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‘‘moreé daring, more colorful and fiore excit-
ing'" than anything ever written for the screen
or TV, While it was also the year of the in-
famous U.N, General Assembly resolution equart-
ing Zlonism with racism, the Entebbe rescue not
only raised lIsraeli morale and restored their
self-confidence, it signalled to the world that
terrorism can be dealt with, successfully, if
there is the will to face up to it.

It was also the year in which the U,N, Habi-
tat Conference was rendered torally ineffective
by Arab insistance upon utilizing it as. a plat-
form for villificatlon of Israel; the year which
saw the International Labor Organization admit
the PLLO as observers with the right to speak
thus hamstringing its own effectiveness, and the
year in which the World Health Organization
rejected a report by its'own panel of experts on
Israel health measures in the occupied terri-
tories because the report failed to substantiate
Arab accusations against Israel and dared to
conclude that ‘'the quality and number of medi-
cal services offered to the population have im-
proved over the course of the years."

Bleak as the U,N, record is, the year ahead
offers no promise of any improvement, with
LLibya coming into the chairmanship of the Secur-
ity Council and the Arabs obviously determined
to make another attempt to eject Israel from the
General Assembly at the forthcoming sessions.

Ironically, it isIsrael whichis making the only
real contribution to the welfare of the sorely-
tried people of Lebanon: while the battles
Wax and wane and cease - fires without number
are declared and promptly ignored, Israel opened
its northern border to provide medical services
for the l.ebanese. Through these ‘'good fences'’
l.ebanese come to Israel to sell tobaceo and to
buy food, to work in Israel's factories and make
use of Israsel's hospitals, And through these
Same good fences Israelis have gone into1_ebanon
to provide expert agriculrural help to the be-
leagured people in southern Lebanon -- who
recently asked for Israeli protection from PLO
terrorists in the area.

The first anniversary of the Israeli-Egyptian
disengagement agreement has come and gone, and
the agreement is holding up. Syria's preoccu-
pation in Lebanon, too, should keep the northern
border quiet atleastforthe present, giving Israé)
the 'respite it needs to artend to its domestic
problems,

Whatever the New Year brings along Israel's
frontiers — and she muyst remain strong enough
to deter any renewed attempts at aggression by
her neighbors -- Israel must still deal with the
problem of absorbing new immigrants, bothfrom
the free world and from behind the Iron Curtain,
She must also continue her struggle to close the
economic and social gaps within her society and
deal with other long - term human problems, °

A8 we approach Rosh Hashanah it is clear
that American Jewry faces a year of increased
challenge on every front. Our response to that
challenge musrtbe a reaffi
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mination to aid Israel in every way we cap, -
financially, throughincreased aliyah; and through
alertness to political developments, |
We join with Jews the world over in Prayerg
for a New Year of progress, and of peace,
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