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GENETIC DISORDERS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE

BY EILISSA Al LERHAND
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This baok, the first authoritative and com-
prehensive reference wark on the clinical
genetics of the Jewish people, offers a lrpad
overview ol the historical development and

consequent hererogeneity of the Jewish people:
of the genetic diseases known to afflict various
Jewish ethnic groups (Ashkenazi, Sepharadi, and
Oriental): and of diagnosis, prevention and
therapeuwtic approaches to the disorders,
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Bible and Talmud (not the
known o he common among Jews fo-
some of which sources clearly recognized
ifflictions  which could he
mitted by the mother andor father, One
example is the Talmudic ruling, apparently
classical hemophelia in 4 family
whose sons died as a resulr of bleeding during
circumcision. I he talmud that if two
sisters’ sons die from hlecding due to cir-
cumcision, the third sister's should not
he circumceised. Accarding to Prof. Goodman.
the study of medicine was frequently included
in the curriculum of Talmudic sapes, and
many had an extraordinary knowledge of dndtomy
and physiology.

Every individual carries 8§ - 10 recessive
genes capable of producing disesse, and the
combination of such like genes from two parents
brings about the disorder of their offspring,
explains Tel. Aviv University Prof. Goodman.
One of the explanations put forth for the pre-
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can be mild ro severe, Familial dysautono-
mia, which is characterized hy abnormalities of
the autonomic, sensory dand central nervous
gystem may result in death during infancy,
generdlly due to aspiration pneumonia.

Among the Sepharadi diseases are ataxia-
telengiecrasio, which affects Moroccan children
and generally results in invalidism by the age
of 6 and often results in early death due to a
high frequency of various forms of cancer;
and Cystinpsis, which affects Jews of North
African origin, and is a renal tubular disease
which results in growrh retardation, rickets,
progressive weakness and sometimes cardio-
vascular collapse which can lead to sudden
death,

Knowledge of genetic disease among the
Jewish people has grown rapidly in recentyears
45 modern Israel has brought together large
numbers of Jews from the three major erhnic
groups in one large “genetic laboratary.”" While
the world's approximately 14.5 million Jews are
divided inro abour 82% Ashkenazis, 1Y Sephara-
dis, and Orientals, Israel's population is
maore with abput 475 Ashkenazis, 30
sephuradis, and 2357 Orientals:  The genetics
ol such complex disorders as coronary heart
disease, diaberes, und cancer, can also be hest
studied under these comparative conditions.

What 18 the outlook for the future of generic
disorders rhat are specific to .rlll'_ll'“'i.“‘lt!l,]l.'[]i'.‘lt" )
A8 ver, there are no for generic dis-
orders, Jdlthough encouraging research in treut-
ing specific symptoms is underway., The em-
phasis today is on prenatal diagnosis with se-
lecrive abortion and genetic screcning programs,
whole, current trends in marriage
patterns strongly support a declinein the number
of children 1o be afflicred with the genetic dis-
prders cammon to' Jews, Intermarri l_\.'l_‘lJL'!\\f'L‘L‘:"|

halanced

Cures

the three Jewish ethnic groups rends to mix the
gene pools, thus reducing the likelihood of these
genetic diseases, I he current trend of lewer
marriages within the same family will turther
reduce the incidence of genetic disease. Smaller
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likelihond of af-
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family sizes also reduce the
flicted children being born.
on the whole, favors a declind in “"Jewish™
genetic diseases, but, warns Prof. Goodman,
“Unfortunately, the problem will remain,"’
Concludes the hook ““The r1ask of medical
science will be to reduce the prevalence of ge-
netic disecase so that families who know the
tragedy or who come to learn its fare will be
encouraged by the. hope that, some day, others
will not have to suffer as they have suffered.”’

WASHINGTON (WNS) -~ The Reagan Adminis-
tration did nothing to stop the charges of dual
loyalty and orther “‘ugliness' rthat were used
against American Jews for their opposition tothe
sale of AWACS radar planes and other sophisti-
cated weaponry to Saudi Arabia, Sen, Carl
[.evin (ID. Mich,) charged. As a result, “"Am-
erica’s internal pluralismwas damaged,”” he told
members of the Jewish Institute for National
Security Affairs at a dinner marking theendof a
day long series of briefings at the Pentagon.

ST. [.OUIS (WNS) -- Martin Citrin of Detroit

been elected president of the Council of
Jewish Federations, it was reported here. []is
election came during the SOthannual CJF General
Assembly where official delegates from CJE's
member Federations chose the Detrgit leader
to head CJF during the historic period of Coun-
cil's 50th anniversary
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Landrum B. Shettles, M.D., F.A.C.0.G.,
FACS.

Announces the opening of his office for the
practice of gynecology, infertility and pre-
conception sex selection
STAR CLINIC

1238 Las Vegas Bivd. South
For Appointment Call

385-1377.

The LK Ideal Cut
diamond’

Forthose who
value beauty.

For that rare gift, select a diamond of maximum
brilliance and beauty—an LK Ideal Cut Diamond™
the standard of excellence. You are invited to see
a selection of these fine diamonds at:
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“CLASSY
HAIR”

HAIR SALON
in the Royal Americana
305 Convention Center Dr
Las Vegas, Nevada 89109

735-2418
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953 E. Sahara Avenue,.B-S
In Commercial Center

OPEN 9:30 AMTO 6 PM - SIXDAYS




