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RABIN WINDS IIP TOUGH AMERICAN TOUR

by the Los Angeles
Jewish Youth Coun- -.

cil that Israel is
"strong in terms
qf what we present
and what we project."

NEW YORK (WNS)
-- - Israeli Premier
Yitzhak Rabin wound
up his American visit
with a meeting with
Israeli journalists
and a television
appearance here af-

ter a tough cross-
country speaking tour.
Rabin spoke in New
York, Chicago and
Los Angeles em-

phasizing that he was
satisfied with his
meetings in Washing-
ton with President
Ford, Secretary of
State '''Henry A. '
Kissinger and others.

Speaking to some
500 Jewish and Non-Jewi- sh

community
leaders, businessmen
and clergymen in
New York, Rabin
stressed that the
responsibility for
reaching peace in the
Middle East is that
of the parties in-

volved. "It will be
a mistake on the
part of Israel as
well as the Arabs,
to look up to the
big powers for a
solution," he said.
In Chicago at a
dinner .given by Mayor
Richard J. Daley at-

tended by 700 persons,
Rabin described how
"Seventy years ago,
a poor young refugee
ran away from Rus-
sia" and came to
Chicago "where he
was allowed to get
an education... .and
learned the meaning
of freedom and demo-
cracy and the rights
of individuals." Rabin
said the refugee, who
was his father, later
joined the Jewish Le-

gion of the . British
'Army in World War
I and came to
Palestine.

Earlier Rabin told
a rally of 3000 Chicago
Jewish leaders that
peace will come to the
Middle East only
when their Arab
leaders "change their
policy of ignoring our
right to exist.' He

- then went to Los
Angeles where he was
feted by 100 members
of the entertainment
industry at a dinner
attended by Kissinger.
He also spoke to
1700 persons at a
dinner inaugurating
the United Jewish
Welfare Fund drive
at which $8.2 million
was raised. Rabin
told some 2000 Jew-
ish young people at
a meeting arranged
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demonstrated that the Arab world does not
tolerate autonomy for any minority which does
not have an independent state and the capability
to defend itself. He assailed the silence of the
world at the "immoral events" in Lebanon where
10,000 people were killed in ten months of fight-
ing. He said the events in Lebanon made him
"proud to be a Jew" because wherever and when-
ever a Jew is victimized his brothers elsewhere
come to his aid.

In an appearance on NBC-TV- 's "Meet the
Press" Rabin said Israel has two options

'

reconvening the Geneva conference or "quiet
diplomacy" to test the intentions of the Arabs.
During his television appearance Rabin got into
a dramatic exchange with syndicated columnist
Rowland Evans, an arch critic of Israel. Evans
challenged Rabin over Israel's air raids on ter-
rorist bases in Palestinian refugee camps in
Lebanon and the Premier's contention that theI core of the Arab-Israe- li conflict is the refusal
of the Arab states to recognize Israel. When
Evans asked "by what right" did Israel use
American arms to attack the Palestinian camps
in Lebanon, Rabin replied "by the rule of self
defense." He said, "We attacked bases that
carried out all kinds of atrocities against Is-
rael."" Evans later said that Assistant Secre-
tary of State for Near Eastern Affairs Harold
Saunders had testified that the Palestinian issue
Is the heart of the Arab-Isra- eli conflict, "I
don't accept Saunders' concept," Rabin re-

plied, "and there are people in the Administra-
tion who know better than he." Rabin said he
had no evidence thatSaunde'rs' views were shared
by Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger.

Meanwhile, Rabin faces a political storm when
he returns to Jerusalem over a remark alleged-
ly made in Washington by a "senior source in
the Premier's party" who criticized the shopping
list that was drawn up by the Ministry of De-

fense. The Israeli news media has seized
on the remark as signs of a widening rift be-
tween Rabin and Defense Minister Shimon Peres.
Peres has not commented but Defense Ministry
sources have noted the Israel's weapon purchase
list was approved by Rabin who as a former Chief
of Staff cannot claim ignorance of details and
meaning. Likud MK Shmuel Tamir has already
submitted a sharp question on the issue for the
Premier in the Knesset.
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The following is an actual comment one family made. We have the writer's permission to prim it here I

B
"Everything was done as promised, beautifully arranged, and the people

were most helpful in our own needs."
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