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LET MY PEOPLE GO
(Continued from Page 1)

Foreign Relations Committee. called on the U,S,
government to support the cause of Soviet Jews
with all its available diplomatic and political
means. Church, who headed a delegation of
about a dozen Congressmen, declared: “I
believe the Soviet Jews have a right not just a
griVilege to leave 1o Soviet Union, to live as
ews unhampered and not subject todiscrimina-
tion. When I come here to affirm that Israel
lives not by sufferance but by right, I stand not
on alien ground but in the great tradition of
Western democracies,” Church at a press
conference took issue with Sen, Henry M, Jack-
son (D, Wash) who sent a message to Brussels
that ““we shall not retreat'” from the Jackson
Amendment linking U.S, trade benefits for the
USSR with Soviet emigration policies. Church,
who supported the Jackson Amendment, said that
it resulted ““in fewer Jews being allowed 10
leave; practically, we have thus lost ground,"
Church said U.S. support for Soviet Jews should
be based on moral pressure being brought to
bear on the Soviet Union."’

Israeli Premier Yitzhak Rabin in a message
to the conference said that ‘' The present leader-
ship in the Sovier Union has taken the first ap-
propriate steps by recognizing in principle the
right of Jews who so wish to emigrate to Is-
rael.'' However, he said, ““We will not recon-
cile ourselves ro the continuing policy of intimi-
dation and suffering inflicted on very many who
seek permission to emigrate, so as to intimi-
date others from emigration, We, the Jewish
people, will forever stand firm in our support
of the religious and national rights of our Soviet
Jewish brethren,'" Yosel Almogi, chairman of
the World Zionist Organization Exezutive and
acting chairman of the Jewish Agency, whohead-
ed the Israeli delegation, promised that Israel
and the Jewish people will do all in their power
to further and facilitate the integration of Sovier
Jewish immigrants in Israel. Claude Kellman,
of France, president of the Council of Europe,
pledged to Soviet Jews: ““Your cause will be
our cause and your struggle our struggle.''
Nissim Guaon. president of the World Sephardi
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Federation, stressed that all Jews, whatever
thelr origin are united in the struggle for Soviet
Jewry.

The delegates to the conference included 350
American Jews and non-Jews., Rabbi Alexan-
der M. Schindler, chairman of the Conference
of Presidents of Major American Jewish Or-
ganizations, urged both an international drive
to permit the free emigration of Soviet Jews
and a call to the USSR to allow the revival and
revitalization of religious, and cultural life for
those Jews who wish to remain in the Soviet
Union. He said tHe latter could not be done un-
less the Soviet government permitted Western
Jewish scholars and teachers to come to the
USSR to help create new centers for training
rabbis, educators and teachers to assure the
survival of Sovier Jewry,

Philip M. Klutznick, of Chicago, chairman
of the governing board of the World Jewish Con-
gress, called on the leaders of the Soviet Union
““ro fulfill the obligations they have undertaken
in the field of human rights and to restore these
words to their full significance for the Jews of
that country.'" Kluwznick, aformer United States
Ambassador to the United Nations, said that he
accepted the idea of detente bur did not feel
inhibited about judging the USSR on its dealing
with its Jewish minority. But he urged res-
traint in dealing with the issue by Jews outside
the USSR. ‘“The case against the Sovier Union
for its failure to accord equality to its Jewish
citizens is strong enough; it should not be dis-
torted by those who condemn without knowledge
or speak without understanding.” He criti-
cized those who compared the Soviet Union with
Nazi Germany, noting that Nazi Germany did nor
want Jews at any price; Soviet Russia seems to
want them no matter what price.” He urged
the USSR to give Jews ““the rights enjoyed by a
Russian Orthodox, a Baptist or 2 Moslem in the
Sovier Union,"’

Former Premier Golda Meir, who was horiorary
president of the Brussels Conference, tald a
press conference that the Sovier policy roward
Jews was irrational since she could not under-
stand why the USSR allowed rhe Jewish question
o turn into an internarional issue. Mrs. Meir
said she believed that appeals to public opinion

RIFT BETWEEN EGYPT,
U.5.5.R. A DECEPTION

NEW YORK (WNS) --
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worked. ‘“When I hear people saying that this
(conference) provokes cold war, 1 cannot help
wondering what warm peace is like,'' she said,
She stressed., however. thar the conference ‘‘is
not directed against the Soviet Union, or anyone
else. It is directed towardsand for the benefit
of Jews.'"" She added that ““Wha: we want is to
have the Russian Jews given the possibility to
leave and to return to their country."

About 550 Sovier Jews, now living in Israel
attended the conference. The conference opened
with 35 Soviet Jews, led by former Red Army
Maj Grisha Feigin marching in waving a blue
flag with a gold Star of David which Feigin
said was the flag of Soviet Jewry. He presented
it to Mrs. Meir. A groupofSovier Jews, who re-
cently left the Soviet Union, told a prass con-
ference that conditions have worsened in the
USSR, anri-Semitism is incr2asing and the auth-
orities are cracking down harder than ever be-
fore on would-be emigrants.

Christian delgares to the conference from the
United States, Britain, Ireland. France, Belgium,
Holland, Switzerland and Israel issue a “Call
to Conscience'’ urging the Sovier Union to end
the harassment and intimidation of people seek-
ing to emigraie; the conscription of Jewish young
men into the armed forces as punishment for
seeking exit visas: the ‘“‘kidnapping"’ of Jewish
children; the senieucing of innocent persons on
false charges, the deprivation of employment
for rhose applying for exit visas and the ““ ruth-
less and brutal imprisonment of all Prisoners
of Conscisnce both Jewish and Christian,'' The
Christian group'also urged that Jews be allowed
to emigrate and urged the USSR “‘to grant re-
ligious, cultural, and educational institutions for
the perperuation of Judaismand Jewishculture.""
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But in New Ynrk
Sen. Henry M. JTacsk-

son (D. Wash,) in an
address to the Queens
Council on Soviat
Jewry, said he will
“never rerreat'’ from
his cfforis to pro-
maote free emigra-
tion from the USSR
and ather Easr Euro-



