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IN HONOR OF PASSOVER, WHICH COM-- U

MEMORATES THE ANNIVERSARY OF THF
LIBERATION OF THE ISRAELITES FROM
EGYPTIAN BONDAGE, THE LAS VEGAS IS-
RAELITE WILL PUBLISH A SERIES OF FEA
TURES.. THIS YEAR THE PASSOVER FESTIVAL
IS INAUGURATED AT SUNDOWN ON THE
EVENING OF SATURDAY, APRIL 18 AND ENDS
ON APRIL 26.

by its premature discovery.
Like the Jews whose tale we tell each

Passover, Mendelevich was ill - treated and
afflicted. He was sentenced to 12 years' hard
labor, and it is a miracle that he survived --

undernourished and overworked; severely pun-
ished for secretly teaching Hebrew to fellow-prisone- rs.

When warders confiscated the books
he used to teach Hebrew, he began a three and
a half month hunger strike that ended only with
his release.

Many wonderful people and organizations
fought tirelessly for his release and that of
other dissidents still languishing in Soviet
prisons. His own Israeli sisters - Rivka Drori

and Eva Lisitin, never let up their efforts and
were aided in Israel by the Public Council for
Soviet Jewry. President of the World Jewish
Congress. Edgar Bronfman, was apparently a

key figure, as was another Jewish multi-milliona- ire

from America's West Coast with close )

connections in the Soviet Union.

Mendelevich, while he must be deeply grate-
ful for their intervention, will nevertheless offer'
the most praise elsewhere. With a full heart
this Passover, he will be able to add a fervent
"Amen!" to the words in the Haggadah:

"Therefore we are bound to thank, praise,
laud, glorify, extol, honor, bless, exalt and
reverence Him, who did all these miracles
for our ancestors and for us; and He brought
us forth from bondage to freedom, from sor-
row to joy, from mourning to holydays, from
darkness to great light, and from servitude to
redemption. Therefore let us sing unto Him a
new song. Halleluiah."
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In Israel, and in every Jewish home around
the world the eve of Passover will find us
seated around a festive table, narrating once
again the story of the Exodus from Egypt. We
recount it each year as a moral duty to teach
it to our children, so that this important lesson
of history will never be forgotten.

This year it will have a special poignancy
and significance, especially in Israel. Cele-
brating it with us will be former Prisoner of
Zion, Yosef Mendelevich - a living symbol of
the Jew who has come from bondage to free-
dom; whose unwavering faith against the ty-

ranny of oppression is akin to the vision of
Moses, seeking to lead his people from slavery
to liberty.

Almost the first words we recite are: "This
is the bread of affliction, which our ancestors
ate in the land of Egypt." Mendelevich sub-
sisted for more than ten years literally on "the
bread of affliction.'' Unwilling to compromise
his strict observance of 'kashruth,' he lived
mainly on dry bread and water and would not
eat any food that had been cooked. His prison
was not in Egypt - it was in Soviet Russia, but
his incarceration was as bitter as any known
by our forefathers at the hand of Pharoah.

Further on, we read; "...not one only has
risen up against us, but in every generation
some have arisen to annihilate us, but the Most
Holy, blessed be He, hath delivered us out of
their hands." Mendelevich's faith that he would

I be delivered never wavered during the decade
of his ordeal. "Faith is a gift from heaven,"
he once wrote his sister, "but it is the test of
faith under critical situations which counts."

"And the Egyptians ill - treated us, afflicted
us and imposed heavy bondage on us" read the
words of the Haggadah. The repression of
Jewish ideology in Russia and the restraints
placed on Jews who wanted to leave, were

the reasons that motivated Mendelevich to be
part of the desperate act of stealing a Soviet
plane to fly it to freedom - an act aborted
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FAMED TOP BANANA EXITS -- - HANK HENRY,
WHO LIKED TO DESCRIBE HIMSELF AS "THE
AFFABLE OAF," WILL ENLIVEN THE HEARTS
OF PEOPLE NO MORE. HIS PASSING ON
MARCH 31 SADDENED MULTITUDES OF LAS
VEGANS FOR WHOM HE PROVIDED LAUGHS
FOR 22 YEARS STARTING WITH THE SILVER
SLIPPER IN 1950, THEN THE CASTAWAYS
BRIEFLY AND WRAPPING HIS FUNFESTS AT
THE HACIENDA IN 1972, THEN RETIREMENT.
BEFORE HE WAS STRICKEN WITH CANCER
18 MONTHS AGO, HE MUSED, "I'VE LIVED
A VERY PICTURESQUE LIFE. EVERY DAY S

A BONUS."

happy passover What a perfect wayto show your love!
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INTEGRITY
in Real Estate Service has
brought us many friends

Serving you now are five
offices with experts trained and
experienced in each major
division of Real Estate Services.

Sale of existing homes, new
home sales, investments and
comp-ercia- l real estate
departments are each composed
of experts in their field.

Electronic computers give us
instant real estate selling .

capability plus our staff of over j40 full time professionals are ' T
helping more and more clients
solve their problems.

At Levy Realty our people
prove that integrity is our creed.

Call tis today.

COMPANY

LAS VEGAS

420 E.SAHARA
.4220 S. MARYLAND PKWY

'

733-850- 0

2550 E. TROPICANA
451-622- 2'

3233 W. CHARLESTON
870-- 3095

5040 W. SPRING MOUNTAIN
871- - 1500

NORTH LAS VEGAS

1845 CIVIC CENTER DR.
642-631- 0

When you know it's for keeps.

Join Rsli
Jewelers

953 E. Sahara Avenue. B-- 5

in Commercial Center
OPEN 3:31 All. Tl SP.II. - SIX BAYS


