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creative imagination, the thought was derivedfrom and patterned after a real, historical
, person. During the 4th century, Nicholas, an

eight year old orphan, but independently weal-
thy, spent his life being kind and generous tothe less fortunate in his native town in AsiaMinor. - He was elevated to-- Bishop of Myra andin .the 9th century was canonized. His Dutchname was Santa Claus.
- The furthest reference .to. a. Christmas tree .is a legendary ' story of af wounded Swedish off- -icer being cared for by.the people of
during the 30 Years War , in the 17th cenmry!
As an offer of gratitude, he set up a lighted treein a church on Christmas Day. .....

The Christmas tree was introduced to Amer-ic- ain 1747 by Germans settling in Pennsylvania.Five years later the Moravian sect decoratedtheir trees with lighted candles. Catholic and
fnmi8 c310",1813 from Holland introduced theNicholas visitation to America.

Early colonists were divided In the recogni-tion of December 25th. Members of Church of
ctllTt' TCh Rfformed. Lutheran. Roman

Episcopalian and certain German sectshonored the holiday. Quakers. Baptists Pres-byteria- ns
and Puritans date.' "ignored the It was

pn the night of December 25, 1776, George Wash-
ington crossed the Delaware River to defeat the --

Hessians celebrating .Christmas at Trenton
Fantasy had Santa arriving in a cart a.wagon, on mule, drawn by goats and other means --

or transportation until Clement Moore's "AVisit From St. Nicholas" in .1822, and thereafterthe popular conception was a sled drawn by rein--?TV10 P7' thf ""t classroom Christmas
in a New York City Eoisco-pallatrSund- av

School. -

The individual states 'commenced declaring i

hte?if;.rahilegaI holIday- - Alabama, which, - "I
- L "fr81"!8 celebrated Dec. 25 with

As late as 1855, all religions were still notin accord in their tolerance of the holiday; TheDec. 26 edition of the
' lT$CarCla of Presbyterians! UptZlwere not open yesterday. Thev'iZC?PitPAr'M a Holy one, bit Epis-Uar- n-

?Sth?liC and German churches were
they were decked with evergreens - -

o!LS3Kngif ?hrl8tina8 8lft8 m those days wasnot emphasized, except the wealthy wereexpec- -
of in? orfI?.' US 10 ihe poor- - In the rniddle
rhaHao nJhuCen.tury' due t0 the influence of --

' writi1n8' 8inging of Christmas ;

The classic editorial which

SP&iS: Sama C.'' in respoS '

! query . was written byChurch for the New York Sun of Dec. 21st, ?897
In recent years Santa Claus

known asacommunalfolkfigure.APennsyfvan2 "
'fiSi in 1936' that any doubVerTof SaSta

who appeared before him would be held in
contempt of court." The court citation read- -

aSIiiiil i??!!!6111 lmagination but an
t H symbol of kindness, a token
fX
hmfnerClal exPloitatIori of Christmas has .

r?.8?" C tnorouh. impelling Ro,man Lutherans,- - Episcopalians andJews, to band together in Milwaukee in 1949 and 'decree ito put Christ . back : into , Christmas --

. MeanwMle millions of non-Christ- ian homes
Japan and India, have taken unto "8 '
2S3Rif?rd.CllJltv and cheer of ChritmaSant

decorated and, lit trees on Deit .
cember 25th."r , . , . . r:

.IS; ?ovf8 tntrue sense of Christmas
Just that the Spirit of Christ- - '

ESJit8-- 2lehelmed and 18 about to inundate all . J-- comers-f earth- - "
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' SWb.ISE RECENT CRISIS WHEN ISRAELFACED WITH THE POSSIBILITY OFRENEWAL OF HOSTILITIES ON
BORDER HARVEY BIRNBAUW (OF BROoSto
NEW YORK WAS ONE OF THE MANYAMFRTCAN TOURISTS WHO DONATED BLOOD

CENTRAL BLOOD BANK IN JAFFA, ISRAEL!

th iffiiA'?? ,a Voice or hand was

,L KJeWlSht.8tate were Hindu. would
ago been thfaccorded
assembly of nations. The same wS LintrJeV
f it were Arab, for the Arabs have been granteddHrrd?nce ln a h08t of nations, but Israel,

is? dmi --
,8evered original homeland .

begrudged little sliver ofWho can aid the Jews? TrS'
we have some friends like Sen? Ja?Ku Butif we are not for ourselves, who wiltl? Let's
proudly decUre our Zionism I

-

'A Dy Rabbi Samuel Silver
rab Up ln Evanston, Illinois.,i who talks sense and writes sense.

