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HAPPY HANUKAH

POPE PRAISES GERMAN JEWS

BONN (WNS)  ~~
Pope John Paul 11
praised the contri-
butions of German
Jews to German
culture, In a meet-
ing with represen-
tatives of the Central
Organization of Ger-
man Jews in Mainz,
he also spoke of the
efforts by - Catholic
bodies in recentyears
to have a greater
understanding of the

Jewish community. .

Much of the Pope s
dialogue with 30
prominent West Ger-
man Jews, represent-
ing .a rtotal  popula-
tion of 40,000 Jews,
was centered on the
Nazi persecution of
Jews,

The Pontiff criti-
cized, by implication,
the dormant role of the
Church during the
Nazi period. The Pope
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refrained from men-
*ioning Israel and did
not refer to the Arab-
Israeli conflict,

All of his re-
ferences were to the
““Holy Land'® and he
expressed the  hope
that Jerusalem will
enjoy peace and
prosperity and that
all parties involved
would cooperate
toward those  goals,
But Werner Nahe-
mann, chairman of the
Central Council of
Jews in Germany, told
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the Pope that ‘““the land
of Israel has become
a symbol of our ‘sur-
vival after the Holo-
caust,’’ He departed
from his prepared
text to urge the Vati-
can to support the Mid-
dle East peace pro-
cess based on the
Camp David accords.
Nachmann  said that
never in Jerusalem's
history was access
to the holy places by
people of all faiths
more free than it is
now.
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