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In 165 B.C. Jewishforces fighting under Judah
Ha - Maccahee rededicared the holy temple in
Jerusalem, which had heen desecreated by the
Greeks, The Maccabees had fought, and won,
against a superior enemy who sought to force
them 1o deny their Jewish identity and denounce
their God Rather rhan assimilate the Jews rose
up in revolt, and defyving grear odds were able
to recapture and rule Judea for more than a
hundred years.

In 1981, Jews in the Spvier Union are con-
rinuing in the rradirion of the NMaccabees intheir
struggle to retain their Jewish fdepriry against
totalitarian gorernment which denies them the
right to their identity loday the miracle of
Sovietr Jewry, is rhat (gainst grear odds Soviet
Jews have rediscovered their Jewish identity and
pride. Ihe Jewish emigration movement has
enabled more than 230,000 to emigrate from the
Soviet Union in the last decade and 4 half,
However. the Chanukah flame which svmbolizes
courage and freedom. and which Jews through-
out the world will light in their homes, threatens
to be extinguished for Soviet Jews.

| recently returned from a trip 1o the Soviet
Union during which | mer with over forty Jewish
families in four citles I'he generdal feeling of
thoseé refused

all the long - rime *‘refuseniks’™
permission 1o leave the 'SSR - 18 that Soviet
withorities. due ro their own domoestic and ex

ternal problems (long food lines were inevidence
everywhere, and the continue 1o be
bogged down in Afghanistan  and threatened by
Polandy have decided once and for all to.com-
pletely destroy the Jewish emigration and cul
tural movement, This would accaunt for the re-
cent dramatic drop of emigrants. (inly A6K
Jews left the USSR in October 1951 compared
to 4,000 in October, 1070, l;u:rl;mnm!l:'uu rthe
problem is anri - Semitism - a convenient outlet
to deflect attention from Soviet inadequacies.
What was previously unofficial anti - Semitism
has now become clearly sanctioned by the Srate,

some of the normally courdgeous and op-
timistic refuseniks, who have stond up to Soviet
wihorities for over 1en
curtail their acriviries for fo
ind denivd the possibility of ever
Soviet Unton. The Americanembassy in Maoscow
confir esEe percep iddirg that
concurrent with deterinrating Zast - Wesr rela-

Suvietrs

vears have begun to
ir of being arrested
leaving the

med th wns for me

rinns, Sovier duthorities view thisas an opporiune
time ro nov only cur back an emigrarion, but 1o
erase the cultural ispects of the movement nnce
ind for al

I spoke with Hebrew wachers and long=term
refuseniks Yuli Kosharoisky, Pavel Abramovich
ind Natasha Khassina. All three of their honmes
had recenrly been scearched by authoriries who
confiscared nor only Hlebrew and Enelist lewish
culrural materials which had already passed
pastal LS pueCt (o hut alsa tape recorders,
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Mhservers fear thar new triuls are being
planned, which will add more names o the list
of Prisaners of Conscience whicl ilready
cludes Anartaly Scharansky senrenced | Sveurs
f priso VIiddinvir Slepak and 1ds Nudel
leaders of the Jewisiimavementnow hoth serving
long terms in Siherian exil

It can be stared wirh certainey that Soviet
Jews aro facing the most dangerous hallenge

movemenr since the [ eningrad lrials
in December 1970, Beginhing in
with the arrest and rial of world
scientist  Victor Brailovsky during the opening
of the Madrid Conference on Secturity and Co-
operation in Europe, Soviet wthorities
been attempting to complerely destray all forms
of Jewish expression. Jewish Cultural seminars
and unofficial flebrew classes are being shut
down throughout the Soviet Union, their leaders

o their
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renowned
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and participants arrested and in many cases
imprisoned or sent into exile.
Thus despite the 1975 Helsinki Accords, the

Soviet Union continues to violate their own agree -

ment regarding the right 1o pational identity
and emigration. Sovier officials intercept lef-
ters, parcels ielegrams and telephone ¢ __:Hs
in their artempt 10 Jewish families,
Western tourists have been harassed interro-
gated, searched and intimidated when 1rying o
visit refusniks. [Political prisoners continue [0
he incarcerated is psychiarric hospitals. In
sum. basic human rights are systemdtically vio-
latedas the authorities viciously disregard their
own national laws international agreements and
basic moraliry.

If the Jewish cultural
ed and if Sovier authorities succeed in terroriz-
ing not only the Jewish acrivists hut the general
Jewish population, the number of those applying
to emigrate will certainly drop and the emigrd-
tion of Jews from the USSR will become a closed
honk in Jewish history.

Soviel Jews are facing their darkest hour and
we their supporters, feel frustrationdnd painas
our efforts to rescue our fellow Jews become
increasingly thwarted, Foarus, the issue of pard -
mount imnortance is simply rharSoviet Jews have
1 right to live their lives 4s Jews in the country
of rtheir choice. During the recent Jewish holiday
of Simchat Torah, more than 20,000 Jews in
Moscow and leningrad braved official displead-
sure to gather outside the two remaining syna-
gopues. There, they sang anddanced o celebratre
the unityof the Jewish people. Fromthese courd -
geous Jews we draw the strength to confinue our
efforrs on their hehalf
(Jeri Cohen formerly of Miami isrthe Washing
ton hased Directar of the Union of
Councils for Sovier Jews and Editor of Alert

isolate

movement is crush-

Associate

In November, 198(), she served as Assisrtant
Director of theé Roberr F. Drinan Muman Rights
Information Center in Madrid She recently
returned from a1 frip to the Soviel U'nion.)
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ALIYA CONFERENCE

- T,

YEHUDA SEMBERG, ISRAEL ALIYA CENTER

SHALLIACH FOR 1.OS ANGEILES, RECENTI Y
ATTENDED A CONFERENCE FOR Al YAl
SHTICHIM SERVING NORTH AMIERICA, I
[URED, FROM LEFT, ARE DR, AHARON KFIR,
OUTGOING DIRECTOR OF THEISRAET. AT TY A4
CENTER INNORTHAMERICA RAPITALEL Ky
LOWITZ, INTERNATIONAL HEAD 6oF 1T
JEWISH AGENCY'S IMMIGRANTTION AN \li-
SORPTION DEPARTMENT: SHIONOY ARIAV,
INCOMING NORTH AMERICANDIRECTOR, AN
SEMBERG,
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QUALITY APARTMENTS
FOR LUXURY MINDED ADULTS

= Large elegant and luxurious one and two
bedrooms.

« Furnished and Unfumnished

+ Private patios and balconles

« Heated pool and Jucuzzi

= Fullgymnasium

« Park-like court yard with a stream

+ Recreation room with billiards and wet bar

» Covered parking with keycard system

* 24 hour security
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NOPETS PLEASE

James A. Lewis, M.D.
ANnounces
The Opening Of His Office
For The Practice Of

Obstetrics & Gynecology
At

Spring Mountain Medical Center

3815 South Jones Bivd ,
Suite TA
Las Vegas, Nevada

362-6609

Office Hours By Appointment

UAHC RAPS SAUDI PLAN
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