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BONN (WNS) -- A
court in Duesseldorf
is considering the fate
of farmer New York
resident Hermine

FACES COURT

Ryan, 61, accused of
mass murder while
she was a Nazi con-
centration campguard,
it was reported,

She has been identi-
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fied by former inmates
of Maidanek as having
participated in the
execution of women
and children and the
selection of prisoners
for the gas chambers at
the camp in Nazioccu-
pied Poland, Ryan's
trial has lasted five-
and-a-half vears in
what has now become
the longest Nazi war
crimes trial.,

She is accused with
eight other former
55 guards. Ryanmar-
ried an Americanafter
World War Il and was

extradited from the
.5, almaost eight
years ago.

A defense lawyver
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has asked the court
to free Ryan claiming
that witnesses had not
proved that she had
taken part in the
alleged atrocities and
could not make a
positive identifica-
tion. The lawyer also
tried to getr her ac-
quirred on grounds
that she was  being
tried twice for the
same crime,

Ryan was sentenced
to three vears in pri-

son by a cour! in
Vienna in 1946 onchar-
ges which included

torture and mistrear-

ment in concentration
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camps she worked in
since 1939 before
being transferred to
Maidanek.
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