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38 COMPANIES REPORTING CURRENT BOYCOTT BIDS NAMED AT LAST

WASHINGTON (WNS) ~- The names of 38
American firms which have filed reports of being
approached to participate in the Arab boycott
were made public on October 18 by the Commerce
Department,

President Ford ordered the disclosures on
October 7, one day after he promised to do so
during his foreign policy debate with Democratic
nominee Jimmie Carter. But the President did
not make his order retroactive to cover firms
which reported prior to October 7 because there
was an "‘understanding'' that the information
would remain confidential,

The Commerce Department has said that
there is no federal law which forbids American

firms from complying with ‘‘economic types''

of boycotts but that discriminatory actions in
such compliance, involving race, religion or sex
of Americans, in international trade, are pro-
hibited.

Firms had been required, under the Export
Administration Act, to report approaches for
compliance but the Act had no penalties for com-
pliance. That act no longer applies because an
extension of it, with specific anti-- boycott
amendments, was blocked in the final daysofthe
*04th Congress, by efforts of Sen, John Tower,
(R, Tex.). The Commerce Department is now
operating under Ford's executive order which
is based on the Trading with the Enemy Act,
Commerce Department officials were. unable
_to explain how that act would be used against
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companies which violate any federal law,

The White House has promised to investi-
gate reports that the federal Agency for Inter-
national Development has placed boycott - re-
lated questions in a formTused to seek bids
from American construction firms seeking con-
tracts from Arab countries, according to a Cox
newspaper chain report. The report said AID
complied with Kuwait demands for inclusion in
the forms of these questions: ‘‘Have youunder-
taken...any consultation works in or for Israel,
and, if so, when? Are you still undertaking such
works? Do you have any associations with any
consulting office in Israel and do you think it is
likely you will have such an association in the
future?”’ J. David McVoy, an AID official, was
reported to have admitted that the form was
sent to architectural and engineering firms
argund the world,

Secretary of Commerce Elliot Richardson
testified before a Congressional subcommittee
on October 20 that he no longer regarded public
disclosure of the names of American firms

complying with the

boycott as “‘counter-pro-

ductive’" and said he would ‘““consider'’ govern-

ment sanctions against complying American
firms.

He gave that view to the e Govern-

Hous
ment Operations Subcommittee on Commerce,
Consumer and Monetary Affairs ar a hearing
called by its chairman, Rep. Benjamin Rosen-
thal, (D. NY). Richardson said that, ina memo-
randum to Ford lastspring, he had recommended
Administration approval of the provisions of
the Stevenson - Williams amendments to the
Senate bill extending the Export Administration
Act, Those provisions would have requireddis-
closure,
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The situation at the Airport is a tangled mess . . . the

stink emanating from the Sanitation Plant is os offensive

as ever.

. Transportation remains a thorn in our side

. . . Streets are senselessly and endlessly torn up because

of lack of planning and communication . . . More than o

Million Dollars of Taxpayers’ Money has been wasted on
studies that do nothing but gather dust,

while People Priorities are forgotten!

Join

Bl Armstrong’s

Army

Elect Bryn Armstrong, Democrat,
County Commission SeatF...
Be part of the fight for Open Government.

Wherever you live in Clark County
you can vote for Bryn Armstrong.
*=58 on the ballot.

Paid for by Armstrong's Army. Mory Wahl, co-Chairman
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