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lED GROSS DENIES MAGEN DAVID EMBLEM

By Professor Yoram Dinstein

Basic humanitarian
sentiments require,
and international hu-

manitarian law (em-
bodied in' the four
Geneva Conventions
of 1949) lays down,. that
the medical services
of the armed forces
of belligerent States

must be imune from
harm while 'they are
carrying out their
mission of looking
aftejr the wounded and
the sick. That being
the case, all medi-
cal personnel should
obviously wear a
distinctive emblem

insisted on using the
red crescent - as well
as the red lion and --

sun (an emblem used
exclusively in Iran)
- instead." The Christ-
ian States conceded
the 'ogic of allowing
Moslem countries to
resort to emblems
other then "the cross.
Yet, when the first
sovereign Jewish State
emerged and express-
ed the desire to use
its own emblem, the
Red Shield of David, it
was felt that there
were too many dis-
tinctive signs as it was
and that there was no
room for any addi-
tion. The Geneva
Conventions pronounce
that the red cross on
white ground is formed

by reversing the co-la- rs

of Switzerland as
a compliment to that
country. This is an
ingenuous explanation,
designed to assuage
the feelings of States
such as Israel but it
fails to address itself
to the two key issues,
namely (1) the reli-
gious significance of
the cross, even in the
context of the Swiss
colors; (2) the incon-
trovertible fact that
Moslems have a leg-
ally recognized alter-
native tp the cross,
actually - two alterna-
tives. Thus, of the
three great monothe-
istic religions only
one - Judaism - has
been denied recogni-
tion of its traditional
emblqm.

which would enable
friend and foe alike
to tell them apartfrom combatants. On-

ly with such an em-
blem can doctors,
nurses and others con-
tinue to do their best
when the battle is
raging and everybody
else is doing his
worst.

The need for the
emblem (and the very

. concept from which
it stems, that the
wounded and the sick-mu- st

not be left to
their fate) first arose
in the eighteen-six-tie- s,

at which time
the civilized countries
were all Christian. No
wonder that they chose
the sign of the cross
- in red on white
ground - as the emblem
of mercy. However,
when Moslem- - coun-
tries joined the club
of civilized countries,
they refused- to let
their own medical
services be guided by
this most Christian
of all signs, and they
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TEL AVIV (WNS) A strike by 12,000 nurses
seriously curtailed healthcare services in hospi-tals and clinics throughout Israel.

JERUSALEM (WNS) A demand that Jews
be allowed to settle in Hebron was made by
Religious Affairs Minister Yitzhak Raohael
during a tour of Kiryat Arba, the Jewish

outside of Hebron.
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