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STRAUSS ASKS
BOTH SIDES
10 RESOLVE ISSUES

ALEXANDRIA (WNS)
-- Robert Strauss,
President Carter's
special envoy to the
Middle East, opened
the fourth round of
autonomy talks be-
tween Israel and
Egypt by calling on
both sides to ‘‘have
the courage not to
equivocate, but toface
difficult issues and
resolve them fairly."

Strauss, who was
making his first
appearance at the

talks, was referring
to the Israeli-Egyptian
deadlock over an
agenda. Egypt wants
a declarative state-

ment of principles
that would establish
the ultimate ob-

jectives of  autono-
my on the West Bank
and Gaza Strip.

It feels that this
approach  would pro-
vide an incentive
to Palestinian mo-
derates to join the
negotiations and would
improve the image of
the autonomy plan in
the Arab world.

Israel's position
is that the talks be-
gin by tackling the
practical aspects of
autonomy such as the
election of an autono-
mous council, who may
seek election and who
is eligible to vote,
the structure of the
self - governing auth-
ority and what
responsibility it will
have.

Strauss emphasized
at the meeting that
his participation was
““‘physical evidence
of the commitment”
of President Carter
personally and the
U.S. as a nation
to the continuation
of the Middle East
peace  process,

Before joining
the autonomy ne-
gotiations, Strauss

met with  Egyptian
President Anwar Sa-
dat here and with
Israeli Premier Mena-
chem Begin in Jeru-
salem. While in Is-
rael, Strauss was
non - commital on the
agenda dispute saying
he would listen to
both sides  “‘and
then we will begin
to assess the situa-
tion," He srressed
that he had not
come to the Mideast
with solurions to all
problems., ‘“‘I am not
a fool to believe that
we can solve problems
of 3000 years and a
conflict of 30 years
in a few meetings,"
he said. He said he
was in the Mideast
to ““listen, learn, and
feel the problems."
Strauss brought Begin
a letter from Carter
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