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U5. VOTE AT UN CONSIDERED “A DEPLORABLE RETREAT

'*A deplorable retreat,"’

This was the desdcription by the American
Jewish Congress of the U.S, vote in support of
the United Narlons Security Councll statement
last week condemning the establishment of Is-
raell settlements in the West Bank territories.

Rabbi Arthur Herrzberg, preaidemt of the
Congreas, noted that the United Statee had
vetoed an  "almost identical” Secwrity Coun-
€il resolution last March,

““The minute changes in wording’' between
the resclution vetoed by the U.S, last March
and the one approved yesterday, Rabbl Hertz-
berg sald, "“do not diminish the atrtack or dis-
guise the imention of the UN, to represent
Inrael as

“The decision of the Unired States to join
in & predicrable U N, consensus attacking Is-
rael is a deplorable retreat from the position
raken by our government last March,'”

Rabbl Hertzberg challenged language in the
LN, statement assalling ‘““measures taken by
Inrdel In the occupled Arab territories...and

particularly the establishment of settlements,”’
I'he American Jewish Congress leader com
mented; ‘“There {8 no principle of international

tatially blameworthy and culpable,*

LAS VEGAS ISRAELITE

obse rved, d

““Since the end of the 1967 war, there has
been a total of some 43 authorized settlements
with a combined population of little more than
4,500 Israelis, representing 0.4 per cent of the
total population of the administered areas,

“During the same period, the number of
Arabs in the area has increased by more than
127,000 -- including 50,000 Arabs permitted
by Israel to return to the territory as perma-
nent residents under a family reunion program,"’

Rabbl Hertzberg continued: “‘The way to
prevent further economic development of this
land by Israel is to negotiate a permanent peace,
Israel stands ready. Where are those who
accept its legitimacy as a state and with whom
it can deal?

Our government understood all this per-
fectly well until now. We are deeply dis-
tressed that somehow, inexplicably, it apparent-
ly no longer does so.

""We are confident, however, that America's
position at the U.S. was a passing aberrartion
and that our country's traditional sense of jus-
tice and fair play in approaching the complex
issues of the Middle East will quickly re-
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