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Fannubak
Struggle and Peace

BY RABBI DR. SHMUEL HIMEISTEIN

What is Hannukah? A simple question, no?
Any grade school child knows the answer.
Actually, though, it's not my question: it's a
question posed by the Talmud in the tractate
named Shabbar (21h), [here we are told:

Our sages stated: On the 25th day of Kislev
there are eight days of [annukah. in which one
muay not offer culogies or fast. When the idnl
worshippers entered the Temple they defiled all

the oils in it. And when the lasmoneans (the
Maccahees) vanquished rthem, they searched and
found bhut a single jar of oil with rhe seal of
the Iligh Priest on i id 1 conrained wnly

enough nil for 4 single day. A miracle happened,
md the oil lasted eight da) I'he folldwing
yvear they proclaimed this o holiday, with praise
and thanks

1N S,

That's it == the sum tatal of the story of wh
we celebrarte flannukalk | here wis oil enoueh
for one day: it lasted for ecight davs and there
vou have Hannukah? -

Bur just a second! What kappened to the
clarious hartles of the Naccdbees?  The mili-
TAry ictnries? | he few apainst the manv?
I its entire 5400 pages the 1 almud doesnt
mentinn anvthine of 1his eAcepl foyr the inci=
14-‘|'I'|! ._"||||::|'I‘ Wi s0e i we: ' “i! Wil :.“.‘
HESTMONetans  vai quished ren It is as if that
ISPECT Was uninyporiant which leadsus e ag
interestine question to cnnsider at this time of
farmukaly  howdoes Jewishitradition relare tothe
subject of war in general? PBelow we will try
to 2o hriefly intn this question

AN ATy Source o ol investigdtion is the
Bible, where we all remember how King David
the sweet sinder of Isreel and autlior of the
greatest poefic masierpiece f All, the Psalms,
was told that he could not build the Temple to
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Steven L. Kaplan, M.D.

is pleased to announce the
opening of his practice of
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HAPPY CHANUKAH
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the Almighty: ‘“You have shed blood abundantly
and made great wars: you shall not build a
house to my name, "'

We are also told that when the great Altar
was to be built no metal was permitted to be
used in hewing the great stones. The Alrar,
the sages said was meant to prolong life, and
metal cuts it short,

Does this mean rhat Judaism is8 anti-war?
One might have imagined so, except for the
fact that we are told very clearly thar “if
anyone is set to kill vou, take the initiative
and kill' him first.”" Or, as the great medieval
scholar Nahmanides puts it the Torah shows
us clearly that whar is forbidden is only an
AgEressive war

In short, we Jews
hut we do not helieve
thar it must be glorified,
the first president of the
put it we refer to

not war,
it enobles one or
As Judah I, Nagnes,

Iebrew University
wiar

Are Igrainst

that

cannmt 15 o just

nrne I'he most we ¢can Sayv is thav uncer cer-
tdin circumstances it mav he a necessary
war when we see o other wav 1o remaove evil

from the earth,

PBasically  then as the madern history of
[srael shows us so clearly we do not shrink
from going aur to battle when it is necessary,
hut we dp not seek war for its own sake. | hus,

when the sages of the [almud downplaved the
military ictorv of the ljdsmonecans, rhey did
it deliberately | hey understond the value of
the viciory, but were not interested in further-
ing the cult of militarism and the history of our
W times has toughr ds where thar cult can
leuad

And this. then mas be the final lesson of
Hannukah for us: that ““it is nrit with armed
forces. and not with power, but with my spirit,
SAvs the [ ord.”

Israel must meintais strung deterrent
force, and must be erternally vigilant, [If at-
tacked we must crush our enemies How-
ever, ler us hope Lt the pedce which took
us A0 vears 1o achieve will spread to the en-
rire region Jnd put 4n end to Israel’s wars,
50 that our people will be able o pursue the
paths of peace, As Rabban Simeon B, Gamua-
liel says in the Talmud (Avor 1:18). ““By
three things the world is preserved, by truth,

by judgmenteand hy peace
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SYNAGOGUES DESECRATED IN N.J.

FAIR LAWN, N, J. teenagers and not
(WNS) -- Swastikasand related to the dis-
anti - Semiric slogans covery last June that
spraypainted on a six member cell
Shomrei Torah and of the Ku Klux Klan
Temple Beth Sholom had apparently  been
synagogues herehave meetijng secretly

triggered an increase
of police patro's

in an apartment com-
plex here.

a1 all six synagogues The acts were
in this middle class rthe first major out-
community. it was break of anti-Semi-
reparted tism reported innor-
thern New' Jersey

In addition, van-  since 4 new Stiate
dals alsa daubedanti-  law rook effect in
Semiric epithers September thatr pro-
and swastikas on the vides for a  five-vear
IFair | awn Jewish jatl term for m.\rm--
Center the cnmmu- convicred of ._{l'lr_-I'-TIl'r:
nity's water tower  jng to incite fear hy

and the dooar of an auto
shop at the highschool,

Crosses
swastikas

burning
painting

Police  suspect the o defacing  buildings
acts of vandalism  wirh threatening sym
were committed Ty hols.

Happy fChanukah
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