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WOMAN RABBI HAS B0 PROBLENS

NEW YORK (WNS) --
A woman rabbi de-
clared here that she
has found no resis-
tance or objections to
her as rabbi of a Con-
servative synagogue in
Coatsville, Pa. In-
stead, Rabbi Linda
Holtzman, who be-
came rabbi at Beth
Israel in Coatsville

after graduating in1979
from the Reconstruc--
tionist Rabbinical Col-
lege, said she was
sought out for such
ceremonies

as wed-

dings within the con-
gregation.
Holtzman _ spoke to
some 100 members of
a new - organization,

the Group For the Rab-
binic Ordination of
Women (GROW) which
is seeking to persuade
the Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary of Am-
erica (JTS) to accept

women as rabbinical.

candidates for Con-
servative Judaism.
The meeting was the
second major event
by GROW gince it
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demonstrated in front
of the JTS building
against the decision by
the school’s Facuity
Senate to postpone in-
definitely any semi-
nary faculty . action
on ordaining women.
Rabbi Mayer Rabin-
owitz, professor of
Talmud at the semi-
nary, told the gather-
ing that the ma jor
issue was political not
halachic. He said
the only question was
whether women could
gerve as witnesses
and this could be re-
solved by rabbinical
interpretation.
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Bernice Balter in
the Bronx, wife of Sh-
lomo Balter, rabbi of
the Conservative Syn-
agogue of Riverdale in
the Bronx, where the
GROW meeting Wwas
held, said that while
the seminary faculty
has tabled the issue
of ordaining women, it
will be raised again
at the November con-
vention of the Wo-
men's League for Con-
servative Judaism of
which she is executive
director.
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