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Dasue of Firniame

Zlonist leaders in Israel and the United States
mounted an intensive campaign in 5735 to counter
Arab and Communist claims thar Zjonism was
and Is nothing more than a chauvinist, imperia-
list and ““settler’’ state {deology. These leaders
have pledged to continue their efforts in 5736
to combat such spurious jdeas,

Unfortunately, the task of presenting Zionism
an It really isx, have been rendered difficult
by some Jews, who have tried to avold the use
of the wmerm Zionism altogether. Others
aver-react by insisting that anti-Zionism Is ipso
facto anti-Semitism. One canlegitimately re ject
the philosophy of Zionism as a solution to the

roblems confronting the Jewish people without

ing an anti-Semite, and one can legitimately
reject the Arab-Communist canards by pointing
out precisely what Zionism Is and is not,

Zlonism s not an ideclogy of narrow national-
ism, Imperialism, colonialism or oppression.
In fact, during the 19208 and 19308, Arab leaders
inaisted that the principles of Zionism were
identical ro those of Bolsheviam,

Matlel Mogannan, secretary of the Arab
Executive and Secretary of the Narlonal Defense
Party, wrote In the 19208 that the Arab poor
were influenced "‘by the soclal and Bolshevik
principles’’ which Jews brought with them. “*A
strong Bolshevist element,”” he noted, “has
already established itself in the country (then
Palestine) and haa produced an effect on the
population,”” In 1923 the Arab Higher Com-
mission wrote: “‘...the prevalent conditions of
the Jewish immigramts are being a very fertile
medium for the propagation of communistic
principles not only among Jews, but also amongst
Arabs.'" Jamal Hussainl, secretary of the Arab
Higher Commitee, westified before the Royal
Commission In 1937, ““As to the communistic
rrlnclplel and fdeas of the Jewish immigranms..

need not dwell upon them as these ideas are
well known to have been imported by the Jewish
community.’’

Those Arabs were as wrong then about the
mature of Zionism as they and the Communists
are today.

What is Zioniam? It is the international
liberation movement of the Jewish people. Jacob
Tzur, chalrman of the Jewish National Fund,
defined Zloniem as ‘A revolt against political
appreasion, against rhe loss of identity, against
+Ahe surrender to fate.'’ Zionism, Tzur con-
tinves, s a revolurion'' which included ' build-
ing & new soclety, fighting and overthrowing
4 colontal overlordship and victoriously waging
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a military struggle for twenty years."

Modern political Zionism. beginning with
Maoses Hess (1812-1875), was the affirmation by
the Jewish people that they and they alone can
and must determine their own future. that they
can intervene in the historic process and become
a force for shaping history instead of merely
being shaped by history and that diaspora life
is an anomoly that can be ended only by establish-
ing their own homeland as all other peoples
had done and are still doing. This is the exist-
ential tie that binds all Jews the world over.

There is nothing in the writing of the Zionist
ideoclogists which can substantiate the views of
the Arabs and Communists about the nature of
Zionism. On the contrary, in addition to the
revolutionary nature of Zionism, Zionists have
always been in the forefront of the struggle for
the national liberation of all oppressed peoples.

LLeo Pinsker (I1821-1891), in his famous work,

Auro-Amancipation, written in 1882, srtated:
“"Like the Negroes, like women, and unlike
all free pecples, they (the Jews) must be
emancipated.’”” NachmanSyrkin(1867-1924), out-
lining his proposal for purchasing land in

Palestine in the early years of this century
stated that “‘the best and mosr honarable way. ..
is to secure the land in alliance with other
oppressed nationalities inthe Turkishempire and
through a common stand against the Turks...”'
Achad Ha’am (1856-1927) inveighed against Theo-
dore Herzl's view that ““Palestine was a2 land
without people for a people without land,"’ and
warned thar the Jewish settlers must meer the
Arabs in the spirit of respect,

During the late 1920s and the 1930s such
Zionist luminaries as Judah Magnes, Hugo
Bergmann, Hayim Kalvarisky, Henrietta Szold
and Martin Buber were invalved in intensive
effarts through the Brith Shalom (Peace Alli-
ance) or through Ichud (brothe rhood) to establish
Arab-Jewish relations and the construction of
a bi-national state,

