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We call Hannukah & minor festival. This
Feast of Lights is not even mentioned in the
Bible, and it celebrates a military event rather
more than a miracle. During the eight days
of its observance, very little fuss is made --
Jews continue their workaday routine; there
are no celebrations in the synagogue; few cus-
toms associated with it apart from gastronomi-
¢al ones and the nightly kindling of the "“meno-
rah'" lights. Why do we still bother to celebrate
it at all?

Hannukah celebrates the successful revolt
of the Jews in the days of the Second Temple,
against the Greeks who had inherired the Syrian
part of Alexander the Great's fallen empire.
Antiochus Epiphanes, the tyrannical ruler, rried
to force Greek religion and culture on Judea,

finding the non conformist Jews a threat 1o
the state, [lis oppression reached its peak in
168 B.C.E. when his army erected an idol in

the Temple in Jerusalem and he forced Jews
to sacrifice swine 1o the Greek gods.

I'his was the final insult thai caused the
Jews to rise up and revolt, stemming the evil
tide of events On. 25th Kislev 165 B.C.E.,
Judah Maccabee led a victorious band of lova-
lists and the Temple was recaptured. FEight
days were spent in purifving and rededicating
it (Hannukah literally me “Dedication ).

iNs

[he Temple service ‘continued for two more
centuries until the Romans overrhrew Jerusa-
lem in 70 C.E. and again the Temple was
destroyed

Hannukah is the most recent festival in
terms of origin, and hes the least number of
vhservances connected with it, Although it

commemorates oppression and subsequent vic-
tory, there are countless examples in our his-
tory of Jews driving out oppressors and re-
gaining independence. What makes Hannukah
maore important?

It was Judaism's first encounter with the
danger of assimilation that threatened to wipe
out Jewish identity for all time. It is a similar
threat which Jews living in the Diaspora are
facing today, and the same question which must
be asked: can a1 small minority, dwelling
among a different culture, take part and con-
tribute to the general society without imirating
its customs 1o extent that they are
seallowed up?

The masses of Jewish people today face
major threars to Jewish identity nne

by the cruel repressions of the Sovier
and one posed by the to-
tively artractive societies of the
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the greatest danger to Judaism lies,

Behind the Iron Curtain, Antiochus lives
again where our faith is considered to be super-
stitious and barbaric. Marxism has replaced
God and freedom of worship exists mainly on
paper. Jews who wish to practice their religion,
Study the Hebrew language or make ‘alivah’
to Israel are persecuted and placed outside the
pale, with all their rights and liberties denied
them

The opposite is true in the West, yet the
danger is greater because the threatr is more

subtle. here are no restrictions at all on
following the Jewish religion and tradition,
yet there is the hidden pressure to imirate

what many Jews are seduced into believing is
a culture superior to their own,

It begins by celebrating Christmas as well
as, or even instead of, [{annukah: the New Year
rather than Rosh !ashana:; Easter instead of
Passover; until a Jew sees most of his heritage
slipping away as he takes on mare and more
gentile culiure and observance. It is hardly
different from the Hellenization that was im-
posed on Jews in the time of the Maccabees,
except that it is a voluntary act.

When we light the [Mfanpukah candles, we
ire “proclaiming the miracle' of the cruse
of oil that lasted for eight davs insread of
one in the Temple. What we are redlly com-
memorating is our whole history the Jewish
nation that should have lasted a brief hour vet
has never been consumed, and still hurns
brightly. Isrdel is 4 nation again with its own

heritage, irs own destiny, The miracle of Hannu-

kah is not a supernatural acr, [ts symbal is
the light which emanares from God. bur the
real miracle is that because of vur Torah and
the Stare of Israel, the light is still burning

brightly despite the surrounding darkness,
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FAHD ON HOLD

WASH WNS) --
Crown Prince Fahd
of Saudi Arabja, who
had been expected to

visit Washingron dur-
ing December may
not come here  until
next vear. This bhe-
came apparent when
State Department de-
puty spokesman Alan

Romberg said the ' S,
and the Saudis were
working ona mutually

convenient date’’  for
Fahd's visit It could
tuke plice ““after the
first of the year." he

saijd,

Soon after the Senate
dpproved the sale of
five Sur-

AWACS

YOUNG LEADERS CALL FOR PROBE

NEW YORK (WNS) pied West Bank. ™
-~ Two leaders Jacobs ind
of the international I.asher described the
Young Isrdael move- designation change
ment, Harold Jacobs, as “symbolic of a
president of the Na- clear shift of Ameri-
tional Council of Young can foreign policy
[srael, ind Martin away from irs  tradi-
|.asher, chairman tional support of [s-
of the Nartional Coun- rael and the Camp
cil of Young Israel David pedace process.
public affairs com- While official Ad-
mittee have called ministration spokes-
for a Congressional men pay lip service
investigation of anQct, to the Camp David
27 11,8, CustomsSer- process and the se-
vice ruling changing curity of Israel, ac-

the identification of twal American foreign

gonds made in Judaea policy continues to
and Samaria from tilt towiard rthe sn-
““made in [srael o called ‘Saudi peace
‘“made in Israel-occu- plan.’
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our hearts

veillance aircraftand
enhancement equip-
ment for F-15 jets to
Saudi Arabia, a Saudi
newspdper announced
that Fahd would visit
Washington soon,

But Romberg stress-
ed that the reportwas

“erroneous’ since a
nrutually agreeable
date has not heen set

A Stdre Department
source said later that

neither the U.S, nor
the Saudis were hold-
ing up rthe wisit but

that they only have not
been able to agree ona
date rhat was con-
venient both 1o the
Redagan Administra-
tion and Saudi Arahia,
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MATZO BRIE
EGGS & ONIONS
LOX PLATTERS
GEFILTE FISH
BEET BORSCHT
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FULL COURSE DINNERS
CHICKEN IN THE POT
BOILED BEEF (Flanken)
BRISKET OF BEEF
POTATO PANCAKES
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinners — Open 7 am. to' 8 P.M.
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