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Christians fon Tsnacel

BY LAWRENCE J, EPSTEIN

There is a growing movement to mobilize
Christian support for Israel, There are, through-
out the country, several dozen Christian groups
that have raised money, lobbied legislators, sent
telegrams, travelled to Israel, and generally
become vocal Zionists,

These diverse groups, with widely differing
theological beliefs, have not been coordinated,
But now a major effort is underway to form a
coalition of Christian groups,

The National Christian l.eadership Con-
ference for Israel is an umbrella group whose
member groups may disagree on other issues
but who have agreed to work together in support
of Israel. Dr, David A, Lewis of Springfield,
Missouri, is the President of NCI.Cl and the
group's Executive Director is a dynamic minis-
ter, the Reverend 1saac Rottenberg,

Rottenberg feels a special affinity for Jews
because, in part, he spent the Second World
War under Nazi occupation in the Netherlands,
His father died in Mauthausen concentration
camp, He himself spent two years hidden on a
farm,

Working out of his office ar the America-
Israel Friendship House in New York Cirty,
Rottenbery assesses his group's aim, ““We
want to establish a communication network com-
parable to a group like the President's Con=
ference, We need a forum, At crucial mo-
ments we need fo be in touch, During the
AWACS debare the Christian community once
again failed to speak out in a way that could
be heard on the national scene, But there are
many Christians out there who care, but until
they develop an effective network they won't
make much difference, My task is to bring
Christians togerher to expresses a solidarity
with Israel,"

Eventually the NCI.Cl would like a list of
key contacts in every congressional district,

In addition to seeking political and economic
support for Israel in the halls of Congress and
the White House (and elsewhere: the NCIL.CI
has called for Vatican recognition of Israel),
the group has repeatedly worked to oppose
all forms of anti - Semitism, Reverend Rot=
tenberg is clearly moved as he recounts the
history of Christian mistreatment of Jews,
He believes much of this history is due to the
Christian belief that Christianity had triumphed
over Judaism, that the daughter had superceded
the mother religion. ‘“*Many now recognize
that the Church has not replaced Israel, We
have become sharers of the promise God made
to Israel,"”

Rottenberg cites such new theological think-

ing as part of the reason that mainline Pro-
tegtants are pro - Israel. The lolocaust is
another important reason, “‘We were silent

in the past when the Jews were being annihi-

lated, 1t is our duty now to stand by Israel,
to support Israel as an act of repentance,’’

Besides 'mainline Protestants there are
Roman Carholics and Evangelicals in the
NCI.Cl. Each group supports lsrael for dif-
ferent reasons, ““The Evangelicals belicve rhat
those who bless larael will prosper, This is
whar |1 hear over and over, They point out
thar in history those whp tried to hurt Jews
were hurt rhemselves and those who helped

lhey say they are doing
it for America,"" There are, of course, also
Evangelicals who believe that Israel's bhirth
fulfills Biblical propheey. . According to most
Evangelicals Biblical prophecy about the end of
the world includes a strong Israel,

NCI.CI works closely with American Jew-
ish groups as well as other pro - Zionist
Christian groups, Reverend Rottenberg hopes
that such cooperation is indicative of a change
in Jewish-Christian relations, a change from
dialogue, from talking to each other, to soli-
darity,

Jews were blessed,
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DALITI DONATES
FUNDS MUST

Congregation Ner
Tamid has a very
generous  benefactor
in Mr, Moe Dalitz,
He has donated
$400,000 dollars tothe
Congregation for the
purpose of  building
the religious school
of Congregation Ner
Tamid,

There is one stipu-
lation, however, and
that is that the con-
gregation mustmatch
the donation by Decem-
ber 31, 1982, We Will
Do 1t! And to this
end the Sisterhood is

s400,000 TO NER
BE MATCHED !

holding a drawing,
There are many
wonderful prizes, lst
is a Sapyo Beta Max,
television dinner tic-
kets, show tickets
and many more, over
15 chances to win for
only §$l.

The drawing will
take place at a dinner
on September 11, 1982,
at 6:30 P,M. at the
Dunes Hotel Poolside,
The donation ig $12,50
per person, The
winner need not be
present at the draw-
ing. Anyone wishing

to purchase
or make

tions for the
dance, can do
the
fice 4412 §,

» » L]

l.ocal attorney Elliott A, Sarfler accepted
a generous contribution from John Wolf and
Loni Kallay of I0LAB for the newly-formed
Nevada Eye Bank, Sattler is president of this
community service organization established for
the proper procurement, preservation, storage
and transportation of eye tissue for transplanta-
tion in Southern Nevada and surrounding areas,

WATT ADMITS BLUNDER

(Continued from Page 1)

erican Jewish
munity

com=
had "‘every
right to be upser,"’
He explained to the
ADL leaders that
he seeks support for
his energy policies

from every segment
of American society
and that he has no
intention of singling
out the Jewish com-
munity,

ADL. nationalchair-
man Kenneth Bialkin,
who said the meeting
with Watt had been
arranged for weeks,

prior to the disclosure
of the letter to Arens,
said the Interior Sea
cretary's remarks
Were made “with great
sincerity and in good
faith, and we consider

the incident closed."
Watr was scheduled
to meet with American
Jewish Committee
leaders in Washing-
ton,

In the immediarte
aftermath of the

disclosure of the letter
Warr insisted that the
letrer "“does not
threaten anyone' and
that he stood by i
because ‘Yits inten-
tions were right and
it was properly word-
ed," But Jewish lea-

VOTE

ders and major poli-

tical figures reacred
angrily and many
demanded his re-

signation,

During a nationally
televised news cone
ference in Washington,
President Reagan was
asked if Watt should be
fired, as Sen., Daniel
Moynihan (D, NY) has
suggested. The Presi-
dent answered that
Watt ““shouldn't be
fired."" He explained
that ““What he (Warr)
was suggesting  with
regard to the danger

to Israel, was our
vulnerability as long
ag we are dependent
on oil, energy, from
insecure sources,
And if rthere should
be, as we once had,
an embargo, and if we
should find ourselves

without the energy
needed to turn the
wheels in this coun=

try and the wheels in
industry, we wouldn't
be much of an ally to
our friends and that
would certainly in-
Clude Israel, And he
was making it very
plain that we are mor-
ally obligared to sup-
port Israel,"
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Every dollar is

another brick in our
building, Please Help,

so at
Congregation of-
Maryland
Parkway, or bycalling
733 - 6292, 369 -3672,
458 - 8385, 4583168,

LARGEST SELECTION

IN NEVADA

If Your Business Cannot
Afford To Advertise Then
Advertise It For Sale In The
LAS VEGAS ISRAELITE!

OF TOOLS IN NEVADA

M NEYAL'A

HEAVY DUTY:
2 TON |
FLOOR

JACK
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BENCH GRINDER

HP

All ball beanng
motor 1 yr. warranty
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WE CARRY A COMPLETE
LINE OF MAKITA AND
CHICAGO PNEUMATIC TOOLS

Limited Quantities First Come First Serve
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OUR NEW BI® LOCATION

2625 E. TROPICANA
454-1102

MOM-FRI 9-6 SAT 9:30-5
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Public Administrator

X MelC.
KALAGIAN

““For A Better Job He Will Do”

Mel Charles Kalagian
Sept. 14, 1982

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT MEL KALAGIAN
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