11, proclaimed bythe
municipal, provincial
and regional govern-
ments and the fe-
deration of trade
unions, The one
Jewish delegation
was led by architect
Bruno Zevi who re-
cited a list of accu-
sations anddemanded
passage of a law that

recon=-

would make anti-Se-
mitism a criminal
offense, [Italian fac-

tories and businesses
observed a two hour
work stoppage andbus
drivers called for a
strike to demonstrate
solidarity withRome's
Jews,
Meanwhile,
rorists who
petrated the
on the
have not
prehended,
Nidal, a

the ter-

per=
assault
synagogue

been ap-

But Abu
shadowy fi=-
gure in the rogues
gallery of Palestin-
ian terrorists emer-
ged as the prime
suspect behind rthe
attack, Italian police,
who havethe coopera-

tion of the French
police in the case,
determined that the

weapons usedinRome
were of the same type
as those employed
in attacks on Jews and
others.
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SHAMIR MEETS
WITH
SHULTI

WASH, (WNS) ==
Israeli  Foreign Mi=
nister Yitzhak Shamir
emerged from a four-

hour meeting with
Secretary of State
George Shultz and

announced thar Israel
and the U.S, would
set up a working
group to discuss their
proposals for the early
withdrawal of all
foreign troops from
I.ebanon, Shamir, who
presented Shultz with
proposals drafted
by the Israeli Cabi-
net, would not re-
veal any derails
of the Cabinet's po=-
sitions, He declined
to discuss a re~
ported two - tier se-
curity plan for south
[.ebanon that the Ca=-
binet was said ro
have suggested,
Shamir said his
talk with Shultz, which

lasted two hours
longer than had been
seheduled, was held

in a “‘spirit of friend-
ly consultation,’’ He
said they were trying
to find a common
solution to withdrawal
and ensuring the se-
curity of the Leba-
nese - Israeli border,
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STH DIMENSION SETS
LV HOT AIR BALLOON FETE

THE S5TH DIMENSION INTERNATIONAL HOT
AIR BALLOON SPECTACULAR, AN ATHLETIC
COMPETITION AND ENTERTAINMENT EVENT
WHICH IS FREE TO THE PUBLIC, WILL HAVE
ITS' WORLD PREMIERE AT THE LLAS VEGAS
CONVENTION CENTER ON NOVEMBER 27,
1982, AT 8:00 A,M,, IT WAS ANNOUNCED
BY ERIK STERLING, PERSONAL MANAGER
FOR THE MUSICAL GROUP,

NEW YORK (WNS) -~ Michael Masch of the
Philadelphia Jewish Exponent, the Cleveland
Jewish News staff and Martin Peretz, editor of
the New Republic are the winners of the 1982
Smolar Awards for Excellence in North Am-
erican Jewish Journalism conferred by the
Council of Jewish Federations, The CJF Smolar
Award Committee, chaired by Marvin Holland
of Rhode Island, chose the winners from agroup
of 13 finalists among over 100 entries, The
Awards are named after Boris Smolar, journa-
list, author and editor - in - chief emeritus
of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

WE SHOULD GO TO
THE FUNERAL HOME

BUT, 1 NEVER KNOW

The fact is that nothing can be sald to express adequately our
loss or make the bereaved family feel better. But that doesn't
mean that a visit and an expression of sympathy won't be helpful.
Bereaved persons tell us that it's not the words that are helpful but
that someone cared enough to go to the funeral home and express
their sympathy In person. Sometimes just a hug or holding your
friend’s hand briefly is a good way to say “I care.” When a friend
loses a loved one go to the funeral home. Express your sympathy
and offer your assistance. You'll be appreciated for caring.

I KNOW

WHAT TO SAY.
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