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BEGIN DEFENDS ISRAELI ACTIONS IN LETTER TO CRANSTON

which perpetrated the
horrible killings."

Begin stressed that
Israel has now de-

cided to hold a com-

mission of inquiry,
adding that the delay
in establishing such
an inquiry was due
to "several factors
which could not possi-
bly be known even
to our best friends
living thousands of
miles away from
the scene of the tra-

gedy." But Begin
stressed that, now that
an inquiry will take
place, "nothing will
be hidden. Everything
will be clarified."

WASH. (WNS)
Replying to a letter
from Sen. Alan Cran-
ston (D. Cal.) in which
the solon was highly
critical of Israel's
recent actions in Le-

banon, Premier Me-nach- em

Begin has re-

plied that the cam-

paign to blame Israel
for the massacre of
Palestinian civilians
in the refugee camps
in west Beirut was
"unbelievable, fan-

tastic, and totally
despicable."

The Israeli Pre-
mier replied in the
form of a letter
to Cranston. The text
of the letter was re-

leased here by the Is-

rael Embassy. Cran-

ston, the deputy De-

mocratic leader in the
Senate and an ardent
supporter of Israel,
wrote to Begin Sep-
tember 22. Cranston,
at that time said that
while he had initially
supported Israel's ef-

forts in Lebanon, it
now appeared to both

perpetrate a massa-
cre." He noted that
it would have been
"Morally untenable
and sinful" to make
triends and critics
of Israel that Begin
and Defense Minister
Ariel Sharon "have
substituted naked mi-

litary force for a
balanced foreign po-

licy which should
reflect a decent
respect for the opin-
ion of mankind."

At the outset of his
letter to Cranston,
Begin noted that the
Senator has "a per-
fect right, even from
afar, to criticize
Israel's actions or
proffer advice be-

cause you are a real
friend of our people
and country." Ex-

plaining why Israel
.went into west Beirut,
Begin wrote that after
Lebanese President-
elect Bashir Gemayel
was assassinated, he
told the Israel cabinet
there was a need to
prevent "a revenge

on the Moslem popu-
lation by the Chri-

stians. " Begin added:
"It never occurred

to anyone dealing with
the Lebanese military
units, which sub-

sequently entered the
Shatila and Sabra
camps, that they would
the "assumption that
a disciplined military
unit will behave like
beasts."

Begin also wrote
that "the first horrific
truth is that Arabs
murdered Arabs. The
second simple truth
is that Israeli sol-
diers stopped the
carnage. The third
simple truth is that
if the current cam-

paign should go on,
without a reaction
of outrage indeed
outrage by decent
men, then, within a
matter of a few weeks
or months, everyone
everywhere will have
gotten the impression
and will begin to
believe that it was an

, Israeli military unit

PROTEST RALLY I
DRAWS 400,000 I

TEL AVIV (WNS)
The largest rally ever
to have taken place in

Israel, either in sup-

port of or opposition
to government poli-
cies took place here
to protest the
massacre of Palestin-
ians in two refugee
camps in west Beirut
and the government's
refusal (at that point)
to launch a full inde-

pendent investigation
of the carnage alleged-
ly perpetrated by ele-
ments of the Christian
Phalangist forces
which are armed and
supplied by Israel.

The rally's organi-
zers the Labor
Alignment, the Shinui
Party and the Peace
Now Movement
claimed that "over
400,000" people par-
ticipated from all over
the country and that
the participants
crossed party lines.
Police declined to
provide an estimate
of the crowd size, but
said it was "one of
the largest" rallies to
have been held. Ac-

cording to observers, .

the rally also saw a

number of firsts.
The rally, accord-

ing to these obser-
vers, marked the first
time young members of
the National Religious
Party participated
in such a demonstra-
tion. The rally also
called for the resig-
nation of Defense M-
inister Ariel Sharon
and Prime Minister
Menachem Begin.
Also present at the
rally were members
of the Sephardis seg-
ment of the population
which university
sociologists and po-
litical researchers
claim to be the
largest single com-

ponent on Begin's
"constituency."

