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As Jews the world over prepare to mark
the Passover holiday, they should take en-

couragement and hope from the meaning of this

anniversary that we celebrate. The despised
and woeful, group of slaves that were molded
Into a nation and were delivered from bondage
In Egypt have given us a message of deliverance
that has served to uplift the Jewish people for
32 centuries.

Today, when Israel seems so isolated in the
family of nations, when Jews in the free world
face new threats to their security and to their
livelihood from those who would sow bigotry
and prejudice in our society, when our co-

religionists in Soviet Russia still face the
prospect of harrassment and oppression,
when Jews in Syria and in some other Arab
countries are still denied fundamental human
rights or the possibility of escape to freedom
still, we should take hope and face the future
unafraid. For the logic of history and the his-

tory of our people still provides an inspiration
to us to continue to strive -- - both for the
continuance of the glorious page that Jews
have written in civilized history and for the
fulfillment of our quest for social justice for
all people.

As American Jews, we rejoice that we live
In freedom.

We are alert to the insidious danger that the
introduction of boycotts constitutes for Ameri-
can democracy -- - a democracy that we have
helped build with our convictions and with our
strength.

We extend our hand in fraternal greeting
to the 3,000,000 Jews in the Soviet Union
and proclaim oar fond hope that they may
soon be able to celebrate Passover in freedom
and dignity. To the 4,500 Jews in Syria, we
pray for their speedy deliverance so that they
too may be able to mark our joyous festival as
free men.

To Jews the world over, we express our
determination to press forward in fighting the
scojrges of hatred and bigotry, and in fulfill-
ing our responsibility in furthering the welfare
of our people and Jewish continuity. To those
who feel oppressed at the magnitude of our
problems and of the menace of those who would
destroy us, let us take heed from the ancient
message that has inspired us and all who have
sought freedom throughout the centuries: "This
year we. are slaves-- , next year may we be free
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