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FROM ARAFAT'S BUNKER

Before his bunker crumbles in West Beirut,
PLO chief Yasir Arafat made one last ditch
attempt to dupe the international public. This
time, however, he had a U,5, delegation to work
as his proxy, Again, as in the case of previous
tries, it was a situation of what he didn't say
more than what he said,

The controversy developed when a U,S, dele-
gation, headed by Rep. Pete McCloskey, a Re-
publican from California and known for his anti-
Israel views met with Arafat in his redoubrt,
Arafat reportedly signed in their presence a
document that would acknowledge his acceptance
of all United Nations resolutions, presumably
including 242 and 338, which would have im-
plicitly implied Israel's right to exist, PLO
recognition of Resolutions 242 and 338 would
open the door to a U,5, - PLO dialogue, But
when McCloskey emerged from the meeting to
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solution of the Palestinian question and not 242
and 338 which are the bedrock of U.,5, policy
in the region and which also implicitly call for
the right of Israel to exist within secure boun-
daries, Resolution 242 does not mention speci-
fically the Palestinian question but refers to
the refugee problem, Nor does it mention
Palestinian self -« determination for which, the
PI.O says, it cannot accept this resolution,

As the controversy settled, it appeared that
the delegation, seeking to make some break-
through of the conflict in Lebanon, received a
first - hand example in just how far Arafat
intends to go, It serves another purpose, and
that was to clarify the P1.O's refusal 1o accept
Israel, Until the PLO moves from this doomed
policy, it will have an equally difficult time
claiming that it represents the interests of the
Palestinian people by its intransigence on this
particular issue, It could have developed into a
significant diplomaric breakthrough. Instead
Arafat holds West Beirut hostage for his diplo-
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Arafat stepped in quickly to clarify his posi=-
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