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enance facilities and other infrastructures,
consistent with the basic purposes of this agree-
ment: cooperation in research and development,
building on past cooperation in this area;"" and
“‘cooperation in defense rrade."

In the Knesset debate Sharon fiercely de-
fended the agreement he signed as ‘‘a real
change’ in Israel'sinternational standing. raunt-
ed the opposition and hinted broadly that the
document did indeed contain ‘“‘secrer’ clauses
despite vehement denials of that from Washing-
ron.

Sharon denounced the [Labor Alignment lead-

caveats as “‘hypocrisy’ and accused them
of “perverting' the agreement in order 1o
criticize it. He contended that the accord would
be invoked if the Soviets intervened directly
on the side of the Arabs in a future war against
Israel or if they helped the Arabs in sucha
war, He claimed that it would “‘pur an endto
the hopes of our Arah enemies’' that with the
help of the USSR they would eventually be able
to annihilate [srael.

STORY BEHIND
HANUKKAR GELT

Have you ever thought about why we give and
receive Hanukkah gelr [lanukkah? There
seems to be no mention of gift - giving in the
story of the Maccabees. So how did this cus-
tom begin. A birt of historical sleuthing turns
i_I|’| SOMe dnswers

Hanukkah has been celebrated for a very long
time.  The main part of the ho'iday has always
been lighting candles for eight davs. Tradi-
tionally, when the candles were burning, no work
was done. I'his was a rime when family and
friends would gather rogether to celebrate the
noliday and relax and énjoy each others' com-
pany. Often during this time the story of the
Maccdbees was told and then hoth children and
adults would play games. Children would act out
the Hanukkah story. The adults would some-
times play 4 complicated game of riddles.
As you know, each Hebrew letter has 4 number
value This is what made the game so hard:
Fhe number value of the letters in the answer
to the riddle often had to add up to 44. This
1S the same number of candles lit during the
eight davs of Hanukkah,

During the Middle Ages in some communi-
ries, other games began to be played: among
them. cards. At first the rabbis were opposed
to this because the Talmud does not approve of
gambling, (In the Middle Ages, people gambled
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when they played cards.) The rabbis then
decided however,” that on happy occasions,
and holidays, such as weddings, the New Moon,
Purim and Hanukkah card playing was per-
mitted.

Then card playing became more and more
popular People even began making up their
own games and decks of cards. One game in-
volved using 31 picture cards of the Canaanite
kings whom the Israelites fought against in
Biblical rimes

Soon another game became very popular,
especially in Germany and Po'and. This game
was played often on Hanukkah and it, too, included
winning and losing The game was called Drey-
del -- the same game we play today. The drey-
del, of course is the four - sided top, with a
Hebrew letter on each side. The Gimmel means
“‘take all.”" The Heh stands for ‘‘half " The
Nun stands for ““nothing ' and the Shin means
“put in.’ After the dreydel stops spinning,
whatever letter is on top rells the player what to
do So if rhe Shin is on top. you put all your
coins or chips in the pot; if youare lucky enough
to get a Gimmel, you take all the coins in the
por.
Dreydel is the perfect game to play on Hanuk-
kah because the Nun, Gimmel, Heh and Shin
starts the words Nes Gadol Hayah Sham. This
means ‘‘A great miracle happened here. ' The
story of Hanukkah and the Maccabees is certainly
filled with miracles

For a long time only adults playedcardsand
dreydel. Final'y, in the 1700's children began
to play. But they did not have any coins 1It's
certainly less fun if you cannot win or lose,
To solve this problem, childrenwere given coins
or “gelt” so they could properly play dreydel.
Ihe children of course, were delighted. From
then on, they expected 4 small amount of coins
on Hanukkah

In the 1700"s, when children began receiving
gelt it also became a tradition to give teachers
bonus gifts on Hanukkah to show the dignity of
the Torah and all its rewards. Presents were
also given to the poor and to community wofk-
ers. Brides and bridegrooms began exchanging
presents, So Hanukkah became a time for gift-
giving.
~ We now have some idea of why we get gelt
and presents during Hanukkah. The reasonsare
all happy ones, just like the holiday,
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WASHINGTON (WNS) -- Bechtel Corp., the
giant engineering and constructioncompany, was
required by the Supreme Court to honor an
agreement that it not boycort firms blacklisted
by Arab countries because the firms do business
with Israel
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