Speakers at the
demonstration includ- - $

ed Labor Party lead- -
ers Shimon Peres and f
Yitzhak Rabin, Shinui I
Party leader Amnon t- -

Rubinstein, Civil I"'
Rights Party leader ;

Shulamit Aloni, Peace .

Now spokesman Tzali fr
Reshef, Mapam leader "4

Victor Shemtov, and
Avraham Burg, a re- - 1...
serve combat offi- -
cer and son of Interior
Minister Yosef Burg. 1,

dramatically in re-

cent weeks. Egypt has
officially blamed Is-

rael for the massacre
and has recalled its
Ambassador from Is-

rael.
The Israeli policy

has done a lot of
harm to the cause of
peace and stability
in the area," he

EGYPT TO ASSESS

RELATIONS

CAIRO (WNS)

Egypt's Foreign M-
inister Kammal Hassan
Ali has ordered the
formation of a com-

mittee to assess re-

lations between Egypt
and Israel. According
to a report in Egypt's
semi - official news
daily Al - Ahram, Ali
will review in the next
fe.w days a detailed
report prepared by

' Middle East and Is-ra- pli

affairs exnerts

declared to the
legislators. Refer-

ring to what he called
Israel's illusion of
military might that
he said was shattered
by Egypt in 1973,
Mubarak declared
that "once again it
is beating the drums
of war." This was
a reference to the
Yom Kippur War.

"It is imperative
for the Israeli go-
vernment to under-
stand that this policy
that they are adopt-
ing will have the
grave repercussions
and that they will
definitely backfire
on them, and that this
policy will never
annihilate the people
of Palestine or elimi-
nate the right of he
Palestinians to have
their own homeland,
just like the other peo-
ple in the world," the
President warned.

Referring to the
Palestinian killings,
Mubarak added;
"These constant and
successive campaigns
of mutilation and
massacre by the
Israelis will never
destroy the will of the
Palestinian people to
drive them to frustrat-
ion in any way.
On the contrary, this
will enhance the de-

termination of the
people to stand firm
and to survive and
retain their identity.'"

on all aspects of

Egyptian - Israeli re-

lations and the mas-

sacre of Palestinians
in west Beirut.

At the same time,
President Hosni Mu-

barak of Egypt, in
an address marking
the inauguration of
this year's Par-

liamentary session
issued a sharply
worded denunciation of
Israeli policy in Le-

banon and warned
Israel that its
actions would have

"grave repercus-
sions." The Egyptian
leader however rei-
terated Egypt's com-

mitment to "every
convention and every
agreement" to which
his country was part.

Although the Presi-
dent announced no

specific measures
against Israel, in the
wake of the massacre,
the stinging tone of
his address under-
scored the strain
in relations between
the two countries
which has increased

100 ,000 TH VISITOR TO

IMPERIAL PALACE

!S i B Mi
"' wnrMis owned by Ralph

Engelstad, owner and
President of the Im-

perial Palace Hotel
Casino. Over 200
autos are on display
at any time in the plush
gallery - setting on the
fifth floor of the
hotel's parking faci-

lity. Engelstad keeps
a. staff of car res-
torers busy at 3 lo-

cations around town
where he stores his
new purchases before
rotating them into his
collection.

The Collection is
open daily from 9:30
a.m. to 11;30 p.m. Ad-

mission is $3.75 for
adults, $2.00 for
senior citizens and
children under 12.

Children 5 and under
are free with an adult.

Roger W. Skutt of

Marshall, Michigan,
(near Battle Creek)
was happily surprised
when he paid his ad-

mission to the Im-

perial Palace Auto
Collection.

Skutt looked around
in disbelief. "Are you
sure you mean me?
I've never won any-

thing in my life."
He gladly accepted
a ceramic decanter
of a Packard contain-

ing bourbon and a
decorative mirror
commemorating the
grand opening of the
Collection November

30, 1981. He will
have dinner in the Kobe
Steak House and attend
Lovelace Watkins
show.

It was not Skutt's
first visit to the
Collection. "I came
when I was here last
winter, too." Skutt is
retired from Eaton
Mfg. Corp.

The Collection of

antique vintage and
special interest autos
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f
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Nevada.
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