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NEW YORK -- - The institutions of Reform
Judaism have set aside the period between the
Jewish holidays of Passover to Shavuot for a

major effort by congregations and individuals
to alleviate the "plague of world famine which
now afflicts 400,000,000 of our fellow human

beings."

By Jack D. Weiler, Chairman
Amer. Jewish Joint Dist. Comm.

"Those who are hungry, let them come and
eat. Those who would celebrate the Passover,
let them join us." With this eloquent sermon
of man's innate goodness and the spiritual
kinship that has kept the Jews united through
centuries of dispersion, the Haggadah, the story
of Passover, begins.

This year, as we rejoice over the thousands
of Jews who came out of the Soviet Union, we
agonize with those who have not yet been per-
mitted to join the exodus, who still struggle for
freedom. We do what we can and we pray for
the Jews still trapped in hostile Arab countries.

May this year's festival of freedom be en-

hanced by the prom;se of peace in Israel and
around the world. May it find the pangs of
hunger eased everywhere in the world where
millions face starvation.

We of the Joint Distribution Committee will
continue to work toward that Messianic day when
the persecuted will be rescued the homeless
sheltered, the starving fed, the sick healed and
the children educated. To rhose who have made
our work possible by their generosity and their
devotion we, the officers and directors of the
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee,
send Passover greetings in behalf of the hun-

dreds of thousands of Jews overseas who will
have joyous Passover Seders because they cared.
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on behalf of Soviet Jewry, whose Exodus is
still more promise than fulfillment, and for
our brothers in Syria, whose Exodus is still
completely forbidden.

The Egyptian story itself is still incomplete:
modern Egypt has an historic opportunity to add
a "happy ending" to the account of our relation-

ships; she has a chance to make peace, at long
last, with the people she once welcomed happily,
then enslaved and finally released, reluctantly.

As we observe the Seder ritual and drink to
the ancient liberation, we pray for a modern
liberation: from the nightmare of war and
threat of war, and for the birth of a new era of
peace and construction.t975

By Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson
Chairman. Amer. Sec. World Zionist Org.

Passover is the beginning of the history of
the Jewish people as a people: with the Exodus
from ancient Egypt the tribes merged into a
nation, and the mlllenla-lon- g adventure began.As we read the Haggadah at the Seder
service we retell the story and retrace the stepsour forefathers took on the long road from en-
slavement to freedom, from the building of
cities for Pharoah to the building of Israel for
our own people. And so we rejoice on Pass-
over, happily sharing in the age-ol- d success
story of our people.

In the cause of freedom we raise our voices
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