, . ' "me is Dr. David Polish and he does
j

' I in ChKo JCWl9h Sentlnel.,, a wee"r
! ! MfntaTi?J hl columns. Rabbi Polish asks.
! cLou,,(f. cry out that Wfl8

, i Berliner, why shouldn't American
)

Jc Proclaim that he's a Zionist!'7
atUCk .on Urae1'4 ln tne Mideast, in

:An now radical segments, Is reallyan on Judaism and Tw '
: c"aTlUlfte,ifl,flZn5t,tTat Z

"S-Semi-

Sm Wor secularism or
' v

, Infefe" 10 reaI1 ll'8

f . Thf rabbl explores' the assenlon that Jews'
' ' haerd,irn.'ymfatthy T""86 f ,he 8-- ca

He says the world
I nl"?1' IV L ritny. When they were

j Zducatioctal Cj&TleecUa
j . o,h American Jews and Israelis have long
f felt that responsible public opinion will alwaysi favor Israel since the survival of the Jewish5iate is a fust and moral cause and they cannotconceive how other fall to do so. This naivete

? hat,ered fcy the ympathetic treatmentaccorded to Yaslr Arafat and the -- PalestineLiberation Organization by the media durinathe current session of the United Nations General
Assembly despite the fact that the PLO makes

j
no secret It still seeks the elimination of

j Israel.
Now calls are being Issued by Jewish leaders' l0 mn to counteract what is being ner- -

S!l?vl;aV,feVwb,,creUtlon campaignwVArab8 Meyer Weal. chancellor of
. i the Institute of Science and a lona- -

l ym, Pctloner of public relations in the
Sl"i!r.e'. urged a mllliO" '0"d

' I Lxa lnormatln program to enlightenopinion about. the truths of the Israeli- -
f.?. 2.nict. "nd the teneti of zonism. Former

' nl I L1 M'n,ater Abba Eban has called
fJi.rJd:W,de Co"8r"8 of Solidarity with

of llJaJl mCan f presentln8 an accurate
'! i A ophiatlcated educational is un- -

I; dftOUX:dl But 11 'boulirnot t limitedInternational or national level. It is
and f?r,ev,?r3f Jrlsh community to carry out

, Is something i which everv
Dut .to 1 elective he or she

; J , fdJf ated '? h '. and in that bUrtSeH
' "fut,ng lleg and half-trut- hs with theV trwh.

7eoc4ct
by RABBI SAMUEL SILVER i

Rabbi means preacher and no teacher ofJudaism does a better Job than Dr. Ely Pilchlk
spiritual guide of Congregation B'neJeshurun. in suburban Newark, N J

- In the book, "From the 'Beginning," oneof the niany written by this erudite and skill-ful teacher Rabbi Pilchik, takes the readerfrom one end to the other of Scriptures, showinghim the impor. of those words of ancient timesAfor our modem era. ; ,
One of those imprdssed by Rabbi Pilchlkwas Albert Einstein You would betoo if

Ctf I0 Wm and jf yu ot Ws templebulletin in the rabbi continues to impa-- r
the validities of Judaism.
B9sh?rD?,Xtm.p1?; in a recent "Spiritorial",

lingered over the first wordof that stunning series of love-lette- rs fromnun to God called the Psalms.
There "are 150 Psalms and they have always

?Ved !, our P60' bringing them
'

comfor. grief and uplift whe;i in searchof hean-boadeni- ng.
.

The first word in the. book is Ashre. afamiliar. worJ to those who pray, a word,which occur often in the Bible.
How do you translate Ashrs? The rabbi...points out that it means both blessed and

happy And what does this tell about Judaism?It tells us that the objective of happiness canbe reached on the road of blessedness. The '

m!e,.y?u emuJate God in widening the area
felicity in the world the closer you get tothe goal of happiness, , .

And Rabbi Pilchik then goes on to interpretfor our times the significance of such passagesin Psalm I as "He ( the righteous one) shall :

De like a tree planted by streams of water,bringing forth its fruit in due season, its leaf!

Jnering. He shall prosper in whatever ;

- - Patiently the teacher guides his pupils in ;
an understanding of what-ou- r faith has to sayabout the need tliese days of what Pilchik calls "

a fundamental religious fafth,' expounding:
, Holy Writ as pointing the way toward "a
clear, honest, unsophisticated -- and' uncomoli-- "cated credo.'- - ,. r-- '

, . ' : ...
' -

:

tL Fn,?n.ate' arf W bave iuldes towards!
righr -- righteous ways Tike Rabbi Pll-- h
V
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