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If you left high school
prior to graduation, the
Clark County School
District invites youback
to class -4ree, and often
with pay if you qualify
for benefits under the
G.1. Bill, 451-1040.
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+ e concert, I practiced for eight months.”* )

Benny and Mary Livingston had been married
for 47 years: ‘“And he never gave me a bad
moment,'’ the former Sadie Marks isaid,

Although Jack Benny would have been 8l
in February, his complexion wag 'of a much
vounger man, his walk was springy likesa man
enjoying the prime of life and i% was) hard
not to visualize him as age 39. His'waist was
trim and his blue eyes always sparkled.

Benny had been in show bu§iness more than
50 years. He was an institution on radio before
the days of television. HMe loved his work and
often worked for love. He played many benefit
performances for charitabfe causes. Heenjoved
giving pleasure toothers and said he was happiest
when-he brought people laughter.

During our interview, Benny mused: ‘*What
does one get out of life? The sarisfaction of
making people laugh is, for me, a wonderful
feeling. To me, it is fun and keeps me feeling
Each vear 1 find it a bit
easier ro make people laugh.”” And then he
liked to “quote’” Mark Twain: ““Age is strictly
a case of mind over martter. If you don't mind,
it doesn't marter,...."'

Recently, Benny's grear lave was the violin,
which he took seriously. He practiced every
day, He hoped 1o become a “fine'" violinist,
In recengyears, he had appeared with aver 60

symphony orchestrag and raifed nearly $4.5
SN Aymilki@n ~ for the ymusicians fund and their
& -2 , \:h.a rities,

JACK . BERNY MAKES
RECENT-' INTERVIEW
MAYFLOWER . HOTEL. WITH OUR
HOUSE CORRESPONDENT  TRUDE
FELDMAN.  THE "EXCILUSIVE INTERVIEW
WAS ONE OF THE LAST BENNY. GRANTED

A POINT % DURING.
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\ PRIOR TO HIS DEATH ON DECEMRBER 26,
JACK BENNY, believe it or not, didn't
really care about monéy. And his “stingy"’

imag2 was srrictly for show,
- ““Actually,"” he said in a recenr interview,
“Mary and | are big spenders. And the more

I make, the more 1 can give awayxn | dogive
away a lor of money to various ch’dwand
nrganizations, Bur if people think I'm stingy,
it's -much funnier," ‘
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He recently gave numerous concerrs
in Israel, K,
“1 love to 'do concerss more than nyrhing
else,' '=he tbld this writer, TConcert 4_1.3:!10 ces
Concerts are rinﬂ%esr
background & person could have, b
The engrossing comedian bégan playing.the
viglin at age six wheh his father brought home
a yiolin which cost $50, In recent vears, Benny
played a rare Stradivarious more than three
cgnturies old worth $40.000% _
/ "1 played the violin when/ I was a young
£hap, but gave ir up,'’ he ¥eiarcd. “But
if | liked the ¥iolin rhen as much as 1 do now,
| probably would never have bechmeacomedian.

““Not until |7#ears ago did | pick upthe
violin again for -Serious practice, Now |
practice religiously. , Before 1 played my first

LS

' ROOM _ *

i’inest in Oriental
Cuisine — Combo Dinners
27th Floor — from

s!-’s
+

= Pk
" T

¥ hat poncert was in Carnegie Hall and Benny ™
was 63, “That’ll give you an idea of the kind of
guts | have "' he quipped.
- Jack Benny was born Benjamin Kubelsky
in Waukeegan, Illinois on Februa ry 14, 1894, son
of Polish-Jewish immigrants, His farher was
@ peddier-turned haberdasher, His mother died
at 2 young age. He achieved fame in radio as
the top comic in the country in the early 1930's,
Between 1933 and the beginring of World Warll,

he made two dozen movies, and broadcasted
his highly popular Sunday radio show. Wity/
the advent of television, he began a televisio g/
show in 1949 and won eight Emmy awards,
During the war, he went all over the wgtld
to entertain roops. With his radio rrovﬁi
Rochester anfi Don Wilson and others/-- he
toured servic% camps and hospitals,” While
in the Nation'g capital, he visited thé Vietnam
wounded at Wajrer Reed Hospital. b
Till the en§, Benny had said he didn't plan
to retire. “Buf\l'd like to cut my performances
to about one hAlf of what I'm now doing,”" he
said, ““and perhips rravel less, Yert, I like to
keep busy," b
He pointed o

 J
that if he were in a different

business -- ‘“Say. like selling neckties or the a,
like, then I'd hafe rerired already. Burl love
the work I'm doi}_x‘:." =

Benny described himself as a "‘shy and

simple fellow -~ not a 24-hofir-a-davcomedian:
not a laugh machine, not a §ghwad., ..In fact, S
for a comedian, I'm ﬁu‘:'pris'u;lj.’ normal, ['ve w
only been married once and fve never visited
a psychiatrist, and a guy can't be more normal

{ thap that..."

) What advice
today? i =

“If I could live my life over,'' Bennyfeplied,

“I would have gotten a hetter educationf] regret
thar 1 didp't have mgré schooling. Unfgftunately,
I hated school when | was a kid. V‘F::ive wished 3
many times. 1 had a berter education. I wish 1
had pared more abour my studies during school o= o

did he have.for voung people
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Benny fuit School in the 9 grindy 2vid took o,

a job -- playing violin -- fgr $8 per week, | *
By 1925, “he was earning- $750 a week doing™ |
+his comedy routine, y - . )

Nonerheless, it's a fasasure of Benny's
success that there is a junior high school named
after him in Waukeegan. ““It's hard to describe
the feeling I get when | go back to visit thar
school,” he told me. “Bur it's such a grand
feeling. You see, it rouches me to the point ,5
that | wish I could instill in the children how ¢
important their education is while they're in
school....so they don'r have the regrets later as
1 do,..."

Benny had the repurarion among his friends
of being a grear audience for other comedians, 1
Danny Kave said he'd rather play Benny's living
room thanany thearre. | like othercomedians,'" -t
Benny said. ‘“Most of them are good. Don s
Rickles is one of the funniest, George Burns
and Bob Hope are my two clgsest friends as
well as favorite comedians, ) :

The late comic said 1
audiences were good one
Australia the two
you don't have ra e
laugh and scream t
line,"

He liked his Texaco commercials/because
they brought backhhis kiddie audiencés -- kids
aged five to fifteen, \ .

Five year ago, Benny prese:-M his collection
of show business themorabilia to the University -
of California at lLos Angeles. The collection .
included 900 radio scripts, andelectrical trans-
criptions; 206 television scripts and several
hundred photographs,
o= Famed violinist Isaac Stern said Benny had
respect for music and rhe artist. ‘‘He also .
had a gentle, radiant warmrth about him. and ' '
was a lovely human being as well as a super
entertainer,.."

President Ford said: ‘‘Benny's service to i
his country, his charitable works and his *
genuine enjoyment of t humor of others are
accolades that he wore with modesty, grace |
and charm, If laughter is the music of the soul, i
Jack and his violin and his good h r have '
made life better for all men." -

And Herbert Schlosser, President, National T
Broadcasting Company, summed up: ““Jack x
Benny rep pted a prilliant era of entertain- '

ment. It's h™d te imagine a world without
him....." -
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t though most of his
. he cired London and
““In thgse places
n finish a joke -- they
ore you come to the punch
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