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““Np one will ever convince me that a moment
of voluntary prayver will harm a childar threaren
a school or srate.,"" With this resounding de-
clararion, President Reagan announced at a
recent White House Garden ceremony his sup-
port for a constitutional amendment to permit
voluntary praver in public schonls, Such an
amendment would override the 19462 Supreme
Court decision that declared classroom prayer
unconstitutional,

I'he announcement is a discouraging develop-
ment for those who support the consritutional
separation of church and state and for those whp
helieve in freedom of religious pluralism inthis
country, both of which such an amendment could
directly infringe upon,

By fulfilling an earlier campaign pledge,
Reagan's  announcemeant was immediately moet
with a fusilade of opposition from Jewish and
Christian organizations, as wellasthe American
Civil Liberries Union, T[hese groups maintain,
among other points, thar prayers cannot be vo-
luntary when mandated by a school system since
a child who did not want to participare would be
subjected to ridicule from classmates or forced
by peer pressure to take part in whatever cere-
mony was being held,

Une critic froam the American Jewish
Congress said; “The Jewish Community, in
particular, is acutely aware of government im-
posed religion...lt is for this reason rhar many
of nur ancestors fled Europe.’' An official from
a Baptist organization termad the President's
announcemant as ‘‘the poliricizing'" of prayer
and said that “involving government in prayer
would trivialize and secularize prayer,”

From a political standpoint, Reagan's an-
nouncement was idealy rimed to grasp back his
disenchanted moral right conservative consti=
tuency who can use rhis as ammunition in rhe
1082 elections., As in the past, the moral right
groups will be able to “‘rarget’’ a candidate
and make his support or opposition to this
amendment an issue come election time,

For whatever his reasoning, the President
is a difflcult man to convince otherwise once
he has put his stamp on an issue, It is inteér-

ting, however, to question whethera man of the
PPresident's srature and knowledge sincerely he-
lieves thar the imposition of voluntary school
prayers would not type of emarional
threat to eight and nine = year - old students
ind  whether he truly believgs that such an
imendment would not affect the religious divera
sity of this country,
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WOMEN ENJOY HIGH STATUS

It is ofren the man
who has a lesser sta-
tus than the woman
in Jewish l.aw, says
Rebberzin Ayala Gliks-
berg in a study on the

sfratus of women  in
Judaism for the N_A,
degree is [PPhilosophy
ar Bar - Ilan Uni-
versity,

Accarding to Mrs.
Gliksherg, orher re-
lgions, especially
Chrisrianity, accord
the woman a lower

starus  than
In contrast, there are
many statements in
Judaism attesting to
the positive positionof
the woman in  building
family life and in ar=-
ranging the educarion
of the children,

In Juadism men and
women are equal and
different = equal as
human beings, differ-

the man.

ent as regards  their
duties in society and
the family, Thus, for

example, Judaism dif-
fers radically in this
respect from ancient
Greek culture, AC-
cording rto Plarto, wo-
men are the source
of evil in the warld,

Judaism does nor
view the individual
an his own but as part

of the family unit,
and accords each one
of the couple equal

status, each in his own

sphere, The home is
not built on com-
petition hetween the
sexes or the indivi=
duals bhur on a scale
accarding their
functions,

[here has been

advancement in the
sratus of  women in
Judaism during the
past few generations,
One example is I
professional

tion, Already
vears ago, a rabbinic
ruling was given rhat
a father should pro=
vide his daughrer
with pr fessinnal ed-

educa-
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Conrad Schellang, a
T2 = vear - nld rerired
machinist is among
22  alleged ex-Nazis |
being prosecuted by
the Justice Depart-
ment's Office of
cial Invesrigarions
((51), According to
(5] direcror Allan
l'van, investigitors
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It i8 not
the Jewish

easy for
woman

to compete in the
world outside the
home, and even more
so for the educared
religious woman, as
she must keep aitra-
dirional home, She
mMust be  stronger
spritually than the
non - religious Is-
raeli woman to main-
tain her feminine
modesty,

Nrs. Gliksherg
points out thar the

striving of

women to be
unnatural,

even be a disrortion
of society, However,
there ig need forfree-
dom of choice, aswell
as equal apportunities,

men and
equal is
and may

for both sexes, One of
the more pressing
problems of the

present generation
is how to help women
integrate successfully
into the econnomic so=-
ciery by way of par-
ticipating in public ac-
tivities and developing
careers,

lhere are varipus
approaches to this
topic, The firsr is
the approach  which
negates purside ac-
tiviries and  states
that woman's place
is in the home, This

really means she has
a full - time jobh, yet
is not allowed public
appearances. The next
approach is thar the
““working woman'’
must be accepted as a
temporary must, The
third approach  does
not encourage a
carear, but allows the
woman to  work vo-
lunrarily in different
framewarks,

Airs, Gliksherg
stares has
often been called anto

that she

defend the ‘woman's
cause, ““When |
checked out the dif=
ferent sources of in-
formarion, i dis-
covered ro  my great
surprise, that ir is
rthe man who is the

disadvantaged."”
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PARIS (WNS) == The Brussels Conference for
Sovier Jewry will meet here next Ocrober,
Claude Kelman, vice president of the Brussels
Conference presidium announced, He said the
conference will be held “as a marter or ur=-
gency'' in view of the constantly deteriorating
situation of Sovietr Jews, The first two sessions
of the Brussels Conference took place in the
Belgian capital in June 1970, and February, 1979,

OTTAWA (WNS) == Egypt and‘Canada signed
an agreement for peaceful nuclear cooperation,
paving the way for future sales of Canadian
auclear reactors to Egypt, The 30 - year ac-
cord was signed by Energy Ministers Maher
Abaza of Egypt and Marc Lalonde of Canada,
who also agreed tosetupacommittee to discuss
the implementation of the agreement,
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