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WEST BANK TALNS RESUME

TEL AVIV (WNS) --
Talks on autonomy
for the Wesi Bank
and Gaza StripPales-
tinians  got underway
ar a summit con-
ference berween Pre-
mier Menachem Begin
ind Egyptian Presi-
dent Anwar Sadat in
Alexandria, Bur the
posirions  of the * two
countries are  still
far apart, but there
are reported  dif-
ferences, mainlyv of
approach,  within the
Isrdeli delegation

While Begin still
adopts an  uncompro-
mising stapd, Interior
Minister Yosef Burg,
leader of the minis-
terial negoriating
ream, favors a more
flexible and com-
promising dapproach.
[he positinn of De-
fense Minister Ariel
Sharon, atrending the
talks for the first
time in his new capa-

unclear,
ohservers
helieve his recently
announced more
liheral approach tothe
Wesr Bank indicated
his desire 1o reach
autonomy  with some
degree of upderstand-
ing with local West
Bank leaders, thus
hopefully undercut-
ting the influence of

city, is srill
though

the Beirut - hased
Palestine [ iheration
Organization
According tn re -
norts.,  Sharon has al-

roady hegun talks

Budweiser:

Iahpurer Huwh

with West Bank Arab
notables, but Defense
Ministry officialsde-
cline to confirm this,
The Arab leaders
involved are report-
ed to have promised
not to disclose the
subject of  the talks,
or even the fact
that they have taken
place. His recently
announced yelver
glove'' policy includ-
ed instructions to the
army to press ahead
with its campaign to
combat PLO terrorism
and PI.O  Supporters
bur not 1o mistreat
the West Bank civilian
population.

The talks were
halted some 18 months
ago, Analysts saythey
were stapped by Egypt
because Sadar  hoped
that Begin's Premier-
ship was onlva passing
phase and he wouldhe
replaced by a4 l.abor
leader in the Knessel
elections last June. He
is also thought to have
felt thar then LI, S,
President Carrer could
not bring sufficient
pressuré o hedr on
Israel during an elec-
tion vear both in the
L!,S, and in Israel.
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FLAP OVER CITY
OF DAVID DIG

JERUSALEM (WNS)

-- The controversy
over the archaeo-
logical excavation in

the City of David near
the Western Wall be-
tween archaeologists
and religious circles
entered a new stage

as the Chief Rabbis
ruled against contin-
uing the dig and ar-
chaenlngists  ignored

their rulings. Accord-
ing to the~ rahbis

and ultra - Orthodox
religious circles, the
dig at the hiblical

city huilt by King Da-
vid vinlated Jewish
[ .aw hecause it de-

secrated graves at INSTRUCTOR AT
the site, The arch- y
aeologists, headed

by Prof. Yigal Shilo,
maintained that no
graves have heen found
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has on occa-
clashes
have had

groups
sion led to
and Pl'l’ ice

o intervene.
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