
- -
I 1

FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1981 'PAGELAS VEGAS ISRAELITE NINETEEN

"WHO IS A JEW" TALKS RESUME

rael in America to
press their demands
for the amendment
without compromisebecause the politicalclimate is favorable
in Israel. Leaders of
Conservative and Re-
form Judaism in
America are protest-
ing the amendment
with equal vigor.

A leading Reform
figure in Israel Prof.
Michael Klein, Dean
of the Hebrew Union
College Jerusalem
branch, noted in an
open letter to Begin
that "over three
million affiliated ox

Jews
throughout the world
are concerned about
their legitimacy being
questioned by the State
of Israel." He con-
tinued. "In the post-Holoca-

period of
our history we cannot
afford to suffer another
division in the hands
of a small intolerant
and presumptuous
group of ultra -- Orthodox

politicians. ..We
respectfully but right-
fully demand equal
rights and religious
freedom for all Jews
in the State of Israel
as guaranteed by the
declaration of inde-

pendence.

JERUSALEM (WNS
-- - The National Re-

ligious Party and the
Aguda Israel are
expected to join a

Likud - led coali-
tion even if Premier
Menachem Begin de-

clines to meet their
demands for a guaran-
tee that the contro-
versial "Who is a Jew"
amendment to the Law
of Return will be

adopted by the next
Knesset, according to

reports.
The amendment

would define as a Jew
any person born of a
Jewish mother orcon-verte- d

by an Orthodox
rabbi "according to
halacha.1' The pro-
posal has been ef-

fectively - shelved dur-

ing the past four
years despite Begin's
promise in 1977 to "do
his utmost' to get
the amendment through
Parliament. However,
Simcha Ehrlich, a

leader of Likud's Li-

beral Party wing gave
notice that he and his
party were not pre-
pared to support the
proposed amendment
which went against
their conscience.

Israel's Ashkenazic
and Sephardic Chief
Rabbis, Slomo Goren
and Ovadia Yosef have

f sent telegram ro all
' religious members of

the K; esset to with-- 1

sta-i- pressures from
I non - Orthodoc Jewish
I communities and their

leaders in the diaspora
to kill the amendment.'
The Chief Rabbis noted
that the non - Orthodox
religious community
in Israel represented
"a tiny majority" of
the people and its
leaders "live in the
diaspora because they
wish to do so" but
still seek the right
to influence decision
making in Israel. Ob-

servers here noted
however that neither
of them issued a hala-chi- c

ruling requiring
the religious parties
to stay out of the
government unless
they were assured that
the "Who is a Jew"
amendment was cer-
tain to be adopted.
The ruling however
had been issued at
the NRP's request
in the 1974 Labor-le- d

coalition of Premier
Yitzhak Rabin for a

time on the strength
of such a ruling by
Goren. This time,
it has made no such
requests air' 3ne X'RP

politician observed
privately , "We've
learned our lesson.
We shan't ask for a

halachic ruling this
time."

Meanwhile, the re-

ligious parties are
being urged by Ortho-
dox leaders in the
United States parti-
cularly the Aguda Is- -

FRANCE LOOKING TO CAUSE MORE TROUBLE
if Iraq makes the de-

mand." When asked
whether the training
of a nuclear genera-
tion in Baghdad might
not by itself en-

danger ultimate peace,
Jobert said, "there is
no stopping progress.
All over the world,
an increasing number
of countries and
scientists are about
to enter the nuclear
age." Jobert did not
comment on Cheys-son- 's

declaration
barring Israel from
the French arms
market.

France will sell arms
to Middle East coun-
tries but not to Israel.
He added that arms
will not be sold
to countries with
totalitarian regimes
or which are at war.
"As far as the Mid-

dle East is concern-
ed, only the second
restriction is appl-
icable," he said. "As
a consequence (of the
restriction) we shall
not deliver arms to
Israel." Cheysson

named Saudi Arabia.
Iraq, the Persian
Gulf States, Egypt
and North Africa as
countries to which
France is prepared
to sell weapons.

French officials
refused to comment
on Cheysson' s decl-
aration. Only State
Minister for Foreign
Trade, Michel Jobert,
confirmed Paris' rea-
diness to replace
Iraq's .. reactor "on
certain conditions and

PARIS (WN'S)
Minister

Claude Cheysson told
the Beirut daily
"Al 'ahar"'that if
Iraq makes a re-

quest of France to
replace the reactor
destroyed by anlsraeli
raid June 7, France
will replace the re-
actor "on. the terms
we apply to other
countries." it was
reported here. Ear-
lier, he said that
France will "multi-
ply checks and con-
trols to ensure that
civilian reactors are
not used for mili-
tary purposes."

Cheysson also said

BEGIN PONDERS

DEFENSE MINISTER

JERUSALEM (WNS)
-- - Premier Menachem
Begin hinted strongly
that he intends to name
Ariel Sharon Defense
Minister in a new Li-

kud government des-

pite the bitter con-

troversy surrounding
the ultra - hawkish
Yom Kippur war hero.

He said in a tele-
vision panel inter-
view that he be ieved
the appointment would
not encounter the
overwhelming oppo-
sition raised within
the Cabinet a year
ago when he. favored
Sharon' for the defense
post just vacated by
Fizer Weizman.

Begin declined to
say flatly that he has
decided to appoint
Sharon, observing that
he would name his Ca-

binet members only
after he receives a

formal call from Pre-
sident Yithak N'avon
to form a new govern-
ment.
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