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OUR MAN
IN HAIFA

CARL ALPERT

Betind The
Election Besults”

HAIFA -- Whatever analysis may be madz of
the election results in Israel, the grand rotal
is what counts, and the ability of one blaz 1o
set up a coalition which can command a stable
majority in the Knessei. The results are in,
but it is both interesting and illuminiting to
take a close look at some of the elements which
went into the creation of the voters' surprise,

Though I.ikud had all the advantages of the
party in power, it was faced by an almost
unanimously hostile front of the madia of com-
munications There was not one newspaper
in Israel which supported the 1.ikud; most were
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virulently antagonistic, and even those which
leaned t ir ever so slightly afforded liberal
space to consistently vicious attacks by its re-
gular columnists. Both radino and relevision,
though Government agencies, operated under a
cloak of pseudo - freedom of the press, and the
various comimentators and editors shamelessly
distnrted the news into constanr criticism of
the Government

An influeptial newspaper like the Jerusa-
lem Post was anti - [ikud not only in its
editorials but also in its news coverage and in
its headlines, 1o such an extent that its extre-
mism ¢ngendered a counter - reaction from
intel'igent readers,

As  public opinion' polls began to refleci
d growing swing back to Begin, the [ abor bloc
launched a special assault on the [ ikud. The
public was warned rhat a [.ikud victory would
spell rthe end of demazracy, and the old labe)
of “fascism’ which had been ragged on Jabotin-
sky and rthe Revisionists years ago, was dgain
trotted out in an effort ro arouse public fear.
Few stopped to think thar four years ago rhe

sdme charges had bheen made againsi Mena-
chem Begin: that he would become a dicta-
tor. If there was one weakness of the T.ikud

Government it was precisely Begin's lack of
strong and authoritative control!

There were times in the past six months
when 1srael’s Government was engaged in strug-
gles on the international scene - struggles in
the U.N., and in relations with foreign powers,
Elementary parriotic duty should have dicta-
ted that the lLabor opposition make common cause
with Likud in such circumstances, for the national
welfare  Instead, Peres and his cohorts seized
on every opportunity to embarrass Israel s
governmeat and to make political capital our of
national crises. Its atritude toward the bomhing
of the Iraqi reactor was indefensible from a
Zionist point of view

lhe last moment projection of Yitzhak Rabin
as [.abor's Minister of Defense, despite all
Peres's pledges ro Bar - Lev, and despite the
open animosity between Peres and Rabin, was
seen by most of the elecrorate as a cynical bit
of politicking which simply proved how lirtle
Peres could be depended on.

During the weeks of electioneering a danger-
ous Pandora's Box was opened when ethnic is-
sues (Ashkenazi versus Sephardl) were intro-
duced. For thirty years every one in lsrael
has been laboring to eliminate artificial dif-
ferences, 1o bridge cultural and social gaps,
and to bring about a spirit of national unity,
Iremendous progress was being made, More
than 20% of all marriages in Israel roday cross
this histarical community differepce, and intime
this alone will eliminare the conflicts, And then
ilong came  some politicians who soughr to
capitalize on the differences and to seek vores
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hased on hosrility to the orher group. The in-
telligent vorers forrunarely rejected these ap-
reals, but the cause of communal unity has
in the meantime heen ser back,

The large crowds that turned ou* for Peres
[.abor rallies were hailed as indicative of basic
democracy. Dut when even larger crowds ga-
thered to cheer Menachem Begin ecstatically,
they were apenly and repeatedly rermed ““rab-
ble' by I.abor spokesmen, This very reacrion
was in itself anti - democraric.

But as we said ar the outset, it is rhe final
total that counts, When rthe results are so

close,

any coalition set up must inevitably be
the betring in
take place
4 year at the latesr.

unsteady. As of this writing,
Israel s rthat pew elections will
wirhin six months,
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