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SYil EXllilS UN MANDATE FORCE 6 MONTHS
forces east of the Suez

j Canal represents an
easing of tension prior
to the reopening of the
canal or whether it is
a tactical militarymove to prepare for a
massive crossing of
the canal by Egyptian
troops and armor now
deployed on the canal's
west bank. The
Egyptians have with-
drawn a considerable
portion of the 7000
troops, 36 cannon?
and several dozen
tanks they are
allowed to keep east
of the canal under the
disengagement agree-
ment with Israel.

JERUSALEM (WNS)
-- - The announcement
at the United Nations
that Syria has agreed
to a six-mon- th exten-
sion of the mandate for
the UN Disengagement

i" Observer Force on the
, Golan Heights has been

greeted in Jerusalem
with deliberate res-
traint.

Syria had been ex-

pected to renew the
mandate for only two
months so that it would
expire at the endof July
the same time as
Egypt's three-mont- h

extension.
Meanwhile observers

note that both Syria
and Jordan are con-

tinuing their military
preparations and Is-

raeli forces are pre-
pared for any military
action by Syria.
Israeli military ob-

servers believe Syria
extended the mandate
because of the strong
Israeli presence on
the Golan.

Meanwhile Israeli
officials are specula-
ting whether the recent
reduction of Egyptian
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