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ARE THE FRENCH PRO ARAB ’

The victory of Francois Mitterand as Pre-
sident of France appeared to many as signalling
a more positive attitude toward lsrael on the
part of the French government, On the basis
of his sratements during the election cam-
paign and to French Jewish leaders, it was
anticipated thar Mitterand would also reverse
the policy of his predecessor, Valery Giscard
d'Estaing, in supplying Arab countries with
sophisticated arms and especially, enriched
uranium o lrag.

These hopes were quickly dispelled when the
new Foreign Minister, Claude Cheysson, an-
nounced that the new Administration will honor
all existing arms contracts and deliver all
underwritten equipment, He branded as “lies’’
reports that France might cancel some of its
existing arms contracts, The signal to the
Arahs was clear: they need not fear an anti-
Arab policy. At the same time, Mitterand
responded to an invitation from Premier Me-
nachem Begin of lsrael for him to visit Israel
that he would do “when circumsrances
allow.” Apparently, the French President
is in no hurry to buddy up to Begin,
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o assure thar.all his political flanks are
covered, the new Socialist President appointed
a Cabiner which includes a number of opponents
of Israel. One of them is Michel Jobert, who
is considered one of the sraunchest pro-
Arab, anti - Israeli political figures in France,
Another is Nichel Rocard, whp recently met
with Palestine [ iberation Organization chief
Yasir Arafat in Beirut and reviewed a P10
guard of honor. Another is Jean - Pierre
Chevenement, who is known as a warm suppor-
ter of Palestinian state aspirations.
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I'here are, to bhe sure, several Cabinet
members who are friends of Israel. Hut
given the weight and influence of the Foreign
Minister, Mitterand's own assurances since
becoming President that he will honor all
international agreements and contracts signed
by previous Administrations, it appears that

Giscard's policy is being implemented albeit in
Socialist phraseology.

I'he bhasic moativation for this is not a moral
commitment o previous agreements hut to
economic necessity, France has traditionally

been one of the main arms suppliers to the
Arah world. The Arahs also have hetween
30 - 500 billions francs (86 - %9 billion) de-

posited with French banks or invested in French
enterprises, When push comes to shove, eco-
nomics is a far more potent factor in inter-
national diplomacy rhan is moraliry,

Prof. llenry Higgins, in the Broadway musi-
cdl "My Fair Lady,” intoned: “The French
don’t acrually care whar they do, so long as they
pronounce it correctly, I'he correct pronoun-
ciatipn for Mitterand s policy in the Middle
Izast is: Channel de 0il,
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Two subcommittees of
the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee re-
commended for ap-
proval a hill grant-
ing honorary United
States cirizenship 1o
Raoul Wallenberg the
swedish diplomat
who rescued 100,000
Hungarian Jews from
the Nazis.
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he holding Wallen-
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Congress has granted
honorary  citizenship
to a foreigner. The
only such grant was to
Winston Churchill.
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