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OUR MAN
IN HAIFA

CARL ALPERT
Hmenican Tmpont

HAIFA -- Could
stimulate American dlivah?

this he a npew appeal to
Immigrate to |s-

rael and hecome mayor of a city! That's what
happened 1o young David | evene from Jersey
Citv, N.]. e came to [srael in 1968 at the
age of 27, and 10 years later was elected mayor
of Pardess Ifannah, a pleasant towninthe Sharen
Coastal plain,

The Mayor chuckled at the idea when |
suggested it to Kim but he hardly recommended
that the new olim depend on the possibility.
His own story was unique, though of course it
could be repeated again under various circum-
stances.

David T evene is an ordained rahbi. but few
in Pardess Hannah cal! him by thattitle. Neither
is hie “Mr. Mavor'' or any other similar appela-
tion. Perhaps the secret of his success politi-
cally, personally, and administratively may be
found -n the fact that to almost everyhody he is
simply David

[{is veshiva and rabbinical background did
not  hurt: neither did his Brooklvn College
degree in political science, When the voung
American and his bride came to Pardess Han-
nah he taught at the Midrashiar Noam. and then
organized a religious vocational high school
which he headed for 6 vears. His interest in
the children, in their parents, in their family
problemsa, and his sincere desire ro extend help
wherever needed caught the fancy of the local
population.  When election time came in 1978
delegations from several of the political parties
called on him in turn dand asked him to serve
as head of their slate

“obvinously they had no one else,”” he sdid,
““1 had no interest in politics and not the sligh-
test idea what the duties of a Mayor were,™
The politicians persisted, and two of the parties
(Narional Religious and [ikud) agreed to join
hands if l.evene would run, lie relented, and
when the votes were counted. he had polled 569,
running far ahead of others on his slare secking
seats in the Municipal Council. For the first
time in its history Pardess lannah had a non-
[.abor Mavor.

Why did people vote for him? For one thing,
he suffered from no previous political taints
wharever, The waorst his aopponents could say

was that he lacked experience, and in view of
the records of same of ‘.L‘? |.|’""l_%"‘ e3s50rs, the
public liked that, Further, the facr thar he was
I American |.»"|!'_-15.!_ The laocal voters reasoned

it he must know everyvthing., or at leasg
know evervbody, [lis campaign was conducred
tlmnst exclusively partar meetings, where
ocal residents had chiance ta meet, shake
hands with and ask questions of the smiling
Persanahle voung man who spake an excellent
[ebhrew with an American aceent Even the
nn - religious communinv supported the candi-
late with tlie varmelke,

The fact thar he was the grandsonof the saint-
iy Reb Arvel Tevin who had heen a rower of
strength to the undereraund fighters of the Trgun
in the pre = Stare days. helped oo

What e acenmplished? There js.a new
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look and a new spirit in the rown. Housing,
schools. recreation and sporr facilities, roads,
dedicated attention to citizens problems, all
have cnaracterized the [.evene administration.
People think he can do everything, and with a
characteristic grin he added that he also gets
credit for a lot of good things that he had
nothing to do with. Ie is probably more popular
today then he was when first elected. huta price
has to be paid for such popularity. The Mayor,
that is David, is expected o atiend every wed-
ding, Bar Mizvah, Brit Milah, sport event,
anniversary party or school celebration, and in
a town of 18 000 inhabirants the number of such
events adds up. He has little time for his
family.

There is still much maore to be done. e
has not yet licked the typical Israel bureaucracy
pracriced in public offices but neither has he
succumbed to it personally, If he serves a
second term there will be many more changes.
WIll he run? Municipal elections are to take
place next vear, but David had nor yer decided
what he will do. Does he havean eve on national
politics, the Knesset the Government? [le does
not dismiss the possibility. His views on na-
tional policies?  |le endorses the nationalist
line of Menachem Begin: religiously heis ortho-
dox, but as an American he apparently finds it
difficult to justify religion in politics. [e be-
lieves all young peaple should serve ifthe army.
irrespective of religious beliefs, or in extreme
cases. a4t leas! render some form of national
service,

The Mavor's wife, the rebherzin secms 1o
have mixed feelings abour his political career
but she is obviously proud of him. Also Am-
erican - harn. she knew whar she was getring
into and exacted her own price as wel', When
they were married David made it clear 1o [lava
that she would have to come to Israel with him
And she responded that he would have 10 agree
ro have lots of children, Beth had their wav:
thus far there are eight children in their Par-
dess Ilannah home.
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How Tonael Toted

BY MOSHE BEN YOSEF

The Democratic Movement for Change (IDASH)
headed by Professor Yigael Yadin, which won
I5 seats in the last elections (1977) did not
fight this time, Shinui, whichwasa part of [Dash,
ran on its own ricker and won 2 seats.

Irs  orientarion is rtoward the Alignment
rather than the Likud, Of the other new lists,
the Tami (Abuhatzeira), Sephardi hreak-awdy
from the N.R.P., is a pariner for Begin's coa-
lition; the Tehiya (nationalistic) faction and
Moshe Dayan's Telem did not, at the time the
elecrion results were announced, appear ro be
coalition candidares. There may, however, he
issues on which they mighr suppnrt 4 Begin
coalition The Comimunists will conrinue to
oppose Begin unconditionally.,

The following lists failed to he reelected:
Sheli (left wing) which had 2 mandates in 1977;
Independent I.iberal Party (Centrist - 1). Poalei
Agudar Yisrael (1); United Arab list (1), Flarto
Sharan (1).

It is significant thar in these elections the
Likud and the Alignment, the 2 major blocs
vying for power, won no less than 797 of the
total vate. With Shulamit Aloni joining the Align-
ment after the elections, the hincs are of equal
size, with 48 seats each. The formarion and
stability of the government still depend, there-
fore, on agreemonts with the smaller pariies.

AMSTERIDANM (WNS) -- An advertisement
to plant irees in & Jewish National Fund forest
in Israel in sympathy with the victims of the
terrorist attack on the Vienna synagogu? has
appeared in the Duteh press it wis reporied
here, Tt was signed by parliamentarians of most
of the Duteh pl'}“”\? vl parties and '|1_\' represantd -
tives of rthe Protestant and Raman Carthnlic
churches and others. The initiative wis taken
hy the Amsterdam Protestantcleric, Rev, Arnold
Spijkerhoer
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