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I CEASE-FIR- E SHOULD EASE U.S. -- ISRAEL RELATIONS

JERUSALEM (WNS)
-- - The announcement
of a cease - fire on
the Israeli - Lebanese
border by special U.S.
envoy Philip Habib on
one hand has now spur-
red hope of an easing
of relations between
Jerusalem and Wash-

ington but on the other
; hand has brought

criticism from the
home front over the
handling of the fight-
ing and of the diplo-
matic efforts that led
to the cease - fire.

Israeli optimism
was encouraged by
the tone and context

' of a message received
by Premier Menachem
Begin from Secretary
of State Alexander
Maid congratulating
him on the cease - fire.
"The President," Haig
wrote, "has asked me
to convey his deep
personal gratification
and congratulations on

' your efforts to help
bring stability to the
region and a de-fac- to

cease - fire.
We fully realize the'

difficulty of the de-

cisions your govern-
ment has to make to
take risks in the in-

terests of promoting
peace and stability
in the region. The de-fac- to

cease - fire is
fragile and must be

strengthened. We arc-confide- nt

that with
your essential help
we can move to-

gether to stabilize
conditions further
and bring a greater
measure of security
to the citizens of
Israel and Lebanon
that they have known
for years.'' Haig sent
a similar message
to President Elias
Sarkis of Lebanon
and to Crown Prince
Fahd of Saudi Arabia.

On the home front,
however, the govern-
ment is facing cri-
ticism on three se-

parate counts in con-

nection with the fight-
ing and the cease-fir- e.

One is that the policy
of massive bombing
-- - especially the raid
on the PLO offices in

residential Beirut--wa- s

militarily inef-
fective and politically
damaging to Israel.
"The PLO scored
points . . . Israel, lost
in the court ofWestcrn.
opinion," opposition
Labor Party leader
Shimon Peres said.

Other criticism
suggested that the
cease - fire could
have come earlier and
thus avoided casualties
and damage of the last
few days of fighting and
that Israel in effect
struck a deal albeit
indirectly -- - with the
PLO and threrby gave
the PLO a significant
political victory.

However. Foreign
Minister Yitzhak Sha-

mir in a television in-

terview sought to
squelch each of these
charges. The agree-
ment he said was made
with Habib whom Is-

rael had empowered to
negotiate with Le-

banon's President.
" The government ob-

ligated Philip Habib
not to enter into any
contact with the PLO,''
Shamir said. He added
that the. PLO itself
declared that it had
refrained from any
contact with the U.S.
envoy and' had dealt
with the United Na-

tions.
Nevertheless, dip-

lomatic sources in
Israel said this was
pleasing since it was
clear that the PLO
as the other com- -

batant, was involved
throughout in the dip-
lomatic efforts to
reach a cease-fir- e.

Habib, they noted,
spent much of his
time in Saudi Arabia
and both Israel and
PLO sources agreed
that the Saudis played
a key role as middle-
man. Moreover, Ha-

bib' s efforts were
conducted in close
coordination with

parallel efforts by the
U.N., both in New York
and in the region. U.N.
officers met herewith
PLO chief Yasir Ara-
fat in Beirut and with
Israel's Deputy De-

fense Minister Morde-ch- ai

Zipori in Tel
Aviv.

On the time ele-

ment, Shamir denied
that there had been any
procrastination by the
government. He said
"We received this
(Habib' s) proposal
several days ago.
We had to deliberate,
to consult. ..We made
our suggestions to
Habib. He went to
Beirut and Riyadh.
He returned and the
moment he had a

proposal we gave
our answer.1' Shamir
stressed on the Beirut
bombing and its
political aftermath that
"We did not bomb
Beirut. We bombed
PLO headquarters in
a certain neighborhood
in Beirut." Shamir
maintained the Israeli
position that terrorists
can no longer seek
sanctuary amidst ci-

vilian populations and
said that every war
caused casualties.

Summing up the
entire episode, Sha-

mir asserted that it
represented "a note-

worthy achievement
for Israel.'' He said
the PLO had been
prevented for more
than a year from in-

filtrating its men
into Israel and had
been forced ,to shell
and launch rockets
from deep inside Le-

banon as the sole
means of attacking Is-

rael. He said, "If
the (cease - fire)
agreement ends this
too, then it is a very
noteworthy achieve-
ment for the State of
Israel."

HOLLANDER 10 HEAD UJA

NATIONAL "CH AVER" PROGRAM

Sanford Hollander
NEW YORK -- - San-fo- rd

L. Hollander, of
Newton, New Jersey,
has been

a National Vice
Chairman of the Uni-
ted Jewish Appeal and
wil! head UJA's "Cha-ver- "

leadership
program, Herschel W.

Blumberg, UJA Na-

tional Chairman, an-

nounced today.
The "Chaver''

-- - program
was established during
the 1981 campaign to
strengthen ties be-

tween UJA national
and regional leader-
ship and leaders of

community cam-

paigns. Under the
program, lay leaders
are assigned to
specific communi-
ties to assist them in

campaign planning,
solicitation. leader-
ship development, al-

locations of campaign
funds and cash col-

lection.
In making the

announcement, Blum-

berg cited Holla-
nder's many years

of distinguished ser-
vice on the local,
regional and national
levels, and said, "I
am delighted that San-

dy has agreed to head
this vital program.
His richly deserved
reputation as a
dedicated leader and
fundraiser with ex-

treme sensitivity and
advanced Jewish con-

sciousness are just
those qualities needed
to strengthen personal
links with Com-

munities around the
'

country.
Hol'ander served

as Chairman of UJA's
$1,000 - $10,000 Com-

mittee during the
1981 campaign. Pre-

viously, he was
Chairman of the Mid-Atlant- ic

Regional
Campaign Cabinet. He

is a graduate of
the UJA National
Young Leadership Ca-

binet and was both
President and Cam-

paign Chairman of the
United Jewish Feder-
ation of Morris-Susse- x,

New Jersey.
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FRANCE SHOWS HER COLORS

PARIS (WNS) - An
increasingly harder
line by the new

Socialist government
of President Francois
Mitterrand was ex- -

emplified by inter-
views conducted with
Foreign Minister
Claude Cheysson.
"There is now an
Israeli government
which feels it can do
whatever it wants...
It bombs Tamuz just
after President Mi-
tterrand comes to
power.

On the same day
the American decide
to resume deliveries
of it makes an
air strike on Beirut.
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