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Ynael ¢ Ecomomic Year

. 1981

BY JERRY CHESI.OW

Whereas one hundred pereent inflarion would
be considered an economic tragedy in mnst
Wesrern countries, for Yigal [Hurwitz and Yoram
Aridor, the rwn finance minisrers who ran the
[sraeli tréasury nver 1he pASt vedr, it wWas an
unattainable goal

The year 5741 came in with a world oil
price shock and adverse comditions. which
I'\r!:i('\i 4 serinus threat to the coumry's halance
of payments. Isrdel imports 40 percent of her
15 well as all of her fus) the

trade

resnurces since

rerurn of Egypt's Sinai oilfields.  These proh-
lema, compounded by an annual inflation rate
af 120 percent, led finance minister Yigal
dqurwirz oo implement 4 1ough ausrerity pro-
gram claiming that Israel s economic proh-
lems stemmed from' the fact thar the country

than 1t carned.
subsidies on hasic

15 a whole spent mnre
Accordingly, he slashed

commoditios, initiaring weekly and sometime:s
daily rises in the prices of essential food
inems I'he gross nationdl produer, which had
heen growing by ten percent 4 year, was re-
duced o almost zera growth by the end of
1L810),

For the first rime since W67 there wenrt
pocketrs of  unemplovmen bofive percent re-
uction in real wages, and o seven percen
dpop in private consumption in rthe first half
of 3741 At othe same time defence imporis
erew hy 20 pereent, mmoinly due 1o the rede-
ployment af the army uader the peace traaty
with Egyvpt. fhis drave the halance of pay-
ments deficit up by 250 million dollars, ‘even
thoueh the civilian deficit decreased by 200
mitl lon Fhe drop was in spite of o T09 million
illar rise in the price of imporied uil,
dbaking Israel ope of thee few countrics which
successfully absorbed those price hikes,

[he Hlurwitz policy, which included severe

.’ rurs inopublic services, ran intn stiff oppasition

e callinsr ministers, ineluding
reporredly said Tife in Israel
hell,"  There was ralk of

from varinus oth
PDavid [ evy, win
was “‘rurning intno a

record number of Israelis emigrating. [ abor
mrest was widespread wirh numeraus strikes
i the public sectar (e f itham. | ‘
teachers. cventualivied o blurw PSR ATEm,
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demend for the implementation of_the findings of
the government's Etzioni commission on the
starus of rthe weacher. This included increases

in wages and henefirs for rhe teachers. [Hur-
witz, claiming that there wias no money in the
stare coffer to cover this, regarded rhis affair
45 the last straw, and lefr the Government and

the treasury.,
It was against this atmosphere of gloam and

doosm that Yoram Aridor took over the finance
portfolio. with the economy in what is called a
cosr inflatinns  the prices of raw muiterials

Cost more, driving up the price of finished goods
ind services. This was coupled with missive
public buying to offset price hikes, another factar
in the spiralling inflation.

To restore confidence inthe economy,
brought down the prices of some durable gonds
such as televisions, cars and refrigerators, by
reducing purchase tax In spite of the rapidly
devaluing Israeli shekel, he kept the prices of
most essential fonds down by compensating with
anincrease in subsidies,

 Indeed, inthe first 6 months of 1981 the balance
of |..|_\-:.1. nts deficit saared by 690 milliondollars,
Private cansumptior ]1||n1u\1 by 12 percent and the
government prin Iml T percent of the money it
hl\l flanned o pit in circulation in the entire

Aridor

veur Investment in ipdustry dropped by 25
percent and eXports wereodown by 10 pereent,
NGl these weordine o Aridor \'\"rt‘?'t"|-.-'||I'"i\""
Isriel had to pay for curbing economic enems
numbe s one, ainflasion

low did all this affecr the averags Jsraeli?
Mirhoueh the shekel s warth less rhan half what
it was fasy Rosh Hashano and anflarion is still
well aver one hundred pereent IVEFAEe Wiges
grew hw mare than the rise in the COl. index
Israglis. who durminz the HurWirz era appeared
to b groaning under the voke of the ccanomic
sacrifices demonded of them, somohow found the
maney e buy tens of thousands of enlor tele-
visions and thousands of now cars, when Ih-l-:u'—
chase tax was reduced.  And half a million

[sraclis rravelled abroad during the past vear,
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Ve Feminis? Year

BY HADASSAII BAT HAIM

From the 18 feminist groups in Israel and
a large number of uniffiliated people maore than
six hundred women took part this year in the
Fourth Annual Congress of Feminists in lsrael,
There was much feeling of supporr and en-
couragemeont and people got a great refreshmen
nf spirit, which reinforced their determinarion
tocarry on the feminist strugele,

Besides mast of the problems thar heset
women in nther countries Israeli wamen have
wdditional difficulties stemming from the parti-

cular kind of snciety thev live in, One delegate
described it as a secular stare which is never-
theless largely influenced by ultra arthoadpx
minorieies to whom the status of women is

determined for eternity hy Jewish | aw  The
[Labor Party. Israel s largest political parry,
is formually dedicated to the principles of equal
rights but when in powerwas unwilling roenforce
them. The Kibbutzim, once the proud upholders
of the liberdtion of women from the kitchen,
ire pow accused by some feminists of tendingto
relegate moast of their fem le moembers to
services and child rearing,

More than half Israeli chrizens come from
Near Fasr and Narth African countrics where
wamen are Jdeky if they are pampered ot home,
In many of these countries sluvery is srll rife,
1,'|=|'\'j|_'.LIII_, is legal mducation for paor pe ]|
is minimal and if they are women, less than fhay
'he Jewish State, while ourlawing slavery, child
marrivege dnd polveamy. neveriheless excludes
women fram halding religious office and from
heing counted in a minvan.

The Congress hrought together large numbers
of immigrarits  from the s u]l isticaled regh=
:n'l‘ 'L’.il"‘% W the West ‘.\'1.|'| |".l]|i11-'t[ I'|.l"\ 1I"'ITI-|
commupication difficuly with their 41’~1»'- from
mare primivpve hackerounds, The doughiors of

the first untried female immigrams dre
relatively free in mnst ispects of their 1ife,
They go ta schoal, to the army and rowark,

They are berer équipped to withstand families

pressures regarding marridges and education
bt they are stil' a long way from undersranding
their secondary roles in 2 mile donmiinared
SOCiety '
| here was -l'||-|v'-" ycenrd i A
Fions  f press doy iegual pay, for equal job
pportunities espectally in the armod forces
d the police,  Nardanal serviee in one orithe
wher | mpulsory for everyvone, hut ton many
Wam erve in kirchens and ices,  No
ehodny womon 41s= pyreed Pres |
hlished meligious had ' i 8 AU
] (L Wit 1‘. I'l e A okl B
| S S W It Was o | ! I f
who hroughr iroup.
feavily supprrned |l i S
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| il theo e vy t \ L i
il worth o themaelvies o2 w nov the cavn=
VLY, Ihere,, Tiherarinn héel i lrane
meaning,  But the real proble; f 11 [sraeli
feminists is how tno reach the e = i
WOImam I;I:,‘.r'-"i "1"!1"'..1"] s v |
oppressed s WOTIen: i = dudlv life 3
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