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BEGIN CONFIDENT PEACE WILL
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raeli delegation from Cairo, Begin said that he
found *‘a strong government in Egypt.. .A govern-
ment which keeps control.'"" Begin cited with
approval Mubarak's declaration to Israeli re-
porters that Sadat’s peace policy would remain
unchanged,

Begin met with Mubarak and said there had
been ““a very simple, verydramatic moment: we
shook hands and both pledged ‘peace forever.  Of
course we are both only mortals, What we meant
was that our children and grandchildren should
have peace."" Begin said there was no cause
for concern that Egypt might be unstable in the
wake of Sadat’s killing, He found Cairo ‘‘quiet,
with no indication of any disorder. They have
the country under control,”’

Meanwhile, lIsraeli officials moved quickly
to squelch press speculation that Israel might
advance its final withdrawal from Sinaiasa *'ges-
ture’ to the new Egyptian government. Foreign
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said the speculation
was entirely groundless, The time left til
April 1982, the deadline for Israeli withdrawal
from the Sinai, was short enough, Shamir said,
adding that Israel had no reason to make it
shorter.

In a related item, President Yitzhak Navon
said peaceful relations between Israel and Egypt
cannot he reversed, Nuvon said during a visit
to the Bedown town of Rahat in the Negev that
Mubarak and other Egyptian leaders would con-

tihue to implement the peace agreement as
planned,
Navon said he did not share the view that

Mubarak was an enigma, [He said that when
he mer with Mubarak last year in Egypt he asked
him directly what he thought about peace with
Israel, and why he was not heard from more on
this issue, Mubarak explained Navon said, that
he had previously refrained from making state-
ments on the peace process because he was
Deputy President, and it was up to the President
to make statements. Navon said he was im-
pressed that Mubarak stuck to the peace process
berween the two countries,
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the Administration
does not consider rthe
West Bank settlements
to be ‘““helpful.”” He
added that the Admin-
istration continued
not to have any com-
ment on their legality.

Both Haig and Allen
stressed that the
most important  out-
come following
Sadat's assassination
Oct, 6 is that Mu-
harak and Begin

pledged to continue the
autanomy talks

Haig said he  r1old
Begin and MAubarak in
Cairo that there was
no need to “stripaside
certain inflexibilities
of the past” in order
to reachthe sertlement

on autonomy for the
Palestinians of the
West Bank and the
Gaza Strip. He indi-

cared that bothleaders
agreed,
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