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IT 1S NOT GOOD FOR ISRAEL

The Reagan Administration has yet to un-
veil a specific and derailed Middle East policy.
But even before it does, there are unmistakeable
signs that it intends to pursue a hard line to-

wards Israel. The underlying thrust of this
policy appears to be what's good for the U.S
may not be guud for Israel, but what isn't gﬂod
for Israel doesn't really matter as long as it is
good for the L!,S,

And what's good for the U.S, at this time

is conciliation roward ‘““moderate’’ Arab states
like Saudi Arabia and -- whether by design
or accident, in view of a Mideast non - policy

-- a sopfter attitude toward the Palestine Li-
beration Organization, despite disavowals an
this score by Secretary of State Alexander Haig,
Consider the PO issue: Haig., who appears
to be a maverick in the Administration's top
circles so far as Israel's security is concerned,
is the only high official to have asserted re-
peatedly that the U,S, will not deal with the
PLO unless it recognizes Israel s right to exist
and accepts UN Security Council Resolution
242 and 338 Haig, who appears tn be the only
outspoken pro - Israel official in the Adminis-
tration has taken this pesition publicly. But what
thout Reagan himself?
The President has been ominously silent on
of late and refrained from saying anything
about the PO when President Anwar Sadar of
Egypt raised it repeatedly during his visit to
the ULS, rhis month, More imporrant, Reagan,
who characrerized the PILLO as a terrorist
Zroup when he was running for office and casti-
gated Presidem Carrer for not saying the same
outright, has nor used this characterizationsince
taking office,
Consider,
in embargo

this

too, the fact rhat Reagan clamped
on warplanes lsrael had already

contracted for, with signed agreements. The
clampdown followed Israel's bombing of the
Iraqi nuclear reactor in June and Tsrael's
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raid on terrorist installations in Beirut in July.
In both instances Israel made it clear thart it
did so in a measure of self - defense against
mortal dangers to its security

After the cease - fire was effected. Reagan
said he would continue to withhold the planes
to see if the cease - fire held, It has held,
but there are no planes. Even if Reagan de-
cides to announce that he will resume delivery,
he has already made the point: he, not Israel,
will decide what's best for Israel in staving off
a threat to her existence and will punish her
if she trangresses his wishes.

There is no question but that the U.S, has
to look out for number one -- the U,S, Its
foreign policy needs must be decided in Wash-
ington, not in Beirut, Riyadh, Cairo of Jeru-
salem, That would be good, except for one fact:
its policies are being decided by Beirut, Riyadh
and Cairo. Only Jerusalem seems to have been
frozen out.
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ISRAEL 1S NOT A “STRATEGIC ASSET”
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