Zionism, as the international liberarion
movement of the Jewish people, has therefore
been defined not only in theory but also in
practice. I'he point that is being made by
Israeli and American Zionist leaders is that
the Jewish people are the only ones who have
a right to decide and determine the nature of
their own liberation, Black liberarion is de-
fined by the Blacks, women's liberation is de-
fined by women, the French in Quebec define
their own liberation and the Irish Catholics
define their own liberation. This same right
must be accorded to the Jewish people, This
is the nub of the ongoing effort 1o place Zionism
in it8 proper comexi,
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Rosh Hashanah is an dppropriate time for us
o pause and reassess where we, as members
of t|l5e Jewish community in America and the
world, are headed, and what proble
in the future, 2 ik
This year, the United States is | i
4 involved in
the celebration of the Bicentennial of the Ameri-
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wcan Revolution. . As members of the Jawis
. community, 4t is important for us io.be.::;rz,
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conscience that might be slumbering,

On the tenth day of this period of penitence,
or repentance, there takes place the observance
of the Day of Atonement,

As recommended in the Book of Leviricus
of the Bible (Chap. 23), the Day of Atonement
is a day of fasting. Fasting makes us un-
comfortable, so it makes us think of the dis-
comfort we may have brought to others by our
thoughtlessness or negligence. As with all
Jewish holydays, the observance of Yom Kippur
begins in the evening. The worship service
then includes the singing of the hymn, Kol
Nidre, which means All Vows, a plea for
forgiveness for decisions made in haste and
without regard for the feelings of others.

On Awonement Day the worshipper thinks
of his faults and tries to atone for them: tries
hard 3lso o feel forgiveness for those who
nave wronged him. The prayerbook, the songs,
the sermons, the large gathering in the temple.,
all these lift him up to a new level of under-
standing and tenderness, and give him a new
sense of the sacredness of life,

These days are high..that is, they lift the
worshipper up in an effort to come closer to
the Source of good conduct. They are holy,
because nothing is more sacred than improv-
ing the ralationship between people.

When the High Holydays are over, Jews
wish one another a happy new year of the
spirit. They say to one another, Good Yomiov,
which means Happy Holiday. Or, they say,
L.’shawneh Tovah, which is Hebrew for Happy
New Year,

Although the Jewish High Holydays are the
most important religious occasions for the
Jewish people, there is nothing about the holy-
days which does not apply to all people. That
is why one rabbi once told his congregation,
the way that we can really atone is to strive
to be at one with everyone.

(JWR)

of the part played by Jews in the building of the
United States. To this end, JWB and Jewish
Community Centers are carirying out a number
of Bicentennial-related programs, emphasizing
the contributions that Jews and Jewish Com-
munity Centers have made to American culture
and the cantributions that American culiure
has made 10 Judaism,

It is fitting that now. as we are celebrating
the birth of “the land of the free,'" the Jewish
community is being called upon to welcome the
new wave of Soviet Jews who have emigrated
to freedom in the United States. The Jewish
Community Centers throughout the count ry have
been noteworthy in their efforts to integrate new
Americans from all lands into the mainstream
of American life,

Jewish Community Centers are mindful of
rhmrl commument to serve Jewish families ac-
cording to each family's needs. In keeping with
this responsibility, JWB has helped to develop
programs aimed at reaching the specialized
needs of single-parent families, youths, the
elderly, and the Jewish military family.

. JWB, thraugh its member Jewish Community
Centers, is reaching out to enrich the lives of
Jews throughout the United States, Israel, Europe
and South America. The ries berween the world
Jewish community are strengthened by programs
between Jewish Community Centers here and in
other lands,

The many problems which concern us as we
enter upon the New Year -- the distance berwoen
generations, the plight of the poor and the elder-
ly, the security of Israel --only serve to remind
us of the importance of establishing and nuturing
4 sense of community among American Jewry.

By addressing itself 1o the role of tradirional
Jewish values and customs in the midst of the
tapidly changing world, JWB and the Jewish
Community Centers are helping to strengthen
the common between Jewish people
throughout the world in the interests of pro-
moting peace and understanding berweencitizens
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