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There was a time when people everywhere

L~ looked with hope to the beginning of another
Yy seaslon of the U‘n‘iwd Nations Ceneral Assembly,
‘ But now as the 31st General Assembly has gotten

rway the attityde Is -- with apologies to

‘ nl‘.&mr == Just another opening, another
b m .

+ But it is a deadly charade., The General

. d of being & forum for resoly-

# problems, has become, a8 a recent

i, place’’ where issues are
ted, pot solved, -

. ia enpecially true where the Arab-Israelf

canflict is concerned, Instead of helping the deli-

- gate Middle East negotiations, the automatic ma-

tity in support of the Arabs has done eve rything

o -~

-

ment,
General Assembly has become a platform
~where the Arabs and their supporters can in-

ot o St gk S )
afurion againac :

un just low point of this assault was
‘Teached last year when the Assembly adopred
g outrageous resolution linking Zionism with

; . While this resolution caused a backlash, the
~ _Gurrémt General Assembly is expected to con-
ﬁ% larael as irs favorite whipping boy.
A e  undoubtedly be more one - sided
- . aimed ar Israe]l -- and as the
-‘E- _rmd::oluﬂm demonstrated,
4 holu are. aimed aginatthe Jew-
TRt Wy Amerioan
L la why American Jews -- and Jews

here -- must take seriously the call
im He , Isrsel's Ambassador to the
they closely follow the pro-
-ww expreas their con-
70 that If diaspora Jew
'S I8 copcern many countries will thi
about supporting anti-lIarael measures, His
on ahould certainly be highon the Jewish
this ul:.:':lirg:uuli whatever
ME  BUrpr ‘ may épring at
's session, : Y @pring

ann SYRIAN

FORMER U.5, ATTORNEY-GENERAL RAMSEY
CLARK JOINS MEMBERS OF THE JEWISH
ATHLETIC CLUB OF BROOKLYN, STUDENT
STRUGGLE FOR SOVIET JEWRY AND COM-
MITTEE FOR RESCUE OF SYRIAN JEWS, AS
THEY BEGIN A THREE-DAY HUNGER STRIKE
ON THE STEPS OF HISTORIC FEDERAL HALL
IN MANHATTAN,

Could to wreck the chances of a negotlated

Chilewich.

What a relief for this writer -- and for the
others including Ambassador Chaim Herzog -~
escaping this “tower of Babel" into an atmos-.
phere so vibrantly Israell and Jewish. 1t was
like taking a split - second flight from a "' house
of hate'' to a hall exuding love and harmony.
Herzog, in his brief remarks, put it this way:
“The meaning of tonight's fete serves as an
answer to our detractars,'”" He had in mind,
of course, the hostile delegations he had to face
some hours previously in the Assembly, :

It is Mways pleasant to see our good friend
Yosef Tekoah again. Prior to the dinner the
former dynamic UN Ambassador met privately
with this writer and several other Jewishcorres-

pondents at his hotel suite, During pur friendly
and ‘yntimate ralk it devetm b
Predident of the B, G, ity is still very

much active in the political life of Israel as a
vital member of the Labor Party and your cor-
respondent will be bold enough to predict that

the name Tekoah will yet figure importantly in

future Israeli governments,
The development of the Negev, with all its
tential hidden wealth, holds out much hope
or the welfare of Israel as a whole, And this
Tekoah understands perhaps more than anyone
else in the Jewish State, The Negev was Ben-
Gurifon's dream, hence his decision to settle at
Sde Bokér. As President of the B,G, Univer-
sity, Tekoah is fast implementing this dream,
“In the beginning there was a dream - a
dream of Jewish rebirth -- of restored state-
hood, of renewed creativity,'' Tekoah deglared
at the dinner. ““The dream was fulfilled,'’ he,
contirued, “'After less than three decades,
and despite continuous trials and vicissjtudes,
the State of Israel has become the source: of
ride and inspiration to all who understand the
ull meaning of the Jewish people's saga,
“Then there was the dream of erasing the
desolatrion of the Holy Land, capturing its wilder-
ness, harnessing its forces of nature, and es-

