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bedrock of U.S. policy In the region.
The joint initiative seeks to replace the

characterization of Palestinians as "refugees"
as it is now contained in Resolution 242. The
Joint draft is also likely to call ior some sort
of PLO "participation" in the peace process,
although it is not clear what the dimensions of
this "participation" would be.

While these efforts are in progress and the
Administration appears to be rethinking its at-

titude to the autonomy negotiating process, the
Jewish community must remain acutely aware
of the changing signals from Washington and
other capitals and seek to mobilize its re-

sources to defeat any effort which deviates from
the proposals set forth at Camp David.

indicate an attempt to change the rules while
the game is still in play.Shultz has recently said the Camp David
accords are open to interpretation, that it can
be viewed in several ways and that the Pales-
tinians should have a role in determining the
conditions under which they live.

Cheysson has said the PLO, being the only
representative of the Palestinian people, should
be included in negotiations for autonomy on the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.Ghali sees the departure of the PLO from
Beirut as presenting the situation now to findan overall political solution to the Palestinian
problem.

There are currently efforts underway
internationally to present what is known as a Joint
bgyptian - Franco Middle East initiative that
would focus on modification of the UN SecurityCouncil Resolution 242. which has become the

There have been signals emanating from
Washington and European capitals 0f an effort
to capitalize on the PLO's defeat in Lebanon bv
seeking movement in the direction of a resolut-
ion to the Palestinian question in the Middle
East. These indications have surfaced from
statements recently enunciated by Secretary
of State George Shultz, Egyptian Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs Butros Ghali and
French Foreign Minister Claude Cheysson.

While movement on autonomy negotiations
in accordance with the Camp David process has
been advocated by Israeli officials in recent
weeks once the PLO evacuation is completed
the signals offered from other officials'

TEL AVIV (WNS) The cost of living index
rose by 9.2 percent in July bringing the ndex
during the first seven months of the year to
63.7 percent. At the present rate, the index
is running at an inflationary rate of between
130 and 133 percent a year,,
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