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For the 8t mix decades the American
Jewish Joimt Distribution Commitree has been
committed to & simple proposition -- to make
help avallable in the largest measure possible
0 endangered Jews and Jewish communities
overseas. The help glven is viewed in terms of
the: three R's -~ Rellef, Rescue, Rehabilitation,

Since the end of World War 11, about two
milllon Jews have been transplanted. Our gen-
aration - yours and mine - musar truly be con-
sidered as a generation of Flight and Rescue, It
is within this comex: that the American Jewish
community through the Joint Distribution Com-
mittee UDC) has played an important role inthe
survival and the future of the Jewish communities
oversaas.

In the MesTem < Arabcountries, and contrary
ta Arab pro arela, Jews have never been ac-
caorded full rights, and were alwaye considerell
s second claaw cftizens. In consequence, mast
were desperately poor .and suffered ab gt
poverty &f a degree which & person in & western
society would find difficult 1o cofprehend. None-
theleas, Jews in these countries had well organi-
2ed Jewish communities and communal ser-
vices, although much different than thobe we know
in this country,

At the end of World War |1, there were about
one million Jews living in thirteen different
Moslem /A rab countries, JDC Initiated massive
Rellef, ResCoe and Rehabittation programa in
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several Moslem /Arabcountries - Libya, Moroc-
¢o, Tunisia, Algeria, and Iran, Through the
exisring local communal organizations, JDS
developed medical care services, sanitation pro-
grams, secular and religious education ser-
vices, day care center for young children, milk
centers for Infants and feeding programs for
children, youth acrivities; support of vocational
education, care of the  disabled and elderly,
and many other types of human services. The
Purpose was to ensure the survival of Jews and
Jewish communities in the countries where they
were, and to enable them to reach other.havens,
Somie, or all of these social programs especially
in Morocco and Iran are still being carried on.

From the one million Jews in 13 different
in 1945, thirty years later, there are
about 115,000 mainly in three countries: Morocco,
Tunisia and Iran. The others were transplanted
F_rinclpunlly in Israel, substantial numbers to
‘rance and Canada, and smaller numbers to
the USA and other areas, In 1949, in two un-
forgettable human ‘dramas, known as Opera-
tion Open Sesame or "Alli Baba almost the en-
tire Jewish population of Iraq was airlifted to
Israel; and in the fabulous operation Magic
Carpet, again almost the entire Jewish popula-
tian of the Yemen was evacuated to Israel. This
ancient Jewish commuriity was reassured ontheir
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flight  from the Yemen to Isrdel by the bibli=
cal prophecy that they would return to the Pro- .
mised Land “‘on the wings of eagles.' ‘At the
same time, nearly the entire Jewish population
of Libya fled to Israel, i

In ‘1954, Morocca had about 250,000 Jews.
Today. there are about 18,000, Most went to
Isrgel. In the early 1960's Tunisia had 100,000
which have dwindled ro about 7,000 today; Al-
geria from 125,000 in 1962 to less than 1,000
today.

Thus, vast demographic change took place
in’ an area where Jews have lived for cen-
turies -- moved from subjugation, misery, and
hopelessnéss, to hope and freedom — forthe vast
majority in Israel, and for some in other free
lands,

We have been steadfastly committed to the
survival of Jews and the future of the Jewish
people and communities overseas, Durir]g cer-
tain periods of time and in certaincountries, the
emphasis was on survival., In other rimes and
places, on rescue, and at other times on re-
construction and rehabilitation., Wherever we
were, and wherever we are, and may be in the
futrure, we work through existing Jewish com-
munal organizations, and if none exist, we are
instrumental in establishing them.

TEL AVIV (WNS) -- The government has
obtained the voluntary evacuation of Sebastia
today by agreeing to permit a token number of
would - be sertlers to remain in the Samaria
region under military authority and to re-open
the issue of unrestricted Jewish settlement on
the West Bank by the Cabinet in two or three
months,

JERUSALEM (WNS) -- A re-evaluation of
Zionist and Jewish aspirations and a return to
the moral and Spiritual values of Judaism has
been urged by Chief Rabbi Immanuel* Jakobovits
in an open letter to Premier Yitzhak Rabin.
Jakobovits deplored ““our spiritual starvation'
Which leaves most Jewish children complete
Strangers to Jewish thought, values and obser-
vance ar a time when deep faith, idealism, self-
discipline and pride in being Jewish ““are abso-
lutely vital in the armoryi of Jewish self-pre-
Servation,"’
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