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As late as 1855, all religions were still not
in accord in their tolerance of the holiday. The
Dec. 26 edition of the vear's New York Times
stated: Churches of Presbyterians, Baptists
and Methodists were not open yesterday. They
do not accept the day as a Holy one, but Epis-
copalian, Catholic and German churches were
open. Inside they were decked with evergreens,
However. by 1880, all evangelical churches were
accepting Chrisrmas.

Passing of Christmas gifis in those days
was not emphasized, except the wealthy were
expected 1o be generous to the poor. In the
middle of the 19th Century, due to the influence
of Charles Dickens writings, singing of Christ-
mas carols became prevalent, and the sending
of cards began in 1875,

The classic editorial which began, ‘'Yes,
Virginia, there is a Santa Claus,' in response
to a child's query, was written by Francis
Church for the New York Sun of Dec, 2lst,1897,

In recent years Santa Claus has become to be
known as a communal folk figure. A Pennsylvania
judge ruled in 1936, thar any doubters of Santa
Claus who appeared before him would be held in
contempt of courr, The court citation read:
Santa is not a figment of the imagination but an
actuality, He is the symbol of kindness, a
roken smiling charity and a badge of all that is
cheerfully henevolent,

Commercial exploitation of Christmas has
become systematic and thorough, impelling Ro-
man Catholics, T.utherans, Episcopalians and
Jews, to hand together in Milwaukee in 1940 and
decree 1o put Christ bhack inte Christmas,

Meanwhile millions of non - Christian homes
in scores of non - Christian countries, including
Japan and India, have taken unto their own the
kindness and charity and cheer of Christmas
and proudly display decorated and lit trees on
December 25th.

All this proves the true sense of Christmas
has not waned --
Christmas has overwhelmed and
inundare all humans in the four corners of the
earth
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“UJA LAUNCHES DRIVE

NEW YORK, N.Y, --
The United Jewish Ap-
peal has launched a
vear - epnd “‘Coumt
Up for '81 campaign
to collect a total of
$310 million in cash
by December 31, UJA
National Chairman
Herschel Blumberg
announced.

“We face a pressing
and immediate  need
for cash to  sustain
the lifeline of human
programs and ser-
vites that extends
to.our people in Israel
and worldwide,"
Blumberg said in
announcing the pro-
gram. “‘Our national
goal of $310 million by
year's endis a rea-
listic projection of our
capacity to give in
response 1o theé grow-
ing needs of the Jewish
people and the rising
cost of meeting them,"”

“Ir is essential
that every Jewish
comunpity in ‘the Uni-
ted Stares make a

concerted effort to
collect on all unpaid
pledges to the 1981
Campaign, Blum-
herg added, “LJA
Presid:nt Irwin Field
and | pledged at the
Jewish Agency Assem-
bly in Jerusalem that
American Jewry would
achieve the goal of
$310 million in cash

by the last day of
I1981. We must keep
thar promise.’

UJA National Cash
Chairman Edgar |
Cadden reported thar
a total of $192 6 mil-
lion in the regular

Campaign and  $9.8
million for Project
Renewal had heen

forwarded to UJA from
community campaigns
throughout the country
in the first 10 months
of 198]. [.ast yeadr,

he noted, cash receipts |

in November and De-
cember totaled S101.2
million. 1f cash is
forwarded ar the same
rate in 1981, he said,
the year - end total
will reach $296.6 mil-
lian §13.3 million
short of the 1981 cash
goal. )
““We ire moving
now. o maohilize the
American Jewishcom-
munity to meet its
commitment to Jews

in need around the
globe Cadden said.
“The chronic short-
fall in cash has for-
ced drastic cuts in
the Jewish Agency
budget bringing pro-

for the young
sefrlers
and Ga-

virtual

grams
elderly and
in the Negev
lilee o a
standstill. Our part-
nership wirh our peo-
ple is on rthe line,"
Cadden noted that

HAPPY CHANUKAH

national UJA resour-
ces, leadership and
personnel have been
made available to
communiries to assist
them in collecting un-
paid 1981 pledges, and
he pointed our thatnew
tax laws make it
advantageous for do-
nors to pre - pay 1982
plt--cl_'um by December
i

there,
give

“The need is
the capacity to
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is there and, thisyear,
the tax advantages
dre there "' he added.
“There is no question
that we can meer our
$310 million cash goal.
But we must act now,'

Additional informa-
tion on the “Count Up
for "B1' cash collec-
tion campaign isavail-
able from national
UJA or local federa-
Ltons
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