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REAGAN WANTS T0 SOLVE
“DETERIORATING
POSITION OF WEST”

WASHINGTON (WNS) -- The Reagan Adminis-
rration has made it clear that resumption of
the West Bank - Gaza Strip autonomy talks
will take a back seat to its first “priority"
in the Middle East. the “deteriorating position
of the West " in the region. This was revealed
by State Department spokesman William Dyess
in response to questions on reports that senior
Department officials see no value in having the
talks berween Israel, the United States and Egypt
resume now,

““We remain fully committed for a com-
prehensive peace in the Middle East,"' Dyess
gaid. ‘'We are ready to participate for further
discussions in the context of the Camp David
framework at a time mutually agreeable to
Egypt and Israel, We remain hopeful that par-
ticipation in these discussions can be broadened
at an appropriate time with the agreement of
our partners. We are convinced, however, that
the highest priority of the United States in that
region should be to arrest the deteriorating
position of the West vis a vis the Soviet Union.
Achievement of that goal will itself provide a
beneficial context far the future of the peace
process,'' Dyess added thar he was “‘not
necessarily'' suggesting a delay in the autonomy
talks while the U.,S, strengthened its security
in the Mideast since “you can proceed on both
tracks."’

The U.,S, position was at odds with that of
the government of Premier Menachem Begin
which has been calling for a resumption of the
autonomy  talks. Egyptian President Sadat,
meanwhile, wants to delay the talks until after
the June 30 Israeli elections, Begin, answering
questions at a Foreign Press Association
luncheon in Jerusalem, urged the U,S, to take
the ‘‘initiative’” in resuming the talks, ‘“‘The
Mideast and its periphery is an area of supreme
strategic importance,” the Premier stressed,
“It should be the interests of the free world.. .
not to be taken by surprise., But if somebody
wants to wait, if anybody thinks rhey've gor time
to solve the Israel-Arab conflict, what can
[srael do? '

Meanwhile, Secrerary of State Alexander Haig
announced that he will go to the Middle East at
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a ‘‘reasonably early’' datre.

His announcement
dme at the conclusion of a half hour meeting
at the White House berween President Reagan
;"”d Israeli Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir.
”I am clearly anxious rto go' to the area to

continue the momentum on the peace process
and conclude the kinds of consultations which
started here'' with Shamir's visit, Shamir told
reporters that in his talks with the President
he presented ‘‘the most essential and most vital
problems'’ for Israel and its relation with the
U.S, and predicted that ‘'the results will be very
fruitful.”

Haig was questioned about the possibility
of Jordan joining the peace talks. “This in-
Volves a consultative process with the parties
concerned and is not a made - in - America
solution.  This is a martter for the parries."
Haig said the U.,S, will ““continue in the frame-
Work of Camp David and according to (United
Nations Security Council) Resolutions 242 and
338 to reach a comprehensive settlement and
only after careful consultations with the parties."

Haig denied thar the UI,S, emphasis on the
autonomy talks hasbeendiminished. He referred
to ‘“the strategic realities of the Middle East''
which ““reinforce the peace process and must
always be kept in mind., We must not be ex-
clusively concerned, for example, with oil di-
plomacy or with Arab - [sraeli differences in
isolation, They must he viewed against a back-
ground of increasing Soviet interventionism in
the area and the commonality of concern with
respect to all the nations in the region to deal
with this danger. These are not murually ex-
clusive conceptions, they are mutually rein-
forcing conceptions.”

Meanwhile, Shamir in an address to the
Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations warned that any delay in
resuming the autonomy talks could endanger the
whole peace process. “There are many factors
which are interested in killing the peace pro-
cess,' Shamir said listing the Soviet Union, the
Palestine [ iberation Organization, and the West
European countries. “If there is a postponement
of the process the area is free for vArious at-
tempts which could be harmful to the process,'’
He stressed that Israel considers reviving the
talks ‘““the .most important and most urgemt
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