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GERSHOM SCHOLEM DEAD AT 84

JERUSALEM (WNS)
Gershom Scholem,

one of the foremost
Jewish historians of
this century whose
research into the
Kabbalah shed new
light on the role of
mysticism in Jewish
history, died here
February 20 at the age
of 84.

A lecturer at the
Hebrew University
since 1925, Prof. Scho-
lem was born in Ber-
lin to an assimilated
family but became
interested in Judaism
at an early age. His
absorption with the
subject was fanned

by his contacts with
such writers, scholars
and philosophers as
Martin Buber, Chaim
Nachman Bialik, S. Y.
Agnon and Zalman
Shazar, who was later
to be President of
Israel,

The Kabbalah in-

trigued him. But Scjo-le- m

found little to
guide his research
in earlier works. His-
torians such as Av- -'
raham Graetz dis-
missed the compen-
dium of Jewish my-
sticism as an accu-
mulation of nonsense
while othere idealized
it unquestioningly.

MUBARAK MUST VISIT JERUSALEM Menachem Begin had
sent a firm message
to Mubarak earlier
insisting that he visit
Jerusalem or not
make the trip.

returned from Egypt
with the impression
that Mubarak would
not go to Jerusalem,
negotiations on that
matter reportedly
were continuing.

Before the Cabinet
meeting, Israeli and
Egyptian officials de-

nied a Voice of Israel
report that Premier

JERUSALEM (WNS)
The Cabinet agreed

that Israel would have
to forego the schedul-
ed visit of Egyptian
President HosniMuba-ra- k

unless he agrees
to include Jerusalem
on his itinerary. That

decision was announc-
ed by Cabinet Secre-
tary Arye Naor after
Foreign Minister Yitz-
hak Shamir briefed
his colleagues on his
recent three - day visit
to Cairo at the Cabinet
meeting. While Shamii
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MILITARY SEALS

OFF VILLAGES

TEL AVIV (WNS)
In what appeared to
be an effort to end
the 12 - day - old
general strike by
Druze residents of
the Golan Heights,
armed troops sealed
off four Druze vil-

lages. The druze are
protesting - the ex-

tension of Israeli civil
law to the area. Off-

icially, the measure to
seal off the villages
was said to be "secu-
rity reasons" and to
prevent local and for-

eign reporters and
leftwlng sympathizers
and druze supporters
from entering the vil-

lages for solidarity
meetings.

Gen. Amir Drori,
commander of Israel's
northern command,
ordered the four vil-

lages sealed off, with
entry and exit to and
from the areas banned
to all except local
workers not observing
the general strike.

Interior Minister
official Yisrael Koe-nin- g,

in charge of the
northern area, met in
an unsuccessful at-

tempt to persuade
them to cancel the
strike. The Druze

1 leaders reportedly
told him that they want-

ed the government to
withdraw the Golan
Law which they said'
could not apply to them
since they were Syrian
citizens, They said
they would not carry
Israel identity cards
nor let their sons serve
in the Israel army.
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