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President Reagan’ ¢
Remarke to NCC Y

“Thank you very much.
erent Clergy, Nr, Mavor,
Officers of NCCJand
the head rable,

Henry, | thank you very much for such an
eloquent presentation of rhis cherished award, I
is a deep personal honor ro be'the fourth Presia-

1982

Mr.Chairman, Rev-
the Board NMembers and
distinguished guests here at

dent and the thirrieth American ro receive the
Charles Lvans Hughes Gold Nedal of rthe Narional
Conference of Christians and Jews,

I notice from the program <o far thar Presi-
dents nutnumber Secreraries of State hy 21a ]
on the honor roll, (Jaughter,) You received
the Nedal in 1973 and Al Haig was similarly
honored in 1980,  And by the way, Al asked me
to pass along a short message, He said that

he wanted you to know that vours has been a big
hat to fill,

Now, T know whar he ma
assure you, its a compliment.

And T also want to thank you for coming all
the way from California to pinch hir for Walrer
Cronkite here tonight, 1 know from personal
experience what it's like to tear oneself away
from retirement on the West Cnast, (1 aughter,)
One of these days we must get together ar the
ranch, Do you -- what's your preference, flat
saddle or Western? (1 aughter,)

The purpose of the Hughes N=adal is 1o pro-
vide recognition for courageous leadership in
governmental, civic and human affairs as you've
heen told tonight, So 1 can tell you that one can
only accept it with a heartfelt sense of humiliry,
And 1 do so in that spirit,

One thing is certain, for more
century now the Conference irself
up to thar ideal, striving with courage,
tion and humanity to promote the ideals
rherhaod and telerance rhar our nation
fouded upon,

l.ast manth, we all joined together to come
mamarate this spirit in observing Brotherhood
Week. Bur far Brotherhnod Week to take on its
fullest meaning, It must live the year round in
the heart of every cirizen, This hasalways been

ant by rhar, And]l

thap half a
has lived
dedica-
f bro-
was

thie American ideal, nd if ir is one we've  no
alwavs lived up he fact that generation after
generation, century after cerpury Americans
have sacrificed to bring rthe ideal closer o
reality savs something good about that narional
spirir,

Harred, envy and bigonry are as old as the
fuman race drself, as o many rragic passages
in the history of the world bear wirness, W hat
s new and daring and encouraging about the Am-
erican experimant is that from rhe heginning
men and women strove mightily ro undp these
evils and to overcome the prejudice and infus-
tice: of the old world in the virgin soil of the
new,

Roger Williams siruggled for freedom of
conscienze in Now England more than a century
hefore the Declaravinn of Independence, I]e
likened a free society oa shipinwhich Carholics
and Proresrants ‘, Jews and Noslems all sailed
ngether subject 1o the same ndes, winds, dan-
gers and :'--41 sibiliries, bur each freoe 1o wor-
ship God  in tl-- gwn wav, IFFor as the Bible
reaches, “Ilave woe por all one farher? [lath ne
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one Gnd creared us?"

Gearge Washington, our first President, in a
letter to the Jewish congregarion of Newport,
committed our newborn narion to a road that
gives to bigotry nn sanction, to persecution no
issistance,

I'he way has never bheen easy, and even
besr effarts have left us far short of utopia. But
generation by generation, vear by year, we've
come a long way down the road toa just society,
It took a bloody rragic civil war to end rhe abn=
mination of slavery, Thousands had to lay down
their lives befnre that grear evil could he un-
done, bur it was undone and the descendants nf
slave owners and slaves alike roday eénjoy the
same standing under law as free citizens of a
free Republic.

[he battle against disc
on and much remains to be

nur

crimination srill gues

done, bur ina single

generation, an enrire nation recommitted itself
to the cause of equal rights and used the full
force of the law to ban once and for all racial

bias in public education, in hiring and in the
voting hooth,

Nowhere does history offer a parallel to this
underraking., With all irs flaws America
remains a unique achievement for humandigniry
on a scale unequaled anywhere in the world,

I recall tonight anorher important chapter
in the advance of brotherhood that took place
during my lifetime, It began earlier inthis cen-
tury, in 1928, This conference was born out of
it, Maybe 1 shouldn't admir ir, bur 1 was al-
ready a reenager at the time: that was the vear
of my high school graduation, Weve come so
far since then, Irs hard ro remember the wave
of hatred and bigotry thatr swept the country,

vast

when for the first time, a Catholic won the
Presidential nomination of one of our great
national parties, But 1 remeniber and we all

should remember the gallant fighr that Al Smith
waged against prejudice, FEven in defear, he
struck a hlow for iolerance and shamed the force
of bigotry. [t took another 32 years hefore a
Cartholic would be nominated again, but in 1960
John Kennedy proved that the American people

had overcome rthe last vesriges of anti-Cathaoli=
cism, Ir woak rime == o much'time -~ bur at
| ‘.— i R M W
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last the spirit of brotherhood prevailed,

Year by year, in spite of all the serbacks,
America has been a place where an ever-grow=
ing variery of races and crecds has learned ro
live together, 1 remember being told, a few
years ago, rhe story of a narionality day parade
in one of our major cities, The Mayar of the
city happened to be Jewish, his parents had come

from Eastern Europe where, for centuries,
Christian had persccuted Jew in a seemingly
hopeless cyele of hatred and injusrice. Bur on
thar day, in that American city, “llis llonor'
was leading the parade; and reaching the end
of the march, he rturned to one of the parade
marshals and said: “Jusgt think, in the old
Country, your grandfather mighr have beenchas-
ing my grandfather down the streer wirth a gun,

Ile says, “Here, we're leading the same parade

rogether,  Ain't America

Al you know = it really is. We in Ame
erica have been blessed with a sacred oppor-
runity and a sacred quest, Al rimes it may anly
seem like rhe imperfect reflection of a perfect
dream, bur to all whnse ancestors came here as
immigrants «-- whether they were non - con-
formisr Protestants fleeing persecution in the
17th century, Jews fleeing pogroms at the turn of
the century, or the Asian boat people and Soviet
dissidents of today «= all came to seek a higher
goal than just mere physical survival, There was,
and is, an element of moral principle in our
narional fiber thar makes a difference, Ameri-
cans are brathers not because we share the same
past and rhe same ancestry, but because we share
the same ideals and rhe same hopes for the
future...

Bur there's imore
ment - inspired and administered charity, In
recent years, too many of us have tended to
forger that government can't properly substitute
for the helping hand of neighbor to neighbor, And
is trying to do s, government has, to a great
exrent, hrought on rhe economic distress rhat
mires us down in recession,

wrand,"" (Applause,)

to brotherhood than govern-

Out of rhis economic distress,
come oppartunity, the

howaever, can
opportunity to remember
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