"~ peclally genverting the Negev, more than half

hind The Scenes

of Israel's land mass, into a crucible of life
and strength and a guarantee of the State's
future,

“Then came the Ben-Guriop University of
the Negev to turn the dream into reality, David
Ben-Gurion.demanded its establishment. Golda
Meir gave “it her blessing. The lite Pinhas
Sapir sald In his last speech: *, if you ask
me to define the miracle of Israel's develop-
:;:T& 'l_-hﬂ.[ answer -- The University inBeer-
4 I:’uswgnt.j’lfpmh. in the eloquence of which

owned, went on to-gay rthat ‘‘the be-

nnings of the University campuses in Beer-
‘Boker, ike living rocks rising

ha - a symbol of Is-

== -2 S oTE

ring, drive and determina- .
es and - this faith that causes

'(Cont"iiil_:éa from Page 1)

.gtarts Sunday night ar sundown and lasts until

sundown on Monday."
The youngster digested all his mother told

" him. Then he spoke.

13 grandpa comes before Yom Kippur I will
run to him and hug him tight and kiss him with
all my might, 1 really love him, Mommy."

*‘He loves you, too, doll."

uniqueness, in serving at all times, in. all
fields, as a gigantic force for stare and nation-
building."*

He went on to point out that his Faculry
of Medicine is in charge of the public health
gystem of the entire Negev, from Ashkelon to
Rafiah, from Kiryat Gat to Eilat and Sharm-el-
Sheikh, overseeing.the operation of hospitals
and clinics, providing doctors and nurses for
development towns and frontier villages where,
unlike Iarael's big centers, the scarcity of medi-
cal personnel is of utmost gravity.

Tekoah revealed that the University's
‘“Desert Research Institute and Research and
Development Authority are engaged in a con-
stant quest for new ways of arid - zone agri-
culture., They have already proved that crops
and fruits and vegetables can be grown with
Salty water. The immediate result -- a plan
to establish 150 new agricultural loealities be-
tween Beersheva and the Sinai border.."

He laid great stress on the University's
Faculty of Humanities which, he said, "'in addi-
tion to devoting itself to the study and pre-
servation of the spiritual heritage of the Jewish
people and.the world at large, is concentrating
on graduating personnel in two professions vital
for the country and the Negev -- teachers and

cial workers. Ewven above these momentous
ke ') 8rands out the University's
role in coping with the greatest of Israel's
internal challenges -~ dispersal of the popu- °
lation, absorption of immigration and bringing
the educational, social and economic gap be-
tween Israelis of Oriental and Occidental ori-
gin, In all these realms the University's res-
1 nsibilities and achievements have been magni-
Ticent."

He then disclosed that the University ‘‘has
attracted tothe Negev thousands of academicians,
scholars, scientists and administrators’’ and that

, it has turned Beersheva into one of the great
centers of settlement of new Olim from the Soviet
Union, Latin America and the Western countries,
A quarter of the University's staff are new immi-
grants and, most important of all, the B.G,
University has the highest percentage, in the
whole country, of students whose families hail
from the Islamic world, constituting one third
of the sfudent body.'" -

When Yosef Tekoah assumed the duties as
President of the University he made a pledge
that he would do all in his power to contribute
to moulding Israel’'s different communities “‘not
merely into one people but into one, great and
Close-knit family.” He is well on the way in
accomplishing this vital task through the multi-
ple activities of the Universiry. :

In concluding his brilliant address, he spoke.
of Israel's current financial tribulations which
““have ‘drasticdllv reduced the Government's
ability to support the country’s Universities, Yet,
we ‘must go om;"' he stated,  We shall go on
because we have faith...It {s this faith that pre-
serves, our hope im eventual” peace with our
neighbors.’” But, he stressed, “‘it is this faith
that makes us tenacious in our refusal to dis-
sipate the advantages we hold today and to yield
territory controlled by us excépt in return for
concrete steps towards peace, It is this faith
that fills us with the conviction that we shall
be able to face _up to any artempt in the future
to weaken Israel’s search for a final settle-
ment of the Middle East conflict. It is also

g



