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BY HADASSAII BAT IIA1M

From the 18 feminist groups in Israel and
a large number of unaffiliated people more than '

six hundred women took part this year in the
Fourth Annual Congress of Feminists in Israel.
There was much feeling of support and en-

couragement and people got a great refreshment
of spirit, which reinforced their determination
to carry on the feminist struggle.

Besides most of the problems that beset
women in other countries Israeli women have
additional difficulties stemming from the parti-
cular kind of society they live in. One delegate
described it as a secular state which is never-
theless largely influenced by ultra orthodox
niinorieies to whom the status of women is
determined for eternity by Jewish Law. The
Labor Party, Israel's largest political party,
is formally dedicated to the principles of equal
rights but when in power was unwillingtoenforce
them. The Kibbutzim, once the proud upholders
of the liberation of women from the kitchen,
are now accused by some feminists of tending to
relegate most of their fenvle members to
services and child rearing. ,

More than half Israeli citizens come from
Near East and North African countries where
women are lucky if they are pampered at home.
In many of these countries slavery is still rife.
Polygamy is legal. Education for poor people
is minimal and if they are women, less than that.
The Jewish State, while outlawing slavery, child
marriage and polygamy, nevertheless excludes
women from holding religious office and from
being counted in a minyan.

The Congress brought together la rge numbers
of immigrants from the sophisticated tech-

nologies of the West who admitted they found
communication difficult with their sisters from
more primitive backgrounds. The daughiers of
the first untried female immigrants are
relatively free in most aspects of their life.
They go to school, to the army and to work.
They arc better equipped to withstand families
piesbuiftf ni.Jiiiages anu euucauon
iiut they are still a long way from understanding
their secondary roles in a mile dominated
society.

There was complete accord in the resolu-
tions to press for equal pay. for equal job
opportunities especially in the armed forces
and the po'ice. National service in one or the
other is compulsory for everyone, but too many
women serve in kitchens and services. Non-orthod-

women also agreed to pressure the
established religious bodies for a more active
part in worship. Though not a high priority
for everyone it was obviously important to those
who brought it up.

Heavily supported by all delegates was the
call to expand and improve the women's shel-
ters. That wives and children ire beaten and,
abused is not easily acceptable to the genera
public hut these abuses not only exist but

About S0;r of the women coming
to these refuges are precisely those of the
uneducated tradition - ridden women who have
never been. reached before.

It is there they begin to perceive their digniiv
and worth to themselves as well as to the com-
munity. There, liberation begins to have a

meaning. But the real problem of the Israeli - !

feminists is how to reach the average Israeli
woman - underprivileged as a person and
oppressed as a women .in her dailv life and
work.

I BY JERRY CHEST. OW

derrund for the implementation of.the findings of
the government's Etzioni commission on the
status of the teacher. This included increases
in wages and benefits for the teachers. Hur-wit- z,

claiming that there was no money in the
state coffer to cover this, regarded this affair
as the last straw, and left the Government and

the treasury.
It was against this atmosphere of gloom and

doom that Yoram Aridor took over the finance
portfolio, with the economy in what is called a
cost inflation: the prices of raw materials
cost more, driving up the price of finished goods
and services. This was coupled with massive
public buying to offset price.hikes, another factor
in the spiralling inflation.

To restore confidence in the economy, Aridor
brought down the prices of some durable goods
such as televisions, cars and refrigerators, by
reducing purchase tax. In spite of the rapidly
devaluing Israeli shekel, he kept the prices of
most essential foods down by compensating with
an increase in subsidies.

Indeed, in the first 6 months of 1931 th? balance
of payments deficit soared by 600 million dollars,
private consumption jumped by 12 percent and the
government printed 70 percent of the money it
had planned to put in circulation in the entire
year. Investment in industry dropped by 25
percent and exports were down by 10 percent.
All of these according to Aridor, where the price
Israel had to pay for curbing economic enemy
number one, inflation.

How did all this affect the average Israeli?
Although the shekel is worth less than half what
it was last Rosh llashana and inflation is still
well over one hundredpercent, average wiges
grew by more than the rise in the COL index.
Israelis, who during the Hur'witz era appeared
to be groaning under the yoke of the economic
sacrifices demanded of them, somehow found the
money to buy tens of thousands of color tele-
visions and thousands of new ca rs, when the pur-
chase tax was reduced. And half a million
Israelis travelled abroad during the past year.

Whereas one hundred percent inflation would
i be considered an economic tragedy in most
I Western countries, for Yigal Hurwitz and Yoram

Aridor, the two finance ministers who ran the
I Israeli treasury over the past year, it was an
I! unattainable goal.

The year 5741 came in with a world oil

price shock and adverse trade conditions, which
posed a serious threat to the country's balance

I of payments. Israel imports 40 percent of her
I resources as well as all of her fuel since the

return of Egypt's Sinai oilfields. These prob- -

compounded by an annual inflation rate
percent, led finance minister Yigal

Ilems, to implement a tough austerity
claiming that Israel's economic

stemmed from the fact that the country
whole spent more than it earned.

1 Accordingly, he slashed subsidies on basic
I commodities, initiating weekly and sometimes
I daily rises in the prices of essential food
I items. The gross national product, which had
I been growing by ten percent a year, was re-- I

duced to almost zero growth by the end of

f 1980.
I For the first time since 1967 there were
I pockets of unemployment, a five percent re-- I

duction in real wages, and a seven percent
f. drop in private consumption in the first half

of 5741. At the sam; time defence imports
l grew by 20 percent, miinly due to the rede- -

piny me nt of the army urJer the peace traaty
I with Egypt. This drove the balance of pay-- t

ments deficit up by 250 million dollars, even

( though the civilian deficit decreased by 200

i million. The drop was in spite of a 700 million
dollar rise in the price of imported oil,

'

.making Israel one of the few countries which
f successfully absorbed those price hikes,

f The Hurwitz policy, which included severe
t cuts in public services, ran into stiff opposition

from various other cabinet ministers, including
David Levy, who reportedly said life in Israel
was "turning' into a hell." There was talk of

.' a record number of Israelis emigrating. Labor
unrest was widespread with numerous strikes
in the public sector. One of thorn, by the

teachers, eventually led to Hurwitz' s resignation.
Other' ministers hacked the educators'
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