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Inan and Trag,
A Mockery of Law

BY RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

“If we desire respect for the law, we
must first make the law respectable,”” The
great Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis
spoke these insightful words about 70 years
ago. They came back to me as I pondered
with many of you the tragedy of the current
conflict of Iraq and Iran and the role of the
United Narions.

Here a major Arab nation launches an
apparently unprovoked attack on a fellow Mus-
lim narion, threatening in the process todestroy
forty percent of the world's oil supply on which
the economies of the enrire industrialized world
depends. That was a clear act of aggression
which threarens the peace and security not only
of the Middle East but of the internarional order,

The Iraqi artack violates the fundamental
principles and resolutions of the United Na-
tions. Yet look at the muted response of the
U.N. Yes, a resolution was adopted calling for
a cease - fire -- it was restrained, even gen-
rle -- not a word of threat or sancrtions.

Can you imagine what polemical upheaval
and ourrage the U.N would have been seized with
had Israel, not Iraq, fired a single shor at
Iran? Even while Iraq and Iran were busily
violating every principle the U.N, supposedly
stands for, Syria - that other great law-abiding
nation - has the audacity last week to call for
the expulsion of Israel from the United Na-
tions.

The American Constitution’s greatness is
distinguished by its insisténce on e al,gﬁo
tection of the laws, and the Bible - cheri ed
by Muslims as by Jews and Chrisrians - de-
mands “‘one set of laws for the native and the
stranger."”” As Justice Brandeis implied, if
the U.N, desires respect for international law,
it had berter make thag law respectable - b
applying it equally log everyone g includin‘é
Arab states. -

Behind T;he Seenes

At The United Nations
By David Horowitz

A World—Union Press Feature

Fatred at UV

UNITED NATIONS (WUP) -- The attempis
by the radical Arabs and their supporters
here to suspend Israel from the Assembly has
failed to the birrer dismay of the PLLO spokes-
men who stalk the UN corridors as shadowy
ghosts.

When the Credentials Committee last week
unanimously approved Israel’'s credentials,

“worthy of comment were raised.

LAS VEGAS ISRAELITE

OIS MR 1
;DI NS

THE DEVASTATING BLOW WHICH NAZISM
DEALT TO RUSSIAN JEWS, WITH TWO MIL -
| \ON DEAD, IS SYMBOLIZED BY THE NER
TAMID MEMORIAL IN THE SYNAGOGUE AT
ROSTOV, IN A PHOTO OBTAINED BY THE
STUDENT STRUGGLE FOR SOVIET JEWRY.
HITLER'S NAME IS CROSSED OUT TO ILLUS-
TRATE THE PHRASE WHICH FOLLOWS, YE-
MACH SHEMO, ““MAY HIS NAME BE BLOTTED
ouT."” -

among others, Ambassador Yehuda Z. Blum
noted that ““it is a measure of the decline of
the United Nations that the question of Israel's
credentials should have been raised at all, It
is evident that the sponsors of this illegiti-
mate move have also come to realize that i
was doomed ro-fatlure, If there is one lesson
to be learned from this episode, it is tha:
attempts at coercion and blackmail can be check-
ed when confronted with firmness and deter-
mination."’ '

When the two - week general debate came (o
a-close, Ambassador Blum, having been forced
to give ear to the vicious attacks launched
against his nation several times each day of
an opening period that serves as a ‘prelude’
to the work of the seven committees to which
the varied agemnda items are assigned, rook
the occasion of his right of reply to brand the
Assembly as ‘“a forum for the propagation of
hatred and fanaticism under the guise of re-
ligion."’

His words were few, but deeply meaningful
in the light of the rise of anti - Semitism in
many parts of the world, He was allotted only
ten minutes, but in these ten minutes his voice
struck hard at Israel s enemies. [.et us put
this voice on record:

__ ‘““We have followed closely the general debate
(which-'has  just been concluded, Many issues
However, |
should prefer to focus my remarks on one par-
ticitarly disruching phénomenon which was much
in evidence in the course of this debate, We have
witnessed the re-emergence of an ominous di-
mension in the ‘réalm of "inté Midtiodal polifics:
namely, the abuse of religion to fan the flames
of political hostility and warfare.

“We have witnessed moments when we were
hard pressed to tell whether some of the parti-
cipants still regarded the Unired Nations as an
Organization of States or whether they saw in
this Assembly a forum for the propagation of
hatred and fanaticism under the guise of re-
ligion...What is most disturbing is the exploit-
ation of religious fervour for sectarian political
purposes; the invocation of the sacred for mun-
dane and ignoble causes. One State even went
so far in this debate asrtocall on both Christians
and Moslems to conduct a jihad, or a holy war,
against my country, In this Organization nu-
merous religions and ideologies are represented,
It is not for a member of one faith to make

(Continued on Page 13)
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way said, its fallacy lies in the ‘‘absence of
historical memory and in a misreading of the
complexities of contemporary political realiry,
When this fallacy is coupled with an under-
standing of Judaism that allows Christians to
separate Judajsm as a fworld religion’ from

e lived 1ife503=¢ Jewish People, a formidable
is*laid for an insidious
form of anti - Semitism, disguised as anti-
Zionism."'

Another source of negative attitudes toward
Israel, Rev. Brockway states, comes from re-
presentatives of third - world churches who tend
to view Israel as a western nation and link it
with the United States and Western Europe as
a “‘colonial'’ power, the dominance of which must
be rejected and overcome,

“In the context of current international
political rhetoric, it is all but impossible for
third - world church representatives tocompre-
hend Israel as a nartion of refugees from all
three worlds,'” Rev, Brockway said. The sirua-
tion is complicated by the fact that these third-
world churches are influenced by the Christian
theology of 19th and 20th century missionaries,
he added ‘‘so that a theological anti - Semitism
lurks even farther beneath the conscious sur-
face than is the case in Europe and North
America,"’ '

Emphasizing that he was speaking for him-
self, Rev. Brockway concluded:

‘I am deeply concerned that Christians sup-

port Israel and the Jewish People, not so much
because 1 believe such support will enhance
fudaism but because 1 believe that the vitality
and validity of Christianity is at stake, The real
test for Christianity lies, not in its specific
answers to the question ‘“What do you say Israel
is?" (though that question will continue to he
addressed), as it does in whether it is willing
and able to transcend rhar essential question (o
struggle faithfully with rhe existential question,
‘lfow may we support Israel -- people, land, and
state -- in assuming its God - given role in the
lives of people and nations? Thar is a goal in
which Christians and Jews may join, though
perhaps for different reasons."
. Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Com-
mittee is this country's pioneer human relations
organization. It combats bigotry, protects the
civil and religious rights of Jews at home and
abroad, and seeks improved human relations
for all people everywhere.
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HENNY YOUNGMAN
..-Man of Many Talents.
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MY WIFEIS THESWEETEST, MOST TOLER -

ANT. MOST BEAUTIFUL WOMAN IN' THE
-D. THIS IS A PAID POLITICAL AN-
NOUCEMENT . ITICAL